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Californians for Pesticide Reform (CPR) is an environmental justice
non-profit based in Tulare County. CPR is calling on the California
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) to protect the health of
community residents exposed to the agricultural fumigant 1,3-D by
providing ALL Californians with the same level of protection from
this cancer-causing pesticide. Manufactured by Dow Chemical, and
sold under the brand name Telone, 1,3-D is a powerful pesticide
designed to kill all soil organisms. In the San Joaquin Valley, it is
applied to almond orchards and other crops, and on the Central
Coast, to strawberries.

Fordecades, 1,3-D has harmed communities, particularly Latino and
Indigenous populations which are disproportionately exposed to
the pesticide. 1,3-D was disallowed in California between 1990 and
1995 after high air concentration readings were detected at a school
in the Central Valley. 1,3-D can drift for miles at harmful levels.

The State’s own toxicologists at the Office of Environmental Health
Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). have set an average daily lifetime
cancer risk exposure level of 0.04 parts per billion (ppb). Yet, DPR
has adopted one regulation for residents and is now proposing
another regulation for the same pesticide.

The first regulation uses Dow Chemical’s standard of 0.56 ppb
average daily lifetime exposure for neighborhood residents and
children, while the other uses the OEHHA standard for occupational
bystanders. An occupational bystander is an individual working in
the vicinity of field treated with 1,3-D, but is not directly handling,
mixing, or applying the pesticide.

According to CPR’s letter to DPR for the current rulemaking process,
DPR’s proposal applies separate and unequal standards for different
groups, allowing children and adult residents near agricultural fields
to be exposed to significantly higher cancer risks than occupational
bystanders. This discrepancy cannot be justified and fails to uphold
the principles of equity and environmental justice.

CPR demands demand that DPR adopt a single health-protective
standard of 1,3-D air concentrations of 0.04 ppb for all Californians,
ensuring equal protection from this carcinogenic pesticide.
Regulations should be groundedinscience, not corporate profit, and
must prioritize the health and safety of California’s most vulnerable
residents. DPR must act now to promote sustainable alternatives to
fumigation.

DPR’s proposal applies separate and unequal standards for different
groups, allowing children and adult residents near agricultural fields
to be exposed to significantly higher cancer risks than occupational
bystanders. This discrepancy cannot be justified and fails to uphold
the principles of equity and environmental justice.

Happy New Year to you and save
this date!

Wednesday, January 15 at 7:00 PM
on Zoom:

Death Valley National Park:
Land of Unique Challenges

Abby Wines, Park Spokesperson
and Management Analyst will join
us to provide a firsthand account
of how Death Valley National Park

The CPR coalition calls on DPR to ban or severely restrict 1,3-D. 1,3-D
is banned in 34 countries, including the European Union, but not
the US. In California, it is the third most heavily used pesticide — 12
million pounds in 2019. As CPR writes in its comment letter to DPR,
“We urge you to adopt a [single] combined regulation for workers
and residents that protects all Californians to the No Significant Risk
Level set by the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
(OEHHA).” The, Dow Chemical standard, which is now applied to
neighborhood residents, including children walking to school and
farmworkers living near the fields in their non-work hours, would
permit unsafe levels of exposure to this cancer-causing chemical.

In 2018, the CPR coalition and allies won a legal victory against DPR
and Dow, forcing DPRto develop a lawful regulation. The verdict was
upheld on appeal in 2021. However, the draft rule, announced in
November 2022, fails to follow the court order by applying the Dow
Chemical standard to the public. CPR urges DPR to use the OEHHA
exposure limit in its rulemaking. Meanwhile, communities across
California, and particularly in the San Joaquin Valley, continue to
experience high levels of exposure to this cancer-causing chemical.
Several very high levels measured by DPR’s air monitors since 2018,
including in Shafter (Kern County), have so far gone unmitigated.

The California Department of
Pesticide Regulation will hold
public hearings this month as part
of its rulemaking to determine
which standard to establish for the
pesticide 1,3-D.

VISALIA

Wednesday, January 8, 2025
5:45 p.m. presentation, 6 - 8 p.m.
hearing

Visalia Veteran’s Memorial

609 W. Center Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

VIRTUAL

Friday, January 10, 2025
9:45 a.m. presentation, 10 a.m. hearing

Zoom (Virtual)

Zoom Link: https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/845767968844#success
Webinar ID: 845 7679 6884

The Sierra Club Tehipite Chapter urges you to get involved. We will
be organizing a carpool to the Visalia meeting on Jan. 8, and there is
a Zoom hearing on Jan. 10. Phone or text Gary at 559-790-3495.

deals with its many challenges. Abby has worked in Death Valley National Park for 19 years. When not working, she is usually either
hiking up a peak or rappelling down a canyon somewhere in the park.
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