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WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM
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FRESNO BRANCH HOLDS ANNUAL
FALL RETREAT AND ELECTION

At least 20 members of our Fresno Branch showed up at the lovely home of Pat Wolk for
our Annual Fall Retreat. We set out to be inspired, look back and plan forward with energy
and commitment to build and strengthen our organization toward justice, peace and
radical democracy.

Fresno’s Raging Grannies got us off to a great start by singing “We're Not Giving
Up” (lyrics by Sara Williams, Raging Grannies of Madison) and “Now You've Pissed Off
Grandma” (lyrics by Vicki Ryder of Triangle Raging Grannies). Both songs captured our
mood and commitment.

In-person reports on committees were given by Patty Bennett, representing Raging
Grannies (who want to recruit new members); Jean Hays from Legislative, Earth Democracy
and Stir It Up radio program; Cheryl Caldera from the Library Committee; Dr. Jean Kennedy
from Unpacking Racism and Rudy’s Soup Kitchen; and Jan Slagter from WILPF International.

Some members were not in attendance, but their submitted reports were read to the
group: Teresa Castillo’s Treasurer’s Report; Nancy Hatcher’s Corresponding Secretary
Report, Membership Report and WINGS Report; Carol Goiburn’s Disarm Committee
Report and Valley Voices for Peace Report (in need of a new podcaster); Gerry Bill's Dakota
EcoGarden Report; and Patricia Wells-Solorzano’s Teatro de la Tierra Report.

One of the functions of our Annual Retreat is to hold elections. We are pleased to
announce that we have elected Cam Fanning to the positions of Chair of our Fresno Branch
and Membership Chair. We also reelected Teresa Castillo as our Branch Treasurer, Nancy
Hatcher as our Corresponding Secretary and Leni Villagomez Reeves as our Recording
Secretary.

During lunch, we were privileged to have a Zoom conversation with the new WILPF-US
Executive Director, Linda Low. She’s been told we are one of the most active branches in
the U.S. She shared with us the launching of a new campaign for WILPF: Peace is/Peace is
Not to challenge the Administration’s militarized definition of peace. WILPF US’s Peace is/
Peace is Not campaign reclaims the definition of peace to reflect the following:

Human rights and dignity

Disarmament and nonviolence

Social, economic and environmental justice

Sustainable well-being for all

After the inspirational Zoom call with Linda Low, we set about planning for the upcoming
year, beginning with a discussion of the importance of the Oct. 18 No Kings Protest in
Fresno at Manchester Center. We went through the calendar to list important dates and
activities to help us move forward with activities to reinforce and reflect our vision to
organize for sustainable existence in our diverse community.

A giveaway was held after lunch and at the close of the Retreat. Two lucky members
went home with donated copies of Arm in Arm: The Grimké Sisters’ Fight for Abolition
and Women'’s Rights, donated to us by the author and new member, Angelica Shirley
Carpenter.

We thank member Pat Wolk for her generous hospitality; Nancy Hatcher, Jean Hays,
Sandra lyall, Kyla Mitchell, and Jan Slagter for their planning of the Retreat; and Sandra
for also taking photographs, which can be found on our Facebook page, facebook.com/
profile.php?id=100064849473970.

—Sandra lyall

“Peaceisnotasloganyoucanweaponize.
Peace is justice, dignity and freedom for all
people. When the Administration wages
war abroad, represses dissentat home, and
violates human rights, that is not peace—it
is violence by another name. WILPF US will
not let peace be redefined by those who

PEACEIS...

“WILPF US announced the launch of its
national Peace is/Peace is Not campaign to
challenge the Administration’s militarized
definition of peace.”

profit from war,” said Linda Low, Executive
Director of Women'’s International League
for Peace & Freedom US. Linda Low
Zoomed with attendees of our Fall Retreat
to launch the Peace is campaign and
presented a video of the new posters.
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aid efforts in the wake of widespread
destruction. She later joined the
Global Movement to Gaza, helping
coordinate both the recent flotilla that
sailed to break the siege on Gaza and

CAM FANNING:
PRESIDENT,
WILPF FRESNO

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOW! HERE’'S HOW
Send dues to WILPF Fresno, P.O. Box
5114, Fresno, CA 93755.

WILPF-US membership is $35/year. WILPF-
Fresno sponsors a low-income rate of $20.

For questions and information updates,

Cam Fanning is the newly elected
president and membership chair of
the Fresno branch of the Women’s
International League for Peace and
Freedom (WILPF). A lifelong advocate
for social justice, Cam’s work bridges
education, creativity and grassroots
organizing.

An adoptee raised in the Deep
South, Cam studied developmental
psychology and has spent much of
her career helping children learn and
grow through movement-based play.
As a climbing coach, she specializes
in using climbing and games to build
confidence, executive function and
coordination in early childhood.
Early next year, she will travel to
Memphis Rox, a nonprofit climbing
gym in Tennessee, to help develop
their youth curriculum and adaptive
programming.

Cam’s path to activism has been
shaped by both compassion and
lived experience. After Hurricane
Helene, she traveled to western
North Carolina to help with mutual

parallel actions of solidarity here in the
U.S. to raise awareness of the ongoing
humanitarian crisis.

At the heart of her work is a belief
that art and imagination are vital
tools for liberation. A textile artist
and avid reader, Cam often fuses
creative expression with advocacy
(you may have seen her Free Palestine
banner displayed at local events or
community spaces). She sees art as
a way to both honor grief and spark
possibility, bridging the emotional
and practical dimensions of social
change.

Cam and her wife, Gigi, recently
relocated to Fresno for Gigi's new
role at Valley Children’s Hospital
overseeing the development of
their new pediatric bone marrow
transplant/cellular therapy program.
They are excited to build roots
in Fresno’s vibrant and diverse
community.

As WILPF Fresno’s new president,
Cam hopes to strengthen connections
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between local and global justice
movements while continuing WILPF’s
century-long tradition of women-led
peace work. Her vision for the chapter
centers on collaboration, education
and joyful resistance, creating a
welcoming space where people can
learn, create and take action together
for a more peaceful and equitable
world.

contact Nancy Hatcher at nhatcher4d6@gmail.
com or Kyla Mitchell at kyla.noelle@gmail.com.

WILPF MEETING

Nov. 13 (second Thursday), 6:30 p.m., via Zoom

(and sometimes also at the Fresno Center for
Nonviolence, 1584 N. Van Ness Ave.). This meeting is
open to all. Watch your e-mail for an announcement.

STIR IT UP-WILPF ON KFCF 88.1 FM
Nov. 26 (fourth Wednesday), 3 p.m.
Jean Hays highlights people and events
important to our WILPF community.

Listen to our new monthly podcast! “Valley
Voices for Peace” can be found on SoundCloud
and YouTube, thanks to host Carol Goiburn

and a mini-grant from WILPF US.

WOMEN IN BLACK

Nov. 5 (first Wednesday), 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Federal
Building, 2500 Tulare St., Fresno. We are now
joining Raza Against War’s protest. Check with Sue
Kern at skern@netptc.net or 559-349-3777.
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