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Staff and volunteers at the Community Alliance newspaper are proud of Paulina Cruz, our 
youngest staff member, who received the Youth Way of Peace Award at the Fresno Center 
for Nonviolence’s 31st anniversary event.

Cruz is a writer for the Community Alliance, a Mexican immigrant and an anthropology 
major at Fresno State. When she graduates, she “wants to work with nonprofits, especially 
after working with the Community Alliance.

“I have had the opportunity through [the newspaper] to work with nonprofits and talk to 
nonprofits…I definitely want to continue doing work like that.”

She strongly believes in independent printed media “because not everyone has access 
to social media.” While the trend is for Gen X to get most of their news from such platforms 
as TikTok and Instagram, she reminds us that “not everyone has access to that and not 
everyone has money to pay for the Internet.”

The Community Alliance is given away for free, through more than 100 distribution 
locations in the San Joaquin Valley and the Sierra Nevada mountains.

Cruz is also a Community Alliance distributor and was surprised to discover that Fresno 
State (one of her drop-off locations) is probably her most active distribution site. “Now 
people think that everything is online. They have these privileges that we don’t even see 

as privileges, that there are people out there that don’t have the same access and they get 
left behind as we move digitally.”

She says that she likes the Community Alliance because it provides news and analysis 
to people who do not have access to the Internet or don’t want to get their information 
online.

Her message to young people interested in social justice issues is to get involved. “If 
you can do one small positive thing, that is better than nothing. That small positive thing 
means something.

“We’re often taught to think in these big ways and big changes, but the truth is that is not 
really how change happens. It starts off small and then gains momentum.”

To read past articles by Paulina Cruz, visit fresnoalliance.com.
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Fresno Center for Nonviolence Way of Peace awardees (left to right): Joshua Shurley, Rita Bell, 
Paulina Cruz, Connie Young and Roman Rain Tree. Photo by Peter Maiden
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The Central Valley Progressive 
PAC: Power to the People!

The next meeting of the CVPPAC will be on Saturday, August 12 at 3:30 p.m. Here is 
the Zoom link for the August meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/91876023472?pwd=cFVK
ZzhLcUliMVdIOHNSUXR1UU1uUT09 Meeting ID: 918 7602 3472 Passcode: 989427  

This meeting will include a discussion about the CVPPAC endorsement process, 
which candidates we are considering and our Fall fundraiser.

For more information, contact:

Simone Cranston-Rhodes
CVPPAC President
Cell: 559-978-4504
E-mail: simone.rhodes@seiu521.org

YES, I want to join the CVPPAC

Enclosed is $100 for one year’s membership.
I would prefer to pay monthly ($8.33).
Student/low-income rate: $20 a year.

Name

Address

City

E-mail

Employer

Make checks payable to: Central Valley Progressive PAC, P.O. Box 
5845, Fresno, CA 93755. To pay with Paypal or credit card, go to 

www.cvppac.org.

Candidate Endorsement meeting
Saturday, September 9 at 2 p.m.  
Location: TBA

State Zip

Phone

Occupation

MAKE YOUR 
VOICE 

HEARD. 
ENGAGE!

We will be considering candidates in the following races: Fresno County Board of 
Supervisors District 2 & 3, Fresno City Council Districts 2, 4 & 6. And possibly others. 
You must be a CVPPAC member as of August 12 to vote in the PAC endorsement 
process.

Save the Date!
CVPPAC Fall Fundraiser: October 7

Do you want?
Join us as we continue our strategic plan to elect 
progressives to local office, build a labor/community 
alliance, demand clean air, clean water, police 
accountability and for all workers to earn a living wage. 
With your support we will win political power.
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