Historic
Strike at
Fresno State

BY MIKE RHODES AND PAULINA CRUZ

Faculty members at Fresno State and
throughout the California State University
(CSU) system went on strike to call attention
to stalled negotiations. The California Faculty
Association (CFA) has been bargaining
with management since May 2023. In a
press release, the CFA says that it has been
bargaining for a CSU that centers student
learning only to be met with disrespect and
derision by management.

At the Fresno rally held on Jan. 22, John
Beynon, president of the local CFA chapter,
said that “this is an historic strike and we
are striking for our students, striking for
ourselves, but we really feel deeply about
the mission ofthe CSU as being an accessible
and affordable place where people of
California can go to get an education. Itis a
people’s university.”

Beynon says that the administrators and
executives have treated the university like a
“cash cow” for a long time and that needs to
stop.

Alternatively, “when the teachers are
thriving the students are thriving. We have
to have a situation where the working
conditions are tenable for the faculty so the
learning conditions can be optimal for the
students,” Beynon said.

Mattie, a freshman at Fresno State, said
that “most of my classes are canceled. | have
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Striking Fresno State faculty gathered in the rain to picket on Jan. 22. Photo by Peter Maiden

one professor who said she isn’t part of the
same union and can't strike because if she
were she could get fired. | understand what
that feels like because we're still expected to
go to class regardless.” Mattie did not want
us to use her last name for fear of retaliation.

Another Fresno State student received
an e-mail sent to students from Kent Willis,
Ph.D., vice president for student affairs and
enrollment management, encouraging
students to cross picket lines. Willis
wrote that “there may be picket lines. |

acknowledge it can feel uncomfortable
to cross a picket line. You are welcome to
choose an entrance that does not have one.”

The same e-mail encourages students
to still attend classes that have not been
canceled and report professors who are
striking and canceling class. This is supposed
to “best assure continuity and fulfillment of
instruction.”

“Inrecentnews reports, CSU management
has only addressed our conflict over salary;
they have completely ignored the issues of

workload, health and safety concerns, and
parental leave,” said Chris Cox, CFA vice
president of racial and social justice (North
region) and San José State lecturer.
“Management wouldn’t even consider
our proposals for appropriate class sizes,
proper lactation spaces for nursing parents,
gender-inclusive bathroom spaces and
a clear delineation of our rights when
interacting with campus authorities.”

Continues on page 2

Another Victim of
Police Brutality

BY EDUARDO STANLEY

On Nov. 4, Max Sosa]r., 33, was shot dead by Fresno police.
Police responded to an apartment building in northwest
Fresno due to a call for help regarding a situation in which
Sosa was threatening to commit suicide. The person who
made the call was identified as Sosa’s wife, from whom he

had separated months before.

The Sosa family’s attorney, Kevin Little, said that Sosa
had no police record and was going through a situation
of mental stress and that the victim’s behavior was not a

danger to the officers.

The family asked the police to hand over the videos from
the body cameras of the officers, but the police provided
only part of the videos, arguing that the case is under

internal investigation.

Continues on page 2

A relative of Max Sosa calling for justice for a new victim
of police brutality. Photo by Eduardo Stanley
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More than 400 faculty, students and community members , B
participated in the Fresno rally.

CFA members’ efforts paid off with a tentative agreement
with CSU management. The strike was called off, and faculty
returned to work on Jan. 23.

“This historic agreement was won because of members’
solidarity, collective action, bravery and love for each other
and our students,” reads a CFA statement.

CFArepresentsmorethan 29,000tenure-lineinstructional
faculty, lecturers, librarians, counselors and coaches on the
23 campuses of the CSU system, from Cal Poly Humboldt in
the north to San Diego State in the south.
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Mike Rhodes is the executive director of the Community
Alliance newspaper and author of the book Dispatches from
the War Zone, about homelessness in Fresno. His website is
mikerhodes.us. Contact him at mikerhodes@comcast.net.
Paulina Cruz is a fellow with the Community Alliance
newspaper. She is a Mexican immigrant attending Fresno
State. She is working on an anthropology major with a minor
in psychology. She spends her free time writing poetry or
painting.

Another Victim of
Police Brutality

Continued from page 1

At a press conference on Jan. 12, attorney Little showed
part of the police video in which it can be seen that Sosa was
staggering from the effect of having received a Taser shot
and that he was heading toward the officers with his arms
down, not in an aggressive position. However, the police
fatally shot Sosa and argued that Sosa was approaching
them with scissors in his hand.

Little and Sosa’s relatives who were present at the press
conference say that Sosa was killed unnecessarily and
question the police version. For example, first the Fresno
Police Department (FPD) talked about the presence of three
officers but later it was learned that there were four instead.

“Asseeninthevideo, Sosawasfalling forward, powerless
from the impact of the Taser, with his head down...how
dangerous can someone like that be?” asks Little.

Can't four police officers control a person injured by
a Taser shot? Sosa’s relatives asked. Also, why didn’t the
police call a specialist to deal with Sosa, who was the father
of two children, ages two and four?

“The police gave us an edited video to justify what they
did,” says Selese Sosa, one of the deceased’s sisters. “They
had 89 minutes [before fatally shooting Sosa] to call a
specialist in dealing with people with emotional problems.
The call [to the FPD] was made by my brother’s ex-wife,

U

S

ICTFOR A }
E

- Re'ease UNED
[ Full
bodjc‘““
footage! I

Attorney Kevin Little and relatives and friends of Max Sosa at a press conference on Jan. 12. Photo by Eduardo Stanley
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and she said to the dispatcher that he wanted to commit
suicide, so they knew about the situation...Why did they kill
him?”

Selese, like other members of her family, stated that Sosa
needed help and was going through an emotional crisis,
and yet the police acted irrationally.

Before dedicating himself to mechanics, Sosa thought
about being a chef. “He loved to cook,” said his sister.

“In October, he told us that he had already paid off his
student loan, he was proud...’l no longer have debt,” he
said,” says Selese emotionally. “He felt pain, he felt alone...
But he is no longer with us.”

Eduardo Stanley is the editor of the Community Alliance
newspaper. Contact him at editor@fresnoalliance.com.

The Sosa family filed a lawsuit against the City of Fresno
for aggressive police conduct. Cases of police brutality
continue to make headlines. When victims’ families sue local
police for abuse of force, the money comes from the City’s
General Fund, not the police department. This means that,
ironically, citizens are the ones who pay for these abuses.

Selese remembers her brother as a good father and good
friend. “He loved his children very much, he dedicated time
to them. And he also took my son to football, and he liked
to cook.”

Sosa studied mechanics in Sacramento and for a time
worked in his father’s mechanic’s shop “to gain experience.”

PROVIDE FEEDBACK. E-MAIL

EDITOR@FRESNOALLIANCE.COM.

Patricia Brown Running for Fresno County Democratic Central Committee District 3

| am a Democrat who grew up with a mother raised by a single mother, parents who lived in a box car, and

four sisters who had to face systemic misogyny. | was the first to attend college and UCSC, where | studied

Politics and became a Progressive dedicated to fighting social injustice. | clerked for a federal judge. For 30+

years | have advocated for women and children as a family law attorney. The Democratic Party is a large,

diverse tent, protecting rights and freedoms, a party always striving to make all of our lives better.

Why am | running? As an incumbent going into my 6th year on the FCDCC, we have so much more to do in

this election year where we Democrats must win the down-ballot races, not just Congress and the Presidency.

| bring long-term relationships with candidates and other FCDCC leaders, and my excellent writing skills for its

resolutions, press releases, and articles in "The Fresno Bee" & "Community Alliance," where | have published

many times. | am well-spoken on issues like gun safety, domestic violence, abortion, LGBTQ, voting rights,

speaking at our Democratic clubs, political marches, schools, town halls, TV and radio stations.
My 5 key goals & responsibilities of FCDCC: 1. Welcoming. Train members & new candidates to organize effectively to win.
Strengthen the membership of Democratic Clubs. Every member and alternate is required to be on at least 1 committee. Make
more women more FCDCC leaders. 2. Refine and be aggressive in messaging the differences between our Democratic Party,
the Republican and third parties. It is not hyperbole to say our democracy is threatened in 2024. 3. Fundraising. Our head-
quarters is a necessary hub for all Democrats in the County. We are critical in supporting candidates to win. 4. Winning
elections:Keeping our standards for viable candidates, partnering with groups like Field Team 6 to register Democrats and
Independents, Planned Parenthood, Moms for Gun Safety, Black Women Organized for Political Action, and CA Latina Dems.
5. Implement our existing FCDCC strategic plan. 6. Time and Committee commitments: | am on the fundraising candidate
endorsement and by-laws committees. | have brought speakers to the FCDCC like Field Team 6, and as the speaker wrangler
as VP of the Kennedy Club. | will continue to work weekly to make sure the FCDCC is strong. | am a past President of the
Fresno County Democratic Women's Club, co-founder of the Democratic Women in Action club, co-managed the Hillary
Clinton office within a union shop, attended CADEM conventions in SF, LA, Long Beach and Sacramento, and registered
conventions in SF, LA, Long Beach and Sacramento, and registered voters at events like the Big Fresno Fair and Clovis Big
Hats Days. | organized Town Hall on the Mueller, attended by 65 and opened it to the public. As a pro bono attorney, | helped
secure an $8.7 million state grant for a 49-acre park in my neighborhood benefitting students, seniors and families.

Vote for me, Patricia Brown, on March 5th if you live in Fresno County - FCDCC Area 3. Email: pbpencraft@gmail.com




The 2024 elections will
be crucial for the political
and social stability of the
country. If Trump wins,
we will head toward a de
facto dictatorship and a
degradation of the country’s
fragile democracy. In itself, it is
an aberration that someone who
faces so many serious accusations in the

courts can run for the White House. That speaks badly of our democracy.

Biden won the presidency by a wide margin in 2020. He got off to
a good start in dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic and later handled
inflation well. Employment improved, and the country’s economic
situation remains stable.

These are not small things.

However, in recent months the political credit of these achievements
has declined significantly due to Biden'’s behavior regarding the Gaza-
Israel conflict.

Following the Hamas attack on Israel, on Oct. 7, the response of the
Israeli government has been considered extreme and global indignation
is expressed daily in massive demonstrations in favor of a ceasefire in
Gaza and against the extermination of Palestine.

Biden and His Political Suicide

FROM THE EDITOR

But Biden did not hesitate to hug the controversial Israeli prime
minister, Benjamin Netanyahu—a far-right politician, who like Trump
faces corruption charges—and promise more military and financial aid
to Israel, something totally unnecessary given Israel’s significant military
superiority in the region and the annual financial aid from the United
States to Israel already in place.

For many, Israel’s response against Gaza—the region from where
Hamas attacked Israel—is excessive, with more than 25,000 Palestinian
deaths, including thousands of children. The marches in favor of ending
the war—which, by the way, Israel has extended to Syria and Lebanon—
are the result of the global rejection of Israel’s behavior. And many of
the young people participating in the marches also repudiate Biden'’s
support for Israel.

Inother words, Bidenand the Democrats are losing thousands of voters
every day. They might not vote for Trump, but they could opt not to vote
in November 2024. And that is a threat to Biden's reelection aspirations.
Furthermore, these same young people do not feel represented by the
obsolete, boring and uncreative structure of our government. And the
Democrats are doing little or nothing to address this situation.

Therefore, demagogues’ promise of “something different”
received by thousands of young people.

Ignoring this situation is not a solution.

Democrats have problems and do not want to see them or act to fix
them.

is well

Letters to the Editor

Stop Killing People With Our Tax Money

| recently sent a note to Rep. Jim Costa about the bombardment in the
Middle East—not a “war” when one side is bombing the shit out of the
other side, literally into the Stone Age—more a humanitarian crisis in the
making.

In summary, I'm sickened by the Israeli Army’s actions and by my
government'’s support of them, so | was very disheartened by his tepid
response to my rather anodyne comments about not wanting my
government, through him, to be encouraging this disaster. He didn’t
once mention the Palestinians in a long form response.

| don’t suppose we can find anyone soon to oppose him in the next
election, but he needs to hear from others about this outrage. | later
also sent a version of this to U.S. Senators [Alex] Padilla and [Laphonza]
Butler.

Not that it makes any difference, but | have Jewish blood through
both sides of my family, so anyone wishing to call me antisemitic can
go to...you know where. | cannot be silent while we support Israel
unequivocally and allow innocent civilians to be slaughtered using my/
our tax dollars, while pretending to be critical of the indiscriminate use
of cowardly shelling.

Never mind the long history of mistreatment of the Palestinians all over
Israel and the West Bank and Gaza. If | were an Arab there, I'd likely be
fighting the right-wing government of Israel also, maybe not physically,
but through some other means.

I’'m sure that if we told [Israeli Prime Minister Bibi] Netanyahu that we
would not be selling them another fighter jet, etc., if they continued in
this manner, tomorrow we would see a rush to negotiate or at least a
ceasefire. Really not wanting to sound patronizing, but they are truly

Members of Peace Fresno unfurled a banner near the rally for Dr. Martin
Luther King |r. at Fresno City Hall. It challenged Rep. Jim Costa (D-Fresno),
who was speaking, to call for a ceasefire in Gaza. Photo by Peter Maiden

the “little brother” to our “elder brother.” In addition, | will shortly
be withdrawing my support for AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs
Committee)—OK, kidding.

My initial e-mail to Costa:

“1DO NOT want my government treading lightly on Israel’s decimation
of the people of Gaza, or any Palestinians. Israel is our little brother and
would not have the temerity to pursue its destruction of the Palestinians
without our implicit support. STOP IT. Enough! Basta!

“That’smy messageto Congress now, throughyou, myrepresentative.”
Gene Richards
Fresno

Staying Silent Is Unacceptable

The Democratic Party is and will continue to be the Party of the People.
| am a proud Democrat and will continue to defend my “Democratic
values” and convictions. On the other hand, | wouldn't say | like that
my party is abandoning the core values of keeping agricultural working
families together, helping our families to come out of the shadows and
pushing for real immigration reform to allow our agricultural families to
work legally, pay taxes and contribute to this Great Nation. Why is the
Democratic Party not fighting for these core issues of utmostimportance?

| was glad to see that [Rep.] John Duarte [(R-Modesto)] had the
courage to talk about these crucial immigration issues. Kudos to him for
the courage and taking the heat from his own party. Duarte’s campaign
flier mailed to voters [in January] was talking about issues that in the past
were part of the core Democratic platform.

Politicians need to stop playing it safe; we are playing our politics so
safe that our opponents score big political points using our Democratic

platform core issues of interest. | would like to see our elected officials
from all parties keep the discussion going until real immigration reform
action is reached. Staying silent is unacceptable.

| am advocating for statewide immigration reform for all agricultural
families to help them come out of the shadows in California and
throughout the nation. Our agricultural workers and families deserve
better! Our Democratic elected officials at the local, state and federal
levels can do better.

One more thing: Please don’t let Democratic leaders and elected
officials sell us “Slavery H2A Programs” as real immigration reform.

We want a comprehensive pathway for families to continue feeding
America, pay taxes and work legally. Ya estuvo suave (“Enough is
enough!”).

Eliseo Gamino
President, Central Valley Leadership Round Table
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MLK March in Fresno

BY COMMUNITY ALLIANCE STAFF

On Jan. 15, hundreds marched in downtown Fresno in celebration of what would have been
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s 95th birthday. It was the 40th march in the city’s history, put on
by Fresno’s Unity Committee. The march started at St. John's Cathedral and ended at Fresno

City Hall.

had
| -

A marcher holds a sign at the rally celebrating the birthday of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at Fresno City Hall. Photo by Peter Maiden
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Preparing for the Jan. 15 march in Fresno in honor of the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
alumni of a Black sorority bow their heads for a prayer. Photo by Peter Maiden

Support the Community Alliance newspaper
by becoming a subscriber. See page 3.

Reclaiming the
Revolutionary MLK

BY LENI VILLAGOMEZ REEVES

Was Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Chaplain to the Empire or
Prophet of the Resistance? His own actions and words
make clear his revolutionary prophetic vision, and resist all
attempts to make him safe, to make him a powerless icon
to be dusted off once a year in a meaningless hypocritical
ceremony.

The real Martin Luther King was an uncompromising
revolutionary, and this year Fresno folks joined together
to keep it real. “Reclaiming the Revolutionary MLK: What
Would MLK Say About the Gaza Genocide” was an event
that brought a diverse community together in West Fresno
on his Jan. 15 birthday to learn, to celebrate and to demand
a ceasefire.

A standing-room-only crowd came to Free AME Church
and Community Center to hear a panel discussion and share
experiences and even cake. Pastor Floyd D. Harris Jr., who
had the foresight to conceive the idea of a celebration that
would not be co-opted or whitewashed, greeted the group
and introduced the panel, after “Lift Every Voice and Sing.”

The panel moderator, Hajj Reza Nekumanesh, is national
director of clergy organizing for Faith in Action, and the
panelists were Layla Darwish, a Palestinian-American who
is co-founder of the Palestinian Freedom Project; Aline
Reed, president of the Fresno Freedom School; Rafael
Avitia, history teacher and co-chair of La Mesa Nacional de
Brown Berets; and Dan Yaseen, Peace Fresno activist and

co-founder and host of the long-running KFCF radio show,
Speaking Truth to Empire.

Panelists contributed from their lived experience and
scholarship to offer insight into King’s life and messages
related to the events of today. Some common themes were
as follows:

The Concept of the Triple Evils
Racism/colonialism, war/militarism and poverty/predatory
capitalism are forms of violence that exist in a vicious cycle.
“We must see now that the evils of racism, economic
exploitation and militarism are all tied together,” said King.
“And you can’t getrid of one without getting rid of the other.
“The problems of racial injustice and economic injustice
cannot be solved without a radical redistribution of political
and economic power.”

Unity, Solidarity and Mutual Support

King stated, “l know that justice is indivisible, and injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. I'm concerned
about justice for everybody the world over.

“We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality,
tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one
directly, affects all indirectly.”

Minority and indigenous communities have been on the
receiving end of oppression, and we have to be able to
identify and confront the oppressor. As Malcolm X el-Hajj
Malik el-Shabazz truthfully said, “If you're not careful,
the newspapers will have you hating the people who are
being oppressed and loving the people who are doing the
oppressing.”

Israel is a settler-colonial racist state. The history of conflict
did not start in October 2023. There have been 100 years of
Zionist colonization.

The panel talking about the revolutionary politics of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on Jan. 15.
From left to right: Rafael Avitia, Layla Darwish, Hajj Reza Nekumanesh, Aline Reed and Dan Yaseen. Photo by Peter Maiden

Palestinians are indigenous people on their own land.
There is connectivity between indigenous struggles, the
Black Liberation struggle, other anti-colonial struggles and
Palestine.

Darwish clearly stated our role as people of the United
States, as $4 billion of our tax monies go as military aid to
Israel, a military garrison state, constantly at war.

Nekumanesh pointed out that both King and Malcolm
were killed after embracing an internationalist vision and
acting on it to hold the United States accountable for its
actions.

Sticking to Principles: Truth Tellers versus “Truth Sellers”
King spoke the truth, regardless of whether others, even
his allies, thought that it would be expedient to avoid
speaking about issues other than racial discrimination in
the narrowest sense. His “Beyond Vietnam” speech and
anti-imperialist message, as Reed clearly pointed out, was
unpopular, but it is only one of many examples showing that
MLK would stand with the people of Gaza. He would say:
No to Militarism; Ceasefire Now.

His message has been distorted, and it is white fragility
that is at the core of whitewashing MLK.

Reed also noted that Fresno police have trained in Israel.
“What do you need that military training for? Who are you
going to shoot?” she asked.

Education

Avitia and other panelists emphasized education and
economic analysis. Where there are wars, some few people
are making a lot of money. Where does the money come
from? Where does it go? We need to educate ourselves and
others, educate our children.

Questions from the audience included the illuminating
“What one book would you recommend?” Some
recommended books are as follows:

e The Sword and the Shield: The Revolutionary Lives
of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. by Peniel E.
Joseph, a book that disproves the widespread myth
that Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X espoused
diametrically opposed philosophies.

* The Isis Papers: The Keys to the Colors is a collection
of essays by Dr. Francis Cress Welsing, a physician
specializing in general and child psychiatry, focusing
on the global system of white supremacy and
strategies for coping with racism in modern society.

* Red Skin, White Masks Rejecting the Colonial Politics of
Recognition by Glen Sean Coulthard fundamentally
questions prevailing ideas of settler colonization and
Indigenous resistance.

e The Atlas of Palestine (1917-1966) includes maps and
photos, along with analysis of the Mandate, the
Partition Plan, Palestine borders, land ownership,
population composition, the 1948 war, al Nakba,
the Armistice Lines, war crimes, destruction of
the landscape, the disposition and confiscation of
Palestinian property, water and agriculture and the
retransformation of Palestine’s landscape.

Community leader Gloria Hernandez asked, “Why are
theykilling the journalists?” Atleast 83 Palestinian journalists
and media workers were among the approximately
30,000 killed since Oct. 7. This is more than the number
of journalists killed during the entire war in Vietnam. This is
only in the last 100 days and does not include others like the

Continues on page 5



Reclaiming the
Revolutionary MLK

Continued from page 4

late Shireen Abu Akleh, a prominent Palestinian-American
correspondent who was shot in the head and killed by a
bullet fired by an Israeli sniper last year.

Moving from Understanding to Action

Each panelist recommended an action:
* Yaseen: Sign the petition to Rep. Jim Costa (D-Fresno)
calling on Costa to ask for a ceasefire now. Keep

Aline Reed was a panelist at a discussion of the revolutionary
politics of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Photo by Peter Maiden

Hajj Reza Nekumanesh moderated the panel. Photo by Peter Maiden

asking Costa to represent his constituents—all of
them, not just some—and to let Biden know that we
need a ceasefire now.

¢ Reed: Ask the City of Fresno for a ceasefire resolution.

¢ Darwish: Vote locally and bring good people in. Raise
our voices and participate in protests and vigils.

e Avitia: Form a study group to read and discuss
books that are real history. Leverage the power of
organization and the use of social media.

Each year on the birthday of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., people who hated him and everything that he worked
for, spoke and wrote for, went to jail for and ultimately died
for, take his name in vain and cherry-pick his words to try
to find something they can take out of context and distort
to prop up their own sympathies with racism, war and
economic injustice. Maybe some of this is ignorance, but—
let’s be blunt—it’s willful ignorance.

“Whites, it must frankly be said, are not putting in a
similar mass effort to reeducate themselves out of their
racial ignorance,” King wrote in Where Do We Go From
Here: Chaos or Community?. “It is an aspect of their sense
of superiority that the white people of America believe they
have so little to learn.”

In Fresno, people came together to learn and to act on
our knowledge, to share community and to celebrate the
real revolutionary Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., as well as to
share the beautiful cake provided by Reed.

kkkk*k
Leni Villagomez Reeves is a local physician and activist. Check
out her news and views about Cuba on Facebook (facebook.
com/fresnosolidarity/).

Silent Suffering

BY THE MEADOWBROOK TENANT ASSOCIATION

As rents continue to increase across the San Joaquin Valley,
renters are pulling together to form tenant unions to protect
themselves from negligent and exploitative landlords. This
is exactly what is happening at one tucked away apartment
complex in central Fresno. In the six months since its tenant
association was formed and began gathering resident
concerns, owners and managers have refused to recognize
the association and hold so much as an initial meeting.

From Blissful to Bleak

A normal day in the life of the residents of Meadowbrook
Apartments (near Shaw and Millbrook avenues) includes
ignored maintenance requests, double rent charges,
mail theft leading to identify theft, vehicle break-ins,
vandalism, rodents, uncollected trash piling up, animal
waste, dilapidated buildings and fencing, and property
“managers” who do little other than collect rent.

Advertised as a secure, gated community, one or more
of the complex’s gates are often broken at any one time,
leading to general decline in not only the appearance but
also the feeling among residents about the complex.

It was not always this way. Many residents remember
when Meadowbrook was considered to be one of the nicer
apartment complexes in the area, full of long-term tenants
who enjoyed the location, amenities and an atmosphere of
shared community. The perceived vibrancy of this complex
did not seem attributable to any particular difficult or secret
method.

With the transition to Apartment Rentals LLC, tenants
hoped that their way of living would continue. However, in
the four years since the property changed hands and was
turned over to this company, the beauty of the apartment
complex has slowly faded away. Where there was once
beautiful grass, there are now dead spots and clovers.
Requests for maintenance seem to disappear into a black
hole and often go unaddressed for months or years.

Many ofthe tenantsarelongtime residents who remember
what it was like before the property was sold four years ago.
Injustafew years, the apartment complex went from blissful
to bleak.

“The difference is night and day,” complained one
disabled resident, who cited issues with maintaining
accommodations such as handrails and other small items
that landlords are required to provide.

Not only have the past few years seen the quality of life
and services rapidly decline, but Apartment Rentals LLC

has also been consistently gouging tenants with onerous
fees and a host of unprofessional business practices, while
consistently raising the rent to the maximum allowed by law.

At the core of resident complaints, aside from the specific
issues mentioned, is the general disregard Meadowbrook
residents feel from on-site management and the corporate
office that oversees it.

“lmagine your rent is constantly being raised, and yet
things are falling apart. The trash has not been picked up in
weeks! There are sanitation and safety issues all around and
all they care about is squeezing more money from us,” says
tenant organizer and local college professor Joshua Shurley,
adding that “the worst aspect of all of this is not even the
lack of services and response, it is the blatant disrespect.”

In a recent survey of residents by tenant organizers in
conjunction with Fresno Tenants Together, this sentiment
was a constant refrain echoed by dozens of the tenants they
spoke to. The new managers have doubled late fees and
increased the use of “pay or quit” notices as justifications
for levying these exorbitant fees for specious reasons.

Pattern of Mismanagement

Maintenance issues continue to be an ongoing source of
stress for tenants experiencing increasing rent demands
and a marked decline in services. One such renter had
experienced an electrical fire and needed siding replaced.
More than two years later, the fire damage remains.

Security cameras once existed but now are inoperable,
leaving no recourse to the massive increase in vehicle break-
ins and car thefts that have occurred. On-site managers
have placated tenants by claiming they have reported mail
theft issues to the post office. Yet, when tenant organizers
contacted U.S. postal investigators to follow up, they
learned that no such contact had ever been made with their
office.

Far from a one-off incident, this brushing off of resident
concerns is an established pattern that Meadowbrook
residents are all too familiar with. Pushing back against
management has often seen what many perceive as
retaliatory practices.

Fed Up Tenants Organize
The Meadowbrook Apartments complex is by no means the
worst example of negligent landlords in the Central Valley.
“We are increasingly seeing more upscale properties
experience rapid decline as landlords feel they can get away
with things they previously could not,” said Shar Thompson,
Central Valley regional coordinator of Tenants Together
(tenantstogether.org), a statewide nonprofit dedicated
to housing justice issues, explaining that intransigence in
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Tenant organizer Courtney Farm voices residents’
frustration with the lack of security near her complex’s
mailboxes, which have become a frequent target for
theft. Photo by Joshua Shurley

dealing with tenant unions is a common ploy that landlords
engage in and needs to stop.

At some point, enough is enough. Tenant unions are
experiencing a wave of success throughout not only in the
Central Valley but also across California and the nation.

Apartment Rentals LLC manages about 20 other such
properties in the area, which are listed as being owned
by David H. Hussain. It is unclear to what degree these
issues are understood by Hussain and how much of these
disturbing business practices are the result of Apartment
Rentals LLC.

As is typical with negligent landlords, the management
company—in this case, Apartment Rentals LLC—refuses to
recognize the newly formed tenant association and refuses
to engage in open dialogue that might lead to the landlord
being held accountable.

“As individuals, they can lie to us, ignore us and never lift
a finger. But as a group, they know they can’t keep getting
away with this. Of course, they refuse to meet!” stated
one resident who wished to remain anonymous for fear of
retaliation.
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Dlre Circumstances
for the Unhoused

BY BOB MCCLOSKEY

Last winter in an e-mail to this reporter, Fresno Mayor Jerry
Dyer said that “some people may not believe it, but | really
do care about homeless people.” In January 2023, Fresno
City Council Member Miguel Arias publicly lamented the
fact that he sees lifeless bodies in the Tower District on his
way to work because the “warming centers aren’t open.”

To their credit, Dyer, Arias and the City Council agreed
to keep three warming centers open for extended periods
during the wet winter of 2023. For the most part, there
were few problems and the people who used the centers
were grateful. Council Members Arias and Annalisa Perea
visited the centers and agreed that they were at full capacity
and were much appreciated as a safe, dry and warm place
to sleep.

This winter, it's a different story. Currently, the City of
Fresno will only open warming centers for the unhoused
when temperatures drop to 34 degrees, leaving unhoused
people vulnerable to illness or even death. Last winter,
several unhoused people did die from exposure and
hypothermia.

While hypothermia is most common at extremely cold
temperatures, it can occur even at cool temperatures (above
40°F) if you become chilled from rain, sweat or being in
cold water. If you have a chronic condition such as diabetes,
Parkinson’s, memory loss or thyroid problems, it can set in.

Many medicines make it hard to regulate body
temperature, and if you have COPD (chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease), you might have difficulty breathing in
the cold. Many other health conditions put people at risk for
hypothermia at temperatures higher than 34 degrees.

If you are unhoused, 37, 38 or 39 degrees is not much
different than 34 degrees and you will have a miserable
night without sleep at those temperatures. Unhoused folks
often challenge the mayor and City Council members to
sleep out on the cold winter streets of Fresno.

Prolonged exposure to homelessness has a significant
negative effect on individuals that can result in death.
Homelessness is much more than the absence of physical
housing; it is a tension-filled, trauma-filled and treacherous
condition that often results in injuries and fatalities.

Warming centers provide not only shelter from the cold
but also a safe space to sleep. Sleeping centers should be
available all year to give the vulnerable, especially women,
a place safe from robbery, assault and rape.

The City should keep the current three warming centers
open all winter. In addition, the City should restore a fourth
warming center in north Fresno. Poverello House, the

Take Action!

The people of Fresno who have a heart and some
sympathy for others need to step up and contact
the mayor and City Council regarding the City’s
treatment of the unhoused.
¢ Tell them to open all four warming centers all
winter.
¢ Tell them to either abolish the Homeless
Assistance Response Team (HART) or order
HART to stop violating the human rights and
civil rights of those unfortunate enough to be
on the hard, cold streets of Fresno.

Mayor Jerry Dyer
Call 559-621-8000
Comment at fresno.gov/mayor/

Fresno City Council Members

Call 559-621-8000

Comment at fresno.gov/citycouncil/
District 1: Annalisa Perea

District 2: Mike Karbassi

District 3: Miguel Arias

District 4: Tyler Maxwell

District 5: Luis Chavez

District 6: Garry Bredefeld

District 7: Nelson Esparza

Founder: Lawrence J. KeIIy ?

The Kennedy Club
of the San Joaquin Valley

Meeting and Discussing
Democratic Ideas Since 1997

Kennedy Club meets 1st Saturday of each month.
9:00am to 11:00am. Please Join Us!

The Fresno HART team is getting paid to chat in front of Poverello House every morning. Photo by Bob McCloskey

recipient of City funds to run the centers, should provide
transportation to and from the centers.

The City should raise the temperature that triggers
opening the centers to at least 40 degrees. And the centers
should be open during wet weather. The centers should
remain open on a consistent basis because when they are
opened sporadically, people are not aware that they are
open. In addition, unhoused residents are reluctant to pick
up and move their possessions if a warming center is only
open one night.

At the Jan. 11 City Council meeting, Arias claimed the
warming shelters are open, knowing it was not true. The
night before, Jan. 10, the temperature was 37 degrees and
it was raining. All the warming centers were closed as per
City policy.

Arias went on to say that unhoused people don’t want
to use the warming centers and are “starting fires in the
neighborhoods.” He seems to forget that he was at the
warming centers last year and acknowledged then that they
were at capacity.

Does Arias expect homeless people to passively die from
the cold? People, obviously, build fires to stay warm. Arias
could lobby to open the shelters all winter now to restore
his credibility. There would also be a lot fewer fires if the
centers were open.

The City has been the recipient of more than $300
million in state and federal funding in the past few years. No
permanent housing has been established. All the funding
has gone to temporary shelters and services.

Much of the funding has gone to salaries and benefits for
service provider executives and staff of organizations such
as the Poverello House. Some of the funding has gone to the
Fresno Police Department’s Homeless Assistance Response
Team (HART), which harasses people, forces people to
move and throws away people’s possessions, including
their survival gear.

City policy allows for the confiscation and discarding of
personal property, including tents, sleeping bags and other
basic survival gear of unhoused individuals. The policy and
the practices of HART violate the Eighth Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution. It is cruel and unusual punishment.

Current policy provides for the opening of a warming
center when temperatures drop to a chilling 34 degrees.
A minimal amount of the City’s budget could be allocated

to saving lives by keeping the warming centers open all
winter. The fact remains that people are dying on the
streets of Fresno from hypothermia and chronic conditions
exacerbated by cold nighttime temperatures.

Supreme Court to Rule on Cruel and Unusual Punishment
On Jan. 12, the Supreme Court announced that it would
hear the case of Johnson v. Grants Pass, Oregon. The case
was filed by three unhoused individuals in Grants Pass
based on the Sept. 18, 2018, Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals
decision in Martin v. Boise, Idaho. This decision held that
punishing unhoused people for public camping violates the
Eighth Amendment’s ban on cruel and unusual punishment.
The appeals court ruled in favor of the plaintiffs, however,
the City of Grants Pass appealed the decision and it will now
be heard by the Supreme Court.

It could be the most important Supreme Court case about
the rights of unhoused people in years. The case will decide
whether cities and counties are allowed to punish people for
things like public camping and loitering. Currently, Fresno
policies and practices punish the unhoused on a daily basis,
as regularly documented by homeless advocates.

“The National Homelessness Law Center fully expects the
Supreme Courtto protecttherights of peoplewhoareforced
to live outside and to follow the consistent precedents set
by lower federal courts,” says Jesse Rabinowitz, campaign
and communications director of the National Homelessness
Law Center.

“Cities remain free to use any of the many evidence-
based approaches that end homelessness, like housing. All
this case says is that, unless everybody has access to shelter
that meets their needs, they cannot be arrested, ticketed
or otherwise punished for sleeping. The Court’s ruling will
have a tremendous impact on the 250,000 people who
sleep outside on a given night.”

As cases make their way through the courts, Fresno
continues to ignore court decisions and precedents. The
mayor and City Council continue to punish and violate the
rights of the unhoused residents of Fresno.

*kkk*k
Bob McCloskey is an activist and a reporter for the Community
Alliance newspaper. Contact him at bobmccloskeyO6@gmail.
com.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
OF FRESNO

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Every Sunday

9am: Exploration Hour

10am: Worship
Bold. Proud. Progressive.

bigredchurch.org 2131 N. Van Ness Blvd.

Chase Flower Shop
(559) 233-8631
1405 N. Van Ness Ave
Fresno, CA 93728

World Wide Delivery
www.chaseflowershop.com

Michael Butler
Floral Design

More Information: fresnocountydemocrats.org

Parents, Families & Friends
Allied with the LGBTQ+ Community

Meetings the 2nd Sunday
of the month @2PM

At Wesley UMC
1343 E. Barstow Ave
Fresno CA 93710

FRESNO

www.PFLAGFresno.org
(559) 434-6540
pflagfresno@gmail.com

You Are Welcome!

DESERT RIVER PSYCHOLOGY
Alexia Baca Morgan, Ph.D
Clinical and Forensic Psychologist
Baca.Alexia@yahoo.com

CA Psy 14911 559-472-8375
For appointment call 559-908-6488
Medi-Cal and most insurances accepted.




OBITUARY

In Memory of Eddie Montoya

BY SALLIE MAGGARD

Eddie Montoya was found deceased on the streets of the Tower District in August 2023,
and there was a memorial for him on Sept. 10. His name has been submitted to the National
Homeless Memorial.

Eddie was a lovely person and a wonderful lead guitar player for many years here in
Fresno. His passing hurts deeply. We were musicians, and we played together for almost
40 years. We were close friends.

We went through a lot together, and we made it to several of our friends’ funerals and
performed for them, which is not easy to do especially when you are in touch with this
person, but the family is counting on you to perform for their loved ones who have departed.

Somehow Eddie and | made it through every one of those funerals. There was nothing in
this world that Eddie wouldn’t do for his fellow man or lady in the city. He played at many
events for free; no matter what, he was there with me alongside willing to sing my heart out
for whatever event we were doing for free.

Sometimes he played on the streets of the Tower District during the day. He had his own
business as a gardener for many many years.

I'm going to be standing for my Eddie, and | wish things could have been different before
he passed but sometimes this world is so cruel to where you can’t breathe or think or know
which way to go.

| hear all the time about all this money. About $6 million given for the homeless here in
Fresno, yetdo | see it being used for the homeless. | don’t seeit. | hear about how they build
apartments for the homeless, that they're affordable. What homeless person can afford
$1,200 a month for that apartment? If they could afford that, they wouldn’t be homeless.

| live now in my car because | can’t afford $1,200 a month. I'm on SSI (Supplemental
Security Income), and I'm disabled. | worked my arm to death plus | have lupus. | have
severe bone arthritis. There’s not a date that goes by when I'm not in pain.

| don’t sing much anymore, | retired from the stage because no one wants to pay us what
we're worth. | see their cash registers go ching ching ching, and yet they want to only pay
us for the entertainment $50, $25, per man or lady, and that is not going to cover the cost
of even showing up there.

There was a time in Fresno when we could make a decent living singing and performing,
and showing our talents. Eddie and | had many disagreements on accepting an engagement
to perform for someone or some club because of the money.

Musicians have to pay bills too, like anybody else, and it's not easy for us to devote
ourselves financially, traveling and loading up the heavy equipment. | was blessed because
the only thing | had to load was my microphone.

EDDIE DEAN MONTOYA

10 SEPTEMBER, 2023 |5PM

But to all the musicians who are struggling as homeless out there, the only thing | can say
toyouis love yourself, honoryourselfand take care of yourself, and if| had the money | would
take care of all of you. Maybe someday | will return to the stage, but for now I just pray to
our Lord Jesus Christ and my savior that he will help me find a way in my own homelessness.

I mourn the loss of Eddie, the guitar player of my life. | will never forget the memories |
hold dear in my heart, in my mind. The laughs, the cries that we had together sharing the
secrets of our souls and spirit just waiting for the next performance.

I know when my day will come, Eddie will be there at heaven'’s gate to greet me for he was
a generous man and one of the strongest men | knew, as well as a most talented man and a
great lead guitarist.

| love you Mr. Montoya, rest in peace.

*kkk*k

Sassafraz Bluez is the stage name of Sallie Maggard, a singer who is homeless in Fresno.

CVLRT Endorses
Republican for Congress

BY STAN SANTOS

On Dec. 9, 2023, the Central Valley Leadership Round Table (CVLRT) met in Firebaugh to
interview candidates for California’s 13th Congressional District, which includes parts of
Merced, Madera, Stanislaus, Fresno and San Joaquin counties. The district has historically
benefitted from a huge Democratic registration advantage.

Since redistricting in 2022, CD13 remains a majority-minority population with a
14-percentage-point Democratic registration advantage. Whites are 34% of the district,
whereas Hispanics, Asians and Blacks account for almost 60%.

The CVLRT began as the Westside Leadership Round Table with members mostly
from Firebaugh, Mendota, Huron, San Joaquin and nearby cities and unincorporated
communities. In 2018, it expanded its network of grassroots and community leaders to
include Merced, Madera, Tulare and Kings counties.

CVLRT meetings provide an open forum for dialogue around community concerns, and
decisions are derived from consensus. The Dec. 9 gathering to consider endorsements was
well attended with more than 50 participants.

Democratic candidate Adam Gray spoke of the 10 years he served as an Assembly
member and part of the California Problem Solvers Caucus, which brought Democrats and
Republicans together. He stressed a bipartisan approach to protect water, workers and
jobs.

When asked about his priorities, Gray responded, “water, water, water.” He also
acknowledged initiatives to assist workers regardless of legal status and provide access to
healthcare.

Although Gray’s presentation was scripted and lacked details, he reminded the audience
that he is endorsed by State Senator Anna Caballero (D-Merced), Assembly Member
Esmeralda Soria (D-Fresno) and the California Labor Federation.

Incumbent John Duarte (R-Modesto) had a more polished presentation, introducing
himself as a farmer and businessperson. He reminded the audience that CD13 isa “Hispanic
voting district” and claimed to have a relationship with thousands of Hispanics through his
nursery in Stanislaus County.

Duarte says that he wants to “get water on the farms, drill American oil and get your cost
of living under control again.”

He stressed that “we need immigration laws that recognize the important contributions
that you have made, and you'll see | have taken every stand | can to get DACA fixed, to get
every family out of the shadows and have a legal presence here in America.”

He claimed that he is “standing up to the Republican Party and bringing change.”

The CVLRT acted immediately following the presentations and endorsed the Republican
incumbent Duarte for Congress. A joint press statement released by the Duarte campaign
and the CVLRT declared that “John Duarte is the first Republican to have been endorsed by
the Central Valley Leadership Round Table.”

CVLRT President Eliseo Gamifio stated, “l am pleased to have John Duarte’s commitment
to work with CVLRT members to improve the livelihoods of all of his constituency.”

Duarte claims to have secured an increasing number of endorsements from Latino
community leaders, businesses and organizations throughout the Valley.

Duarte’s website states that he would vote to suspend gas taxes, which is conservative
messaging when referring to high gas prices that are actually driven by oil company
profits. Duarte also declares that he will fight against “gated-community career politicians”
who want to “Defund the Police,” branding Democratic legislators, the vast majority of
whom have never uttered the words. He supports school choice “so our kids can find an
environment that meets their needs.”

Congressional District 13 Democratic candidate Adam Gray (center)
in a publicity image. Photo courtesy of adamgrayforcongress.com

Duarte’s Votes
In 2023, Duarte voted to condemn efforts to defund or dismantle local law enforcement
agencies. He voted against waivers and modifications of federal student loans. He voted
against air pollution controls in new vehicles and heavy-duty engines and federal efforts to
ban gas stoves.

Duarte voted against the classification of firearms with “stabilizing braces,” which
increased the efficacy of “short barreled” rifles like those used in recent mass shootings.

Duarte voted for the impeachment of President Biden for high crimes and misdemeanors
(Dec. 13), as well as Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas for the same (Nov.
13).

Duarte voted to expand and strengthen the Abraham Accords and to urge normalization
of relations with Israel. He also voted to stand with Israel and to reaffirm Israel’s right to exist.

He voted “to condemn support for terrorist organizations at institutions of higher
education, which may lead to the creation of a hostile environment for Jewish students,
faculty and staff.”

He voted against the expulsion of Rep. George Santos (R-N.Y.; Nov. 1) before he voted
forit (Dec. 1).

Duarte’s Donors

Among his top 10 supporters are LLCs with global interests in real estate, agribusiness,
philanthropy, financial asset management and investments in the media, communications
and entertainment industries.

One notable donor is Energy Transfer Partners, a Texas-based natural gas and propane
pipeline transport company and 35% owner of the controversial Dakota Access Pipeline,
which was opposed by a popular movement of indigenous and environmental groups. It
was a major test of the Obama administration, which halted the project. In his first month in
office, Trump issued an executive order allowing the pipeline to go forward.

Another notable donor is Bernard Marcus, co-founder of Home Depot. Marcus helped
finance the anti-abortion Turning Point USA and the Federalist Society, which engineered

Continues on page 19
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> A Luta Continua: The
Struggle That Must Be

BY MALIK SIMBA

Dr. Claudine Gay was appointed president of Harvard University on Dec. 17, 2022. She
became the first Black president in Harvard’s nearly 400 years of existence. Dr. Gay had
been serving as the dean of the Edgerley Family Division of Arts and Sciences at Harvard.

In her acceptance speech, she stated that she was honored to be a child of Haitian
immigrants and noted that her mother was a registered nurse and her father was an
engineer. Because of her father’s work with the Army Corps of Engineers, Gay spent some
of her earlier childhood years in Saudi Arabia.

In her teen years, she matriculated at Phillips Exeter Academy in New Hampshire,
graduating in 1988. Her undergraduate education was at Stanford, with a degree in
economics, and her B.A. thesis won the prestigious Anna Laura Meyers Prize. Gay earned
her Ph.D. in government from Harvard in 1998, and her dissertation won the revered
Toppan Prize. Later, she taught in that department as well as in Africana studies.

She became the dean in 2018 of the College of Arts and Sciences. During her time as
dean, Gay achieved a reputation for being an innovative and remarkable leader, and those
qualities served her well when she applied for Harvard’s presidency. She attained her new
position in a competitive search with more than 600 applicants.

Before her presidency, in 2015, she became the Wilbur A. Cowett Professor of
Government. As dean of the largest College in the University, Gay developed a reputation
for fairness and decisiveness in adjudicating unprofessional behavior of faculty. In one
instance, she removed the emeritus status of a male faculty member accused by multiple
women of sexual harassment and suspended two others for violating the faculty handbook
on professorial decorum.

Dr. Gay's research partially focuses on how diverse demographic neighborhoods are
shaped by racial and political attitudes, especially in bordering Black and Latino areas. That
interest parallels her research concerns about the roots of the adversarial and cooperative
dialectics between cross-cultural economic interests.

In 2019, Gay became a leading campus advocate for a Black Latino faculty who was
denied tenure. As dean, she continued to be an advocate for diversity and inclusion.

Earlier, in 2017, she created the Inequality in America Initiative, with more than 70 affiliated
faculty. The initiative called for funding research in the areas of social and economic issues.

Gay had the responsibility to implement the recommendations of the Presidential
Committee on “Harvard and the Legacy of Slavery” and to market the “Salata Institute
for Climate and Sustainability.” As president, she was also addressing a lawsuit against
affirmative action filed by the Students for Fair Admissions—SFAA v. Harvard.

The SFAA is part of the right-wing reactionary movement a la the Heritage Foundation,
Fox News, Trump's social media platform Truth Social, the Proud Boys, evangelicals, the
right wing within the GOP itself and a plethora of motley, unorganized, hyper-politicized
groups in every state, nook and corner of the United States. It was this amalgam’s attack
that led, on Jan. 3, 2024, Dr. Gay to resign from the presidency of Harvard.

For most, this resignation was due to an answer she gave before a Dec. 5, 2023,
Congressional committee, set up to investigate antisemitic rhetoric within a pro-Palestinian
student rally at Harvard. Dr. Gay answered that Harvard'’s free-speech code could prohibit
such speech depending on the context.

That answer was considered unsatisfactory by reactionary Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-N.Y.),
who asked if “calling for the genocide of Jews violates Harvard’s code of conduct. Yes
or no?” Gay, as with two other university presidents, gave answers that were weak and
legalistic. These answers subsequently created a firestorm of controversy, with political
conservatives across the nation calling for resignations of all three presidents.

Dr. Gay should have firmly stated that any reference to the “genocide of Jewish people”
is morally abhorrent and should not be tolerated under any campus speech code. The
contradiction is that the right wing itself has a history of antisemitism, and this question was
just self-serving to their interest at the present.

However, one should reflect upon this essential point: If a right-wing MAGA faculty, a
president or a student had said that “Negroes” should be lynched until none was left, the
Liberal Left would have demanded the immediate firing or dismissal of this individual.

Sadly, the Harvard Board, in accepting Dr. Gay'’s letter of resignation, did not say whether
a revised speech code would now prohibit “genocide speech” in reference to Jewish
people.

Shortly thereafter, various faculty at Harvard and scholars elsewhere called for her
resignation based on evidence that she plagiarized some of her publications. One
prominent conservative, Christoper Rufo, admitted that “we launched the Claudine Gay
plagiarism story from the political right.”

Gay, in her resignation letter, noted that her case is a “single skirmish in a broader war to
unravel public faith in pillars of American society.” And several of Gay’s colleagues felt she
was “brought down by a mob” as noted by Professor Ryan Enos. In her letter of resignation,
Dr. Gay said she is in the process of correcting errors in her published research, but she
shined the spotlight on the right-wing, racist, reactionary cabal that orchestrated her
dismissal.

One must keep in mind that the aim of right-wing racial conservatism, from the
Confederate flag wavers inside and outside the Capitol to Elon Musk, is to preserve white
over Black, Brown and all others. A little-known example of this racial conservatism is their
attack on the Fearless Fund set up by corporations to assist the entrepreneurial efforts of
Black women.

And for the matter of the Confederate flag and that hangman’s lynch noose at the Capitol,
not one GOP politician from the very top to the bottom has denounced such racist symbols.
Then these same Republican political leaders bemoan the low percentage of Black voters
supporting their banner.

While chairing the History Department at Fresno State, this author was asked to be an
advocate for a junior faculty member accused of plagiarism. That faculty, after a personnel
committee reviewed and confirmed the accused’s publications were plagiarized, resigned.

However, at Harvard and at the University of New Orleans, two prominent cases of
plagiarism involved famous scholars Doris Kearns Goodwin of Harvard and Stephen
Ambrose. Neither was forced to resign after being caught plagiarizing.

Goodwin was a regular talking head on late-night television, and Ambrose’s book on
Easy Company, entitled Band of Brothers, which fought Germans in WWII, became an
award-winning hit on cable television. Goodwin gave a public, heartfelt apology but lost
her late-night spot; she and Ambrose continued to teach at their universities.

Giventhis backdrop, the ultra-right has made clear thatas they defeat the use of affirmative
action in higher education, they will also defeat its intellectual child, “Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion (DEI).” In fact, Fresno State just hired a full-time vice president to implement DEI.

Ironically, the now-accepted idea in higher education of “publish or perish” is of recent
origins. Before the 1970s, for Fresno State and many state colleges, faculty tenure was
driven by academic activities such as attending conferences and reading academic papers.
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General view of Harvard Yard, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. The president of Harvard,
Dr. Claudine Gay, resigned under pressure from the right wing and Congressional Republicans.
Photo courtesy of The Commons

When this author was hired to chair the History Department, only one faculty, from my
recollection, had published a book. The department was composed of all white men except
for one Hispanic faculty who was hired from Chicano Studies. As the History Department
and all others at Fresno State began to hire more women and minorities, the standard for
tenure shifted, and new faculty were required to have at least three published articles in
academic journals or a book.

A curious contradictory dilemma was created when older white senior faculty who had
not published at all now sat in judgment to evaluate younger (DEI) publishing scholars.
Therefore, the ultra-right attack on higher education, be it a Harvard president or others
hired to diversify and include, is purely a political act to impede and stop the browning of
American society at the white-collar level.

However, my experience in hiring qualified, new, young, diverse faculty who could
step up their game and be publishing scholars reveals that DEI should be an acronym for
Diversity, Excellence and Inclusion.

*kkk*

Malik Simba, Ph.D., is emeritus faculty of Africana studies and history at Fresno State.
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Monthly meeting the first Tuesday
of the Month. Check the web site
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POL TICAL
e CAUCUS

Fresno

Fresno, National Women’s Political Caucus is a pro-choice,
multicultural, intergenerational, and multi-issue grassroots
organization dedicated to increasing women’s participation in the
political process and creating a true women’s political power base
to achieve equality for all women.

NWPC Fresno recruits, trains and supports pro-choice women
candidates for elected and appointed offices at all levels of
government regardless of party affiliation.

P.O. BOX 5553 * Fresno, CA 93755-5553
FB: NWPC Fresno

https://www.nwpcfresno.org *




Did you know that the Community Alliance newspaper

has had a Spanish-language section since 20127

JAPANESE AMERICAN
CITIZENS LEAGUE

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA DISTRICT COUNCIL

SATIIRIMY, FEBRUARY 10, 2024

Social Time: 11:30 am

Program & Lunch: 12 noon-2 pm
The program will include the CCDC JACL Officer Installatiom———

EVENT LOCATION: Fresno County Historical Museum,
Big Fresno Fairgrounds
1121 S. Chance Avenue (free parking @ Chance Ave lot)

2024 Distinguished American Award
Judge Johnny Gogo

awit

e speaker e
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Herry Yo Nakagawa
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I would like to purchase: uncheon ticket(s) at $40 per person.

Enclosed: $ Additional Donation: $

Number of entrees with salad, rice and dessert: ___ How many vegetarian entrees:
Attendee Name(s):

Phone: e-mail:

RSVP: FEBRUARY 1ST CHECKS PAYABLE TO: CCDC JACL ~ RESERVATIONS WILL BE CONFIRMED AT THE DOOR
SEND COMPLETED FORM AND PAYMENT TO: TRAVIS NISHI, P.0. BOX 26925, FRESNO, CA 93729
QUESTIONS OR ACCOMMODATION NEEDS: BRIANT@CSUFRESNO.EDU; TSNISHI@AOL.COM (559) 281-6497

WHAT IN THE WORLD
ARE WE DOING?

BE A PART OF THE SOLUTION TO OIL POLLUTION.
RECYCLE USED MOTOR OIL AND OIL FILTERS

Free recycling with the City of Fresno
residential curbside program and free
recycling at certified collection centers.

CALL (559) 621-1111 FOR MORE INFORMATION

T RECYCLE
USED Ol USED OIL FILTERS

Funded By

CalRecycle/d)

LIC.NO. 0600205

MEDICARE INSURANCE PLANS

Insurance Plan Comparisons / Personal Service
Medicare-MediCal Plans / Free Consultation

Yaseen Insurance

3134 Willow Ave, Ste 102 Clovis CA 93612
559-251-3361

danyaseen@comcast.net
www.yaseeninsurance.com

Tanveer “Dan” Yaseen

An independent insurance agent specializing in senior
insurance in Fresno for 27 years. Licensed to sell Medicare
Health Plans offered by major insurance companies.

Questions? Call Dan 559-251-3361

PEACE

Action for social justice and dlternatives to war

Wondering what makes for a worthy follow-up to your
new 17emr'5 resolutiond We kKnow. ]aim'ng Peace Fresno
and our allies locally, nationally, and glopally in our
efforts to end war does.
We thank. you for your efforts 5 actions for peace.

Monthly meeting: 4th Thursdays, 6:30pm at Fresno Center for Nonviolence
Street Demonstrations: Saturdays & Tuesdays, 3:00 pm Blackstone & Nees
(Check our Facebook page for updates)

To receive our emails: camille.russell@att.net

president@peacefresno.org

559.668.0591
peacefresno.org

Got CBD?

100% /
Effective

Natural

0% THC

- 100%
g Riforiable

Contact: smiley &«
smileycalderon@gmail.com

PACIFICA RADIO
EVENING NEWS
Daily at 6 PM

HKFCK

Musm & News, Arts & Views,

rzoz Ayvnygid FONVITI o©
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CVPPAC’s Top Priority Is to Elect
Progressive Candidates to Local Office

" I: The Central Valley Progressive PAC
urges you to SUPPORT AND VOTE
for the candidates we have endorsed

in this election cycle. To learn more

The next Central Valley Progressive
PAC meeting will be in-person on
Saturday, March 9, at the Fresno
Center for Nonviolence. We encourage

Stop the Board of
Supervisors from
changing the name of
Yokuts Valley
to a racist slur.

you to help our endorsed candidates
by financially contributing and working
on their campaigns.

-.- . _|-
IEI- ‘*';-_.

These are our endorsed candidates

about the positions they take on issues
that progressives care about, visit
cvppac.org/candidate-responses.

THE CONTENT IN THIS SECTION IS PAID FOR BY THE CENTRAL VALLEY PROGRESSIVE PAC

POWERMENT
EMPOWERHEN)

An intersection for workers® rights,
policy discussions and activism

Build connections
and trust in your
community

Free workshops for
community
empowerment

Monthly classes
for all levels
of activism

powerwithpeople.org

23 THECONTENT INTHIS SECTION IS PAID
./ FORBY THE CENTRAL LABOR COUNCIL
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WoMEN’s INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM
WILPF Fresno, P.O. Box 5114, Fresno, CA 93755

Help us find you!

Are you getting our announcements of meetings and events? Our contact list is
sometimes badly out of date. Let us know your current info: Send an e-mail message to
Teresa Castillo at taca_03@ymail.com or text 559-360-8054.

MEMBERSHIP BRUNCH IN MARCH
AND YOU ARE ALL INVITED!

In celebration of Women's Herstory Month, YOU ARE ALL INVITED to our MEMBERSHIP
BRUNCH this March. Details coming soon, but our contact list is old, so please let us
know your current contact info so you don’t miss out. Reply to Teresa Castillo at taca_03@

ymail.com or text 559-360-8054.

WHY WILPF?

Local, National and International
Solidarity

WILPF is a grassroots, community-based
international organization of women and
men dedicated to building a world free of
violence and all forms of oppression. The
Fresno Branch is part of WILPF-US, which is
a national section of WILPF-International.
WILPF Fresno has many activities, and
some are listed below. New people are
always welcome.

Connection

In WILPF, you have the opportunity to
work together with other people in
our community on the issues that are
most important to you. We support
each other and understand that it's all
connected. In addition to our local actions
and committees, there are national
action committees that welcome your
participation.

Intersectionality

In WILPF, intersectionality is the rule. This
is an organization that understands and
works with the interrelationships between
peace, anti-racism, anti-imperialist
struggles, women’s rights, economic
justice, environmental protection and
justice, and more.

WILPF members Nancy Waidtlow and
Gerry Bill march for Martin Luther King's
vision of a just peace. Photo by LVR

Find us on Facebook!

ASK ME

WHY | AM A

DANGEROUS
WOMAN

Decision-Making
Who's in charge here? We are! This is a
membership-run organization.

Endurance

WILPF is more than 100 years old and still
going strong. Fresno WILPF is 59! We're
not going away, and we are not going to
quit even if the struggle is long, difficult
and frustrating.

Gender Perspective

WILPF is rooted in the lived experience of
women. We also welcome men who are
able to work within that framework.

WILPF Fresno: facebook.com/Wilpf-Fresno-395764603812264/

WILPF Fresno Earth Democracy: facebook.com/WILPF-Fresno-Earth-Democracy-497869307089677/
WILPF Fresno Library Committee: facebook.com/WILPF-Fresno-Library-Committee-437118029825800/
Fresno WILPF Cuba Solidarity Committee: facebook.com/fresnosolidarity/

Send dues to WILPF Fresno, P.O. Box 5114, Fresno, CA 93755.

WILPF-US membership is $35/year. WILPF Fresno sponsors a low-

For questions and information updates, contact Nancy Hatcher at

nhatcher4d6@gmail.com or Kyla Mitchell at kyla.noelle@gmail.com.

RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP NOW! income rate of $20.
HERE'S HOW

WILPF MEETING STIRIT UP-WILPF

Feb. 8 (second Thursday),

7 p.m., online and in
person, Fresno Center for
Nonviolence. Watch your
e-mail for an announcement
with a link and a call-in
number. For info, contact
Teresa at taca_03@ymail.
com or Leni at lenivreeves@
gmail.com.

KFCF 88.1 FM

Feb. 28 (fourth
Wednesday), 3 p.m. Jean
Hays highlights people and
events important to our
WILPF community.

UNPACKING RACISM
With Dr. Jean Kennedly.
Moving toward community
event participation. To

join, RSVP with your e-mail
address to drjeankennedy@
yahoo.com or text 559-
270-1023.

WOMEN IN BLACK

Feb. 7 (first Wednesday),
noon, Courthouse. Check
first with Sue Kern at skern@
netptc.net or 559-349-
3777.

RECLAIMING THE
REVOLUTIONARY
MARTIN LUTHERKING
CELEBRATION

We of Fresno WILPF were proud to be part
of this event on the birthday of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

| can remember WILPF Fresno activist-
musician Patricia Wells-Solorzano
expressing her disgust last year after
an MLK Day observance with heavy
participation by those who hated him
and everything he stood for. Many of us
felt the same way, although we recognize
and honor the sincerity and dedication of
some of those on the Unity Committee.

When Rev. Floyd Harris proposed a
celebration of the real, unwhitewashed
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., we offered
our support and participation. Well,
it happened and a diverse standing-
room-only crowd came to the Free AME
Church and Community Center to hear a
distinguished panel discuss “What would
MLK say about the Gaza genocide?” (See
article elsewhere in this issue.)

WILPF member Rev. Floyd Harris at the
Free AME Church on Martin Luther King
Day. Photo by LVR

L i
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Reclaiming the Revolutionary Martin Luther King cake, Jan. 15, 2024

THE REAL DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. SAID

“I know that justice is indivisible, and injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. I'm
concerned about justice for everybody the world over.”

“We've committed more war crimes almost than any nation in the world, and I’'m going to
continue to say it. And we won 't stop it because of our pride and our arrogance as a nation.”

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
ASKS COSTATO
SUPPORT CEASEFIRE
RESOLUTION

House Resolution 786 calls for an
immediate de-escalation and ceasefire in
Israel and occupied Palestine, and for the
Biden administration to send and facilitate
the entry of humanitarian assistance into
Gaza. There are 17 co-sponsors; Rep.
Barbara Lee is the only one from California.
This resolution has been referred to the
Foreign Affairs Committee, of which Rep.
Costa is a member.

Our message reads: We expect that
our representatives will support peace
through humane and decent actions.
We expect you to represent all of your
constituents, without bias, by showing
your understanding and support of an

Your WILPF newsletter editor, Leni
Villagomez Reeves, on the corner for
Palestine. Blackstone and Nees, Tuesdays
at 5 p.m., Saturdays at 3 p.m.

immediate de-escalation in Israel and
occupied Palestine. Our expectation is
that you value the protection of all civilian
lives enough to act with integrity and
humanity by calling for an immediate,
sustainable ceasefire.

THE CONTENT IN THIS SECTION IS PAID FOR BY WILPF. THE WILPF PAGE IS USUALLY COMPILED AND
EDITED BY LENI VILLAGOMEZ REEVES (LENIVREEVES@GMAIL.COM).

—
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2 Securlty Implications of
§ Climate Change

" BY DEBAY TADESSE

FEBRUARY 2024

After the open discussion on climate change and security at the UN Security Council in
July 2011 during the German Council Presidency, and considering further developments,
governments and nongovernmental organizations actively promoted this topic with a
broad spectrum of global stakeholders.

Over the past few years, there has been a noticeable increase in the worldwide
discourse surrounding the security implications of climate change. It is almost universally
acknowledged that climate change is one of the biggest threats to human welfare, global
economic growth, and peace and security.

Droughts, floods and the general deterioration of the agricultural base are among the
climate scenarios that combine to further lay the groundwork for ongoing environmental
decline and instability in human security. These circumstances could lead to heightened
competition for resources such as food, land and water, resulting in consequences that
frequently lead to confrontation.

Moreover, the 2014 Quadrennial Defence Review designated climate change as a “threat
multiplier.” This implies that social conflicts, political unrest, poverty and environmental
degradation—all of which are currently widespread worldwide—will most likely be made
worse by climate change.

The globe is facing a security challenge from climate change. A study published in A
Journal of Peace Research and Action by Peter Halden et al. concluded that climate change
might pose a significant danger to global political and economic stability because it
weakens nations and societies. Therefore, it can put a great deal of stress on nations’ and
societies’ ability to plan, organize and communicate.

This weakening effect will severely harm human security and imperil livelihoods,
development and health. A decline in “interaction capacity” is probably going to make it
harder for governments and other institutions to stop criminal networks using large-scale
violence.

Vulnerability is caused by events and a lack of resilience, especially the capacity to adapt.
Adapting to climate change is crucial for development, institutional strengthening, raising
public awareness and education, fostering social strength and improving governance.
Inadequate response to climate change could jeopardize these initiatives.

Precarious situations in coastal communities are expected to deteriorate due to erratic
rainfall patterns and rising sea levels. Global worries have been raised about food, energy
and water shortages brought on by extreme weather occurrences such as storms, floods
and droughts. More migratory movements are predicted as a result of climate change.

The changed rainfall patterns brought about by global warming are causing variances in
the water supplies of many states. Although certain places receive intense rainfall, others
receive less than average or no rain. As a result, areas with higher rainfall experienced
record-level floods, whereas areas with lower rainfall faced relentless droughts.

Rivalry over the limited resources is probably going to rise. For instance, when food
needs increase, arable land becomes more desirable far and wide. It is necessary to
improve regional collaboration and alter current agreements to reduce the likelihood of
confrontations. The main concern is that climate change threatens to overburden states and
regions.

Climate Diplomacy

Global concerns require global answers. Climate diplomacy is how states work together
to address this complicated issue. One country acting alone will not be able to address the
climate calamity.

A new paradigm in climate diplomacy is emerging due to the security implications of
climate change. This paradigm includes existing policies, such as development cooperation,
humanitarian assistance, conflict prevention, and mitigation and adaptation initiatives for
climate change.

The primary purpose of climate diplomacy is to move from risk assessment to practical
steps to alleviate climate change-related threats. With its focus on prevention, climate
diplomacy can offer new opportunities for social and economic development by, for
example, implementing sustainable solutions in the water and energy sectors and, more

In summer, some polar bears do not make the transition from their winter residence on the
Svalbard islands (in the Arctic) to the dense drift ice and pack ice of the high Arctic where
they would find a plethora of prey. This is due to global climate change, which causes the ice
around the islands to melt much earlier than previously. The bears need to adapt from their
proper food to a diet of detritus, small animals, bird eggs and carcasses of marine animals.
Often, they suffer starvation and are doomed to die. The number of these starving animals is
sadly increasing. Photo courtesy of The Commons

broadly, collaborating on the low-carbon economy and climate-resilient green economy
strategies. It can also offer potential pathways for regional cooperation and benefit sharing.

Public participation in the discourse surrounding climate diplomacy is one of the Climate
Diplomacy Initiative’s primary strategic goals.

Through implementing sustainable solutions in the water and energy sectors and
collaborative efforts on low-carbon and climate-resilient green economy initiatives, climate
diplomacy—which strongly emphasizes prevention—can offer novel avenues for social and
economic advancement. In addition, it can provide opportunities for regional cooperation
and win-win solutions.

With its enormous global ramifications, the climate crisis ranks among the most pressing
issues of the 21st century. As things stand, our planet is going to get much warmer.
Therefore, given the significant ramifications for U.S. foreign policy, a more active role for
foreign policy in international climate policy is needed, mainly through climate diplomacy.

Global warming is a geopolitical issue that affects every nation. To solve this worldwide
challenge, the State Department and its diplomats must collaborate with other nations
through climate diplomacy.

Conclusion

One of the most significant environmental, social, economic and political challenges of this
generation is climate change, which is already happening. Climate change is also a threat
multiplier that exacerbates current trends, tensions and instability. It is crucial to understand
that there are risks beyond humanitarian concerns, including political and security threats
that immediately impact society and governments. Furthermore, in keeping with human
security, it is evident that several concerns about how climate change affects international
security are interconnected and need thorough policy responses.

By tapping sustainable solutions into the water and energy sectors and, more generally,
working together on the low-carbon economy and climate-resilient green economy
initiatives, climate diplomacy and stress prevention can create new chances for social and
economic progress.

Moreover, climate diplomacy can offer opportunities for regional cooperation and
sustainable development. The diplomacy of the 21st century will need to set higher
standards for the climate, design the required fundamental systemic changes, and
encourage and support new forms of global cooperation.

*kkk*k
Debay Tadesse has a Ph.D. in African studies specializing in public policy and development
from Howard University in Washington, D.C., and an M.A. in African history and a B.A. in world
history from Georgia State University in Atlanta. He is currently lecturing at Fresno City College
and Fresno State.
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Community Hackerspace
and Makerspace

3D Printing - Laser Cutting - Electronics - Technology
Sewing & Fiber Arts - Workshop -

Proudly located in the Tower District at 1476 N. Van Ness Ave.
Check us out online at rootaccess.org
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Helping to Preserve

Fresno’s Pictorial History
HOWARD K. WATKINS
Fresno’s Photo Laureate
www.watkinsphotoarchive.com

...and more!

(559) 355-7040
howardkwatkins @ gmail.com
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California
Gastroenterology

Associates
Board Certified Gastroenterologists
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Naeem M. Akhtar, M.D., F.A.C.G.
Ambreen Khurshid, M.D.
Mikhail Alper, P.A-C.

Excellence in Digestive Disease care for the Central Valley including Colon
Rectal Cancer Screening, Peptic Ulcer Disease,
Inflammatory Botwel Disease and Liver Disease.

Fresno Office ig?%eizl(;ﬁ:g
7121 N. Whitney Ave. S .'t 103
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Training
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Perspectives
on the War

BY EVA MAIDEN

It is more than 100 days since the start
of the lIsrael-Hamas war, and the daily
news bulletins of destruction raise painful
emotions. For me, it was an additional
shock to learn from an article in a local
newspaper thatan Israeli cousin of mine was
taken hostage on Oct. 7. His grandmother
is a Holocaust survivor from Austria who
immigrated to then-Palestine in 1947.
She carries a poster with his picture at
demonstrations.

My immediate family landed in the United
States as refugees from Austria when |
was young. Since my teens, | have been
interested in avenues to international peace.
As a college student, | returned to Austria
for a summer job. When | met children
of Nazis there, | became accustomed to
having difficult conversations.

Some time later, living near San Francisco,
| had several opportunities to speak with
Palestinian Americans about their attitudes
on Israel. Until then, | only understood
Israel to be a safe haven for Jews escaping
persecution and a land of opportunity
for developing modern agriculture and
industry. When Palestinian colleagues
described their biblical roots there and their
generations of family homes, now lost, |
began to understand their experience and
attitudes.

There is a way to acknowledge a
different viewpoint than one’s own, without
prejudice. | call it bifocal thinking. One part
of one’s lens focuses on one’s own opinions
and background. Another part of the lens
is for making an effort to “get” what the
other person’s aspirations and grievances
are—without having to buy into them. This
is different from immediately concluding
who's right and who's wrong.

Bifocal thinking does notnecessarily result
in changing opinions, but it might facilitate
a constructive interchange. For example,
we don’t have to agree on everything in
order to advocate for a ceasefire in the
Middle East.

The Palestinian demonstration in
Washington, D.C., promoting a ceasefire
made a deep impression on me. Also, | find
it valuable to follow a Jewish organization
headquartered in Washington, D.C., called
“] Street.” Recently, it has been advising
President Biden on non-military actions and
future paths for coexistence. The name of
the group comes from the irony that there is
no actual ] Street among the alphabetically
named streets of D.C.—but that street can
be imagined, like a future peace.

It can only be hoped that wise leadership
will emerge to end the present war. Israel is
ademocracy, and the current prime minister
will likely be ousted in an election next year.
His actions ignore the will of many, perhaps
most, Israelis.

Meanwhile the horrific death toll in
Gaza must be stopped. The beleaguered
residents of Gaza will need to choose a
new democratic governmental structure,
as the United Nations has been suggesting.
This will require more support from Arab
neighbors. The enormity of what is now
called “the day after” is hard to fathom, but
history shows us that it will come.

The executive director of | Street, Nadiv
Tamir, states that “we’ve witnessed an
incomprehensible level of destruction and
pain metered out on Palestinian civilians
in Gaza. It's been accompanied by truly
disturbing, hate-filled rhetoric from
members of the Netanyahu government,
calling for wanton violence and destruction
against families in Gaza who had no
connection to the crimes of Hamas.”

Recently, | Street has been advising
President Biden on non-military actions and
future paths for coexistence.

As we go to press, Sen. Bernie Sanders
(I-Vt.) is putting forward a resolution
in Congress requiring that the State

OPINION & ANALYSIS
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A screen at the Azrieli Mall in Tel Aviv calls for the return of the hostages.
Photo courtesy of The Commons

Department “report on potential human
rights violations committed by Israel
and evaluate the role that U.S.-supplied
weapons have played in civilian deaths and
injuries.”

More and more Israeli groups are also
demanding a change in Netanyahu's cruel
policies. Although his term of office does
not expire for a year and a quarter, early
elections have been known to occur in Israel
in some circumstances.

It cheers me up toremembera community
that | got to know when visiting my relatives
in Israel in the late 1900s. This group had
developed a unique village where Israeli
citizens of Jewish and Arabic descent could
live among each other. They educated their
children in a bilingual school (speaking both
Hebrew and Arabic).

They named their village Neve Shalom/
Wahat al Salaam. Their neighborly relations

were good during better political times.
In a social crisis, they struggle with their
emotions separately.

One of their successes was a program
for groups of older high school students
from both ethnic groups to get acquainted
and develop ideas for future peace. There
was often sharing of ethnic food and jokes,
easing tensions. Skilled leadership is
needed for such a venture.

Difficult as it is, maintaining hope is vital
for our spirits during the current crisis. |
believeitis possible to cultivate hopefulness
as a deliberate act. Children watch their
parents and grandparents reacting to news
of the war. We need to help them visualize a
better future.

*kkk*

Eva Maiden is a retired psychotherapist.

Fresnans Speak
Out for Palestine

BY BOB MCCLOSKEY

Zahra Al, a teacher and Fresno State alumnus, told the
Fresno City Council on Jan. 11, “I am here for Palestine, |
am here for Gaza. | am here to call for an immediate and
permanent ceasefire. | am not Palestinian, | am Native,
Middle Eastern and Hispanic. But my heart is Palestinian.

“In the history of war crimes, genocide is regarded as
one of the most grave crimes against humanity. Today at
the International Court of Justice, South Africa, along with
other nations, holds Israel accountable for the war crimes
and genocide against the Palestinian people.

“[The genocide] is funded by us, the United States of
America. [We need a] ceasefire now and to cease sending
military aid in all forms. A minimum of $3.8 billion is sent
from our tax money to Israel every year. Our money is used
to kill Palestinians; our money is aiding a genocide.

“Will we build the Palestinians a monument as we did the
Armenians? Do we remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki?
Say no to the bombing of innocent civilians.

"l ask you: Are you going to stand by and do nothing to
stop this genocide of Palestinians? | implore you: Stand with
humanity, stand with Palestine. Say no to genocide. Say yes
to a permanent ceasefire. Stop military aid to Israel, end the
occupation and allow humanitarian aid to enter and reach
the Gazans that desperately need it.”

Also speaking at the Jan. 11 City Council meeting,
Lauren Lopez of Fresno said, “I stand before you today to
address the recent statements made by [Council Member]
Garry Bredefeld in the closing moments of our last City
Council meeting. His words, as passionate as they were,
are misleading. They have unfortunately been a blatant
misrepresentation of the voices advocating for a ceasefire.

“Mr. Bredefeld has chosen to label those who call for
peace ‘advocates for hate,” specifically targeting those
who seek a moral and just resolution for a permanent
ceasefire in Palestine. He has utilized his platform to spread
misinformation under the guise of defending freedom of
speech, under the pretext of ‘defending freedom.’

“Mr. Bredefeld has engaged in a form of doublespeak,
perpetuating Islamophobic rhetoric that only serves to
gaslight community members and create an atmosphere of
fear. This tactic of conflating activism with hatred is not only
disingenuous but it is also harmful to our community.

“Last [month] in Fresno, Palestinian organizers were
attacked in public while spreading awareness on the vile and
murderous atrocities committed by Israel. Your inaccurate
portrayal of Palestinian liberation has only emboldened bad
faith actors within our community.

“Mr. Bredefeld'’s story [begins in] October [and] neglects
the decades-long aggression, occupation and the resulting
human rights violations which Israel has carried out with
unchecked destruction. Let’s not act as if it is okay for one of
the most powerful militaries in the world to indiscriminately
carpet-bomb innocent civilians, leaving a wake of over
10,000 dead Palestinian children in their path and call that
justified self-defense.

“I’'m asking you to join the growing list of cities that have
adopted a resolution for a permanent ceasefire in order to
preserve the further loss of innocent life. Let Gaza live, free
Palestine.”

Miroku Nemeth, an adjunct professor of English at West
Hills College and the College of the Sequoias attending
the Jan. 15 MLK march, said, “I've noticed over the years of
teaching teenagers, seniors in high school and community
college students that almost nobody really watches
mainstream news anymore. For quite some time, they’re all
been watching alternative news sources.

“| asked them in surveys on where they get their news
from or what they read. Some don’t even really know what
a newspaper is anymore. They look at social media posts,
they do deep dives into what they see in social media and
they are better consumers, generally, of media.

“Social mediais less controlled. There they can see, | think
very overtly, that the lies that are put forth in the mainstream
media are so egregious and so big. When you look at the
reality, which they can see on social media, they can see
children being killed. They can see because there’s almost
no filters.

“With this kind of technology and in the way in which the
people are using it it's not controlled, it's not centralized,
it's not the fourth branch of the government anymore. It still
exists but it's being discredited.”

As for criticisms of Generation Z, Nemeth thinks that is
misplaced. “I think they are some of the most empathetic
human beings. They have a morality-based sense of justice.
They have a conscience, and it gives me hope. When | teach
them to write about things, they find sources on TikTok or
they find them on Instagram.

“We are in the midst of a genocide with 150 children a day
being murdered. [These students] are gaining knowledge
from social media outlets that aren’t so biased.”

Regarding the prospect of PresidentBidenand Democrats
losing the youth vote, Nemeth said, “Definitely yes, and in

Community members calling for a ceasefire resolution at the
Jan. 11 Fresno City Council meeting. Photo by Bob McCloskey

the Muslim community we're not voting for Genocide Joe;
there’s no way. He's doubled down over the last 100 days.

“There are [more than] 30,000 dead Palestinian civilians.
Personally, | know people who've lost 35 family members.
Some have lost over 100 people in their [extended] families.
People | have known for decades. This is not abstract to us.

“When we're protesting, most of the people who are
supporting us are not even necessarily connected [to
Palestine]. They just have heart. If a person has a heart
they’ll take action.”

Linking the colonization of Palestine to the colonization of
America, Nemeth said, “l teach Yokut history as much as |
can. California history. Nobody knows of their [the Yokuts]
genocide. | was obliged to teach about the Holocaust,
which I'm proud to do, but | never had to teach about Yokut
genocide, Central Valley genocide. The population went
from 70,000 pre-colonization to 600.”

These voices and others reflect the views and sentiments
of many Fresno area residents. Hundreds have spoken at
City Council meetings and demonstrated relentlessly for
the past three months. People of conscience are requesting
that the City of Fresno pass a resolution calling for an
immediate ceasefire. They are saying it’s past time to end
the occupation.

The community is increasing pressure on elected leaders
at every level to take a stand on this humanitarian crisis. The
question remains: Will they act?

*kkkk*k
Bob McCloskey is an activist and a reporter for the Community
Alliance newspaper. Contact him at bobmccloskeyO6@gmail.
com.
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Khalida Jarrar

BY LENI VILLAGOMEZ REEVES

Statistics are important. We can know the official count of
the dead and realize that this represents only those who
have been identified and that many more bodies remain,
killed but unidentified and uncounted, under the bombed
homes and hospitals, schools and refugee camps.

We can know that most people in Gaza are displaced—
homeless, infact—and hungry. The number of doctorskilled,
the number of reporters, the number of children injured and
without medical care: These are important numbers. But
numbers have no faces. | hope we can see ourselves in this
short account of the complex life of a Palestinian woman, an
activist and a scholar, who has recently been arrested yet
again.

¢ Understand: She is a hostage, as are the thousands of
Palestinians imprisoned without cause.

e Consider: If this is what happens to those Palestinians
who struggle for liberation and freedom from
occupation through education and nonviolent means,
then what?

Arrested and Imprisoned for Publishing a Paper

Israel again arrested Jarrar on Dec. 26. She is a prominent
human rights and women'’s rights activist and former
Palestinian Legislative Council representative; she lives in
Ramallah, in the West Bank. Occupation forces arrested
Jarrar a few days after she published a research paper titled
“Violations against Female and Male Prisoners during
the Genocidal War on Gaza,” in which she detailed the
violations and crimes committed against prisoners inside
Israeli occupation prisons since Oct. 7.

First Arrest: International Women’s Day Rally

She has been arrested and imprisoned numerous times, first
in 1989, on the occasion of International Women's Day. She
spent a month in prison for taking part in the March 8 rally.
Since 1998, Jarrar has been banned from traveling outside
of the occupied Palestinian territories, after she attended
the Human Rights Defenders Summit in Paris that year.

One Imprisonment after Another

In 2015, she was seized in a pre-dawn raid by lIsraeli
occupation soldiers who stormed her house in Ramallah.
Initially, she was held in administrative detention without
trial, but, following an international outcry, Israeli authorities
tried Jarrar in a military court, where 12 charges, based
entirely on her political activities, were made against her.
Some of the charges included giving speeches, holding
vigils and expressing support for Palestinian detainees and
their families. She spent 15 months in prison.

Jarrar was released in June 2016, only to be arrested
again in July 2017 in a raid on her home by Israeli soldiers,
who broke down the door. She was also held under
administrative detention. She was interrogated at Ofer
Prison before being transferred to HaSharon Prison, where
many Palestinian female prisoners are held.

During this period of imprisonment she developed a
literacy program for Palestinian women prisoners. She was
released in February 2019, after spending nearly 20 months
in prison.

Compassionate Leave Refused

She was rearrested in Ramallah in October 2019 and held
without trial or charge until March 2021, when she plea-
bargained with the Israeli military court, “admitting” that
she was a member of the organization Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine, in order to avoid indefinite
detention. She was released in September 2021.

Khalida Jarrar

During this period of imprisonment, one of her two
daughters died suddenly of a cardiac problem and Jarrar
was denied even a compassionate leave to attend the
funeral.

Some Biographical Details

Jarrar was born in Nablus in the West Bank on Feb. 9, 1963.
She has a bachelor’s degree in business administration and
a master’s degree in democracy and human rights from
Birzeit University. She served as a director of the Addameer
Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association from 1994
to 2006, when she was elected to the Palestinian Legislative
Council (PLC)—the Palestinian Parliament.

She now heads the PLC’s Prisoners Commission, in
addition to her role on the Palestinian National Committee
for follow-up with the International Criminal Court.

She is married to Ghassan Jarrar, whom she met when
they both were students. He was also an activist; he has
been arrested 14 times and has spent about 11 years in
administrative detention in Israeli prisons, without charges.
They had two daughters, Yafa, who has a law degree, and
Suha, who had an M.S. in climate change science and
policy, and who died in 2021.

Teaching Fellow Women Prisoners

Here is a small part of what she wrote about her prison
literacy campaign, carried out during her own periods of
imprisonment:

“| decided to make it my mission to focus on the issue of
education for women who were denied the opportunity to
finish school, whether as children or those who were denied
such a right due to difficult social conditions...

“Just seeing the excitement on the faces of the girls when |
floated the idea by them inspired me to take on the daunting
task, the first such initiative in the history of Palestinian
women prisoners in Israeli jails.

“We had few school supplies. In fact, each class had to
share a single textbook that was left by Palestinian child
prisoners before they were transferred by IPS to another
facility. We copied the few textbooks by hand; this way,
several students were able to follow the lessons at the same
time...

“In July 2017, the Israeli military arrested me again, this
time for 20 months. | returned to the same HaSharon Prison.
There were many more female prisoners than before.
Immediately, with the help of other qualified prisoners,
we began preparing for the fourth group to graduate. This
time, nine female prisoners were studying for the exam.
There were more volunteer teachers and administrators.
The prison had suddenly bloomed, turning into a place of
learning and empowerment.

“The prison administration went crazy! They accused me
of incitement and began a series of retaliatory measures to
shut down the whole schooling process. We accepted the
challenge. When they closed our classroom, we went on
strike. When they confiscated our pens and pencils, we used
crayons instead. When they hauled away our blackboard,
we unhooked a window and wrote on it. We smuggled it
from one room to another, during the times that we had
designated for learning. The prison guards tried every trick
in the book to prevent us from our right to education. To
show our determination to defeat the prison authorities,
we named the fourth group ‘The Cohort of Defiance.” In
the end, our will proved mightier than their injustice. We
completed the entire process. All the girls who took the
final exam passed with flying colors.

“In the end, we did more than fashion hope out of
despair. We also evolved in our narrative, in the way we
perceive ourselves, the prison and the prison guards. We
defeated any lingering sense of inferiority and turned the
walls of prison into an opportunity. When | saw the beautiful
smiles on the faces of my students who completed their
high school education in prison, | felt that my mission has
been accomplished.”

“Hope in prison is like a flower that grows out of a stone.
For us Palestinians, education is our greatest weapon. With
it, we will always be victorious.”

*kkk*k
Leni Villagomez Reeves is a local physician and activist. Check
out her news and views about Cuba on Facebook (facebook.
com/fresnosolidarity/).

To Gaza,
Palestine:
“Your Pain Is
Our Pain”

A POEM BY ZAHARA AL

With the first blast that shattered your
peace, we cried “Genocide!”

An oppressor’s cruel act, their war crimes
cannot hide.

Each explosion they unleash, in their
ruthless, unchecked stride,

We stand firm in our charge, “It's
Genocide!” we chide.

Gaza we feel you, but do you feel us?
Gaza we see you, but do you see us?
Gaza we hear you, but do you hear us?

To visit you, to step foot on your land
To visit you, and walk on your great sand

To visit you, and hold your peoples hand
To visit you, and pray on your holy land

A dream of ours, a dream so sublime

A dream of seeing your moon shine, along
your Gaza coastline

A dream of freedom from crimes, against
your bloodline

A dream of justice, that they can not
undermine

We didn’t need a dandy man in a suit,

We didn’t need his fancy degree,

We didn’t need his plea,

We didn’t need his royal decree,

We didn’t need his foresight to clearly see
you bleed

We see your tears, We hear your screams,
We see your people flee, we see your
people bleed

Oh Palestine, you have captured our
hearts,

Oh Palestine, you have controlled our
minds,

Oh Palestine, we are indefinitely
intertwined

Palestine, an Arab land so grand,
Palestine, a holy land, so beautifully
planned.

Within Jerusalem, an old city’s span,
Every inch holds a tale, since time began.
On this sacred soil, each handspan and
step,

An Angel has graced, a memory we've
kept.

Prophets have walked, and God'’s
Messengers have stepped,

Echoes of the pious, in every corner, their
holy footprints are etched.

Stand great, stand strong, stand tall.

Labiek ya Agsa, Labiek ya Agsa

Labiek ya Gaza, Labiek ya Gaza

Labiek ya Rasool Allah, Labiek ya Rasool
Allah

“To Gaza, Palestine” poem, presented at
Woodward Park by Zahara Al
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The Sierra Club Tehipite Chapter has just
completed our annual election for our
Executive Committee, with members given
a choice of voting online or by mail. The
new ExCom and leads are listed below.

Our chapter is an entirely volunteer
organization,andwelcomesallenthusiastic
newcomers. Contact Gary at 559-790-
3495 and tell us about your interests and
we will direct you to others who share your
concerns. We can also help to select a
specificissue or project for you to focus on,
if you're not already engaged with one.

Specific projects coming in 2024 include:
holding our elected officials accountable
for the future planning of Fresno County,
including our transportation network, air
and water pollution, water usage. We
demand a rapid response to the climate
crisis, shifting our economy to solar, wind,
and geothermal power, instead of oil and
gas.

The Sierra Club cares deeply about the
harms done to our San Joaquin Valley and
Sierra foothill residents, especially from air
and groundwater pollution. We recognize
thatconstruction ofdistributioncentersand
factories harms our community members’
health, especially when new industry is
targeted at low-income neighborhoods

with significant populations of Latinos and
other historically underserved residents.

Here are our newly elected leaders for 2024:

Chair: Olivia Seideman
Vice-Chair: Pilar Calderon
Secretary: Brenda Markham
Treasurer: JoAnne Clarke

Executive Committee: Emily Brandt, Pilar
Calderon, JoAnne Clarke, Bill Fjellbo,
Carlos Garcia, Gary Lasky, Ron Martin,
Olivia Seideman, and Gerald Vinnard

And here are our Executive Committee’s
newly appointed leads:

Conservation Committee Chair: Ron
Martin

Conservation Issue Leads:
* Air Quality: Carlos Garcia, Emily Brandt
* Climate Change: Connie Young
* Energy/Qil: Ron Martin
* Environmental Justice: Olivia Seideman
* Kings Canyon National Park: Bob Turner
e Land Use/Agriculture: Dan O'Connell
* National Forests: Gary Lasky
* Transportation: Olivia Seideman
* Water: Laura Rosenberger
* Wilderness: JoAnne Clarke
* Yosemite National Park: Theresa Ho

SIERRA CLUB

TEHIPITE CHAPTER

And here are our other appointed positions:

Honors & Awards: Bob Turner, Karen
Hammer

Legal: Jeremy Clar, Gary Lasky
Membership/ Newsletter Distribution:
Karen Hammer

Outings Coordinators: OPEN

Political Chair: Bill Fjellbo

Political Compliance Officer: Gary Lasky
Programs/Publicity/Hospitality: Karen
Hammer/Bob Turner/Brenda Markham
Tehipite Topics Editor & Website
Administrator: Bob Turner

National Council of Club Leaders
* Delegate: Ron Martin ;
* Alternate: Carlos Garcia ;
* Executive Committee: Gary Lasky

Sierra Club California
* Executive Committee Delegates: Ron
Martin, Emily Brandt, Gary Lasky, Laura
Rosenberger Haider
* Conservation Committee Delegates:
Ron Martin, Emily Brandt; Alternates:
Gary Lasky, Laura Rosenberger Haider

Condor Trail: Hiking 400 Miles
Through Los Padres National Forest

Thursday, February 22 at 7:00 PM

Woodward Park Library, 944 E Perrin Ave, Fresno

The Sierra Club Tehipite Chapter invites the public to our February meeting
with Brian Sarvis, co-author of Condor Trail Guide: Hiker's Guide to the 400
mile Condor Trail Through Los Padres National Forest. Brian will share his
adventuresonthistrailthatrunsthrough sevenwildernessareas, highlighting
some of the outstanding natural features, wild and scenicrivers, hot springs,
and wildlife sanctuaries. Brian is the second person to complete a thru-hike
of the entire trail and has written a guidebook so others can enjoy the trail

too.

Join us for this unique program!

Condor Trail
Guide — —

Hiker's Guide to the 400 Mile Condor Trail
Through Los Padres National Forest in California

Brian Sarvis
with Bryan Conant

THE CONTENT IN THIS SECTION IS PAID FOR BY THE SIERRA CLUB TEHIPITE CHAPTER
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HOWARD'S HOPEFULS [STATE
Here are my voting
recomme.ndatlons for the Assembly 27h SORIA
March 5th Primary. However you
vote, please do so. Thank you.
. . A bly 31st ARAMBULA
Howard K. Watkins, retired attorney. SSEmPY 318
howardkwatkins@gmail.com.
Assembly 33rd RUIZ
Proposition 1 YES
President BIDEN
U.S. Senate x2 PORTER x2 CI I Y OF FRESNO
Congress 8th BARKLEY Mayor DYER
Congress 13th GRAY City Council #2 KARBASSI
Congress 20th WOOD City Council #4 MAXWELL
Congress 21st COSTA City Council #6 BONAKDAR
Dem Central Com #1 GAMINO Superior Ct. Judge #7 | IDIART
Dem Central Com #3 | COBLE + BARNES Superior Ct. Judge #8 | DOLAS
Dem Central Com #4 | GOMEZ Superior Ct. Judge #9 | MANGANO
GUDINO+ Superior Ct. Judge #10 | SKILES
GIBSON +
Dem Central Com #5 OHNSON +
J Superior Ct. Judge #11 | WILSON
ROWELL + KREN
Superior Ct. Judge #1 | FREEMAN Superior Ct. Judge #12 | LOR
Superior Ct. judge #2 | SANTOS Supervisor Dist 2 A
Superior Ct. Judge #3 | NEGIN Supervisor Dist 3 ARIAS
Superior Ct. Judge #4 | MUNOZ Supervisor Dist 5 CRUZ
Superior Ct. Judge #5 | TERRENCE MEASURES A & E YES
MEASURE B NO
Superior Ct. Judge #6 | KALEMKARIAN
STOP THE POWER GRAB!

Names Matter! Support Yokuts Valley!
VOTE NO ON MEASURE B

The Fresno County Board of Supervisors have placed Measure B on
the March 5 primary election ballot. Their proposal would give the
authority to themselves to “establish or change geographic feature
or place names within the unincorporated portions of the County
of Fresno.”

Voters beware! This is not about local control of place names. This
is about the federal and state decisions to ban the word “squaw”
from all place names because it is a racial slur, and to rename the
unincorporated town formerly known as Squaw Valley (93675) with
the new name Yokuts Valley. In 2021, the word “sq...” was banned
from nearly 650 places nationwide (Federal Order 3404), and by
2025, must be replaced throughout California (AB2022). All the
new names were finalized in 2023, based on 2 years of local public
input, prioritizing the opinions of local Native Americans.

* For decades, Native Americans have argued against the
use of the word “sq”, which disparages Native women and
perpetuates prejudice and discrimination. The “sq...” word is
finally banned from place names just like the “n...."word was in
1963.

* The new name Yokuts Valley was already decided by the rules
we have in place, after 2 years of local resident input that
prioritized local Native American opinions.

* Now, the County Supervisors seek to ignore federal and state
law, and usurp the decision-making power for themselves ,
which will result in needless litigation that we will all pay for.

SUPPORT YOKUTS VALLEY! Vote No on Measure B. Honor and
respect the Native Americans who have lived in the Valley for
generations. Vote No on Measure B Coalition.

PAID FOR BY THE CENTRAL VALLEY PROGRESSIVE PAC

FRESNO
COUNTY
DEMOCRATIC
PARTY

Tuesday, March 5th
Primary Election

DECADES OF
PROVEN
LEADERSHIP

AND SAVEOURNATURAL RESOURCES



Isabel De La Torre
Murdered by the
Clovis Police

BY MIKE RHODES

A police dog was used by the Clovis Police to extract
35-year-old Isabel De La Torre, an unarmed woman, from
her bathroom. The dog bit and drug the woman out as
officers quickly forced her face down on the floor. De La
Torre was handcuffed, and multiple officers put their full
body weight on De La Torre’s back while others held her
arms and legs.

Within minutes, she was dead, the autopsy citing
homicide as the cause of death. What started out as a
medical crisis ended in asphyxiation and the needless death
of De La Torre. Would things have turned out differently if a
mental health professional had been sent to the De La Torre
home instead of heavily armed police and a K-9 unit?

On Dec. 19, an attorney for the De La Torre family, Kevin
Little, announced the City of Clovis had agreed to pay $1.9
million to settle the case. At a press conference, Little and
attorney Rodolfo Gonzalez made the following statement.

“The De La Torre case arose from a March 26, 2022,
incident in the City of Clovis, during which Isabel was
experiencing a medical emergency. Officers were told when
they arrived on scene that Isabel was not armed, and that
she just had a seizure. Isabel needed emergency medical
help, not excessive force. She had committed no crime.
Isabel also was a small individual, who was outnumbered
eight to one by trained, armed police officers.

“Despite the non-criminal nature of the incident, Isabel’s
being unarmed, and greatly outnumbered, the involved
Clovis officers devised a paramilitary response that made
the use of force their first option. Isabel was forcefully kept
in a bathroom by officers, who held the door shut until a
K-9 was in place to attack her. Then, without any advance
warning to Isabel, the K-9 immediately attacked Isabel
as the officers allowed the bathroom door to open, even
though video proof shows that Isabel emerged from the

woman who was being attacked by multiple officers and
felt her life slipping away.”

De La Torre’s aunt, Raquel Berumen, speaking at the
press conference, said if “any person is calling for help, [the
police] should come to them and help, not kill.”

Little noted that “anyone else who would have acted as
the officers in the De La Torre case did would at minimum
be facing manslaughter, if not murder, charges. The
maximum penalty for manslaughter is 11 years in prison,

A Clovis Police K-9, such as the one shown here, was used
to drag Isabel De La Torre out of the bathroom of her home.
Screen grab from a Clovis Police Department bodycam

and the maximum sentence for murder is either 15 years to
life if second degree and 25 years to life if first degree.”

The Community Alliance newspaper has submitted a
California Public Records Act (CPRA) request to the City of
Clovis and will post the requested video (from the officers’
body cameras) at fresnoalliance.com when it is available.

vzoz Advnygai FONVITI J

Isabel De La Torre was killed by Clovis police officers who
responded to a mental health concern by using lethal
force. The autopsy report listed the manner of death as
a “homicide” and the cause of death as “positional and
compressional asphyxia due to prone restraint.” Photo
courtesy of Kevin Little

bathroom unarmed and did not attack any officers.

“The K-9 continued to bite Isabel even after she was
prone, face-down on the ground. The justification for the
continued use of force on Isabel was that she was holding
an officer’s foot, but the video evidence shows that was
nothing more than an instinctive act of desperation of a

The autopsy report, a short video of the incident and the full
statement by the attorneys for the De La Torre family can be
viewed at fresnoalliance.com.

*kkkk*k
Mike Rhodes is the executive director of the Community
Alliance newspaper.

Happy Valentine Days
Fresno Center for Nonviolence February 2024

Dedicated to PEACE and SOCIAL JUSTICE through
SIMPLICITY ~ JUSTICE ~ INCLUSIVENESS ~ NON-INJURY
1584 N. Van Ness Ave., 93728 - email: info@centerfornonviolence.org - www.centerfornonviolence.org -
- (559)237-3223. To see a more colorful and complete version of our page, go to our website.

Richard Gome;

Wars is the Root of all Money

If only more leaders felt the travesty, the destruction and death they unleash when going to war, maybe
they would realize that the cost of war in human lives was too great. After one great battle of the Civil
War, President Lincoln quiet but filled with dread as an officer reported the casualty from that battle. His
mind, spinning in sorrow, the multitude of men dead and severely injured. He felt the room, slowly filling
with their blood until he himself was drowning in their bodily essence. The officer stopped, noticing the
president gripped in anguish and unmovable. Until his wife Mary, she was the only one who lead him back
to his bed.

L

((( ))) 88.1 FM KFCF J
Stir it, UP! @
Next show is

Wednesday February 14th at 3 pm.
Our host Joshua Shurley and hopefully, Rabbi
Rick as possible guest to follow up after Reza’s
appearance in December. For more information
call on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at (559)
237-3223 or check our website at
www.centerfornonviolence.org.
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“Face it, we can’t make TV’s, stereos, or cars; but we can make wars. And why not, we are very good at it.
And like any other famous fast-food giant, we have over 700 franchises all over the world. We are ready
for it, anywhere, any place any time, and just like any other burger joint we’ll lie to you by saying that it’s
good for you, part of everyone’s special diet. And we have discounts for everyone, the young, the not so
young, women, ethnics varieties and senior citizens too. We don’t really care who we kill because at least
half of every gun, rocket, bomb, or weapon that kills anywhere in the whole world is made here in the
good old USA. All because of the profit margins; money, money, money, the cost is inhumane. Why the
American military budget is and has been for decades, larger than the next ten countries combined. |
wonder how much of that money goes to military personal, military armaments and payments to the big CEO?
Profits whether heavenly sent or devilish destructive are big, bigger, and the biggest. “

In January, Joshua Shurley engaged with
advocate and organizer Marc Woodruff, the
director of the Community Justice

Network and program strategist for

Advance Peace in Fresno. Discussion (
on alternatives to traditional models

of "criminal justice," the importance of
"decolonizing" currently favored by the status
quo, as well as how we bring about narratives
that increase mutual trust and build community.
To hear again go to: https://on.soundcloud.com/
NRxRn.

President Harry Truman was worried that he would be known as the World’s Worst Mass Murderer after he
looked at the pictures of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombing. The same man who at the end of the first Worl
War, wrote in his diary that the Allied Forces should sweep into Germany and kill every man, woman, and child,
because all Germans are monsters or will become monsters. A comment throughout the ages believed that by
eliminating the enemy, wars would be ended forever. But for a moment he discovered the true monster, he
ordered no more bombings and accepted the Japanese “unconditional” surrender which the Japanese
government agreed to if only the emperor was spared any criminality. A condition not shared by Americans.
Then he called the State Department and ordered that shipment of food, medicine and clothing headed to
Moscow, be diverted, and now sent to Greece to help the British occupy that country. And so it goes, the
business of war.

with inspiration by George Carlin, - Editor.

THE CONTENT IN THIS SECTION IS PAID FOR BY THE FRESNO CENTER FOR NONVIOLENCE
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ArtHop Downtown/Tower District 5 p.m.-8 p.m.
Museums, studios, galleries and other venues
open their exhibits free to the public. For more
info, visit FACarthop on Facebook.

THU
01

ArtHop Fresno Pacific University 5 p.m.-8 p.m. Ewert Art
Gallery, Warkentine Culture and Arts Center, 1717 S. Chestnut
Ave. “Anne Whitehurst: Latent Common Denominators.”
Reception. Whitehurst's agricultural-themed social realist
artworks explore the impact of manmade landscapes.
Exhibition through March 1. For more info, contact 559-453-
3677 or wayne.steffen@fresno.edu.

Janzen Writers Series 7 p.m. Lin Family Performance Studio,
Warkentine Culture and Arts Center, Fresno Pacific University,
1717 S. Chestnut Ave. Fresnan Anthony Cody, a Latinx poet,
has lineage in the Bracero Program and the Dust Bowl. Cody
will speak to his upbringing and how his own identity has
shaped his work. His latest collection is The Rendering. His
debut collection, Borderland Apocrypha, won a Whiting
Award and an American Book Award. Cody teaches in the
MFA program at Randolph College in Lynchburg, Va. For
more info, contact 559-453-3677 or wayne.steffen@fresno.
edu.

CineCulture: Chinatown Rising 5:30 p.m. Peters
Educational Center Auditorium, Fresno State.
Discussant: Josh Chuck (director). Against the
backdrop of the Civil Rights movement of the
mid-1960s, a young resident of San Francisco’s Chinatown,
armed with a 16mm camera and leftover film scraps from
alocal TV station, turned his lens onto his community. His
exquisite unreleased footage captured a divided community’s
struggles for self-determination. It presents the Asian
American movement from the perspective of the young
residents on the front lines of their historic neighborhood in
transition. For more info, contact mhusain@csufresno.edu or
visit cineculture.csufresno.edu/.

FRI
02

Screening: Rhythms of the Land 5:30 p.m. Dante Club
Fresno, 6176 N. Grantland Ave. Special kickoff event for Black
History Month. This documentary sheds light on the narratives
of Black sharecroppers, farmers and gardeners, providing a
powerful and often overlooked perspective on Black agrarian
life. Screening followed by a panel discussion with special
guests: Dr. Gail Myers, a cultural anthropologist, creator of
Rhythms of the Land and co-founder of Farms to Grow, Inc.,
and a panel of Black farmers and chefs. Hosted by the African
American Farmers of California. For more info, contact 559-
232-7001 or natijohnson27@gmail.com or visit tinyurl.com/
AAFCscreening.

Kennedy Club of the San Joaquin Valley 9 a.m.
Via Zoom. Speaker: California Gubernatorial
Candidate Betty Yee. For more info, contact 559-
435-4043 or claval@comcast.net.

SAT
03

Black History Month Celebration 5:30 p.m. Golden Palace
Event Center, 2625 W. Vassar Ave. Honoring Our Local
Trailblazers. Honorees: Paul Forte Jr., Robert Golden, Rev.
Chesney McGensy, First Lady Janetta McGensy, Trustee
Yolanda Moore, Brenda L. Starks, Dorothy Thomas and
George H. Wilson Jr. Jesse McDonald Jr. Community
Dedication: Debbie Darden. Passing the Torch: Desirae
Washington. Shining Star: Staci Jones. $125/person. For
tickets, visit aahcmsjv.com. For more info, contact 559-544-
1857 or aahcmsjv@gmail.com.

TUE National Women's Political Caucus (NWPC)
06 5:30 p.m. Los Amigos Restaurant, 5088 N.
Blackstone Ave. Speakers: Dee Barnes and Patty
Cappelluti. Topic: Let's Get Ready to Vote! For
more info, contact 559-222-6212 or joanne@pbyoga.com.

KFCF 88.1 FM: Nuestro Foro 7 p.m. Radio show in Spanish
hosted by Eduardo Stanley. For more info, visit kfcf.org.

Candidate Forum 6:30 p.m. Fresno County Board of
Supervisors District 2 candidates, 7:45 p.m. Fresno City
Council District 6 candidates. Hyatt Place, 7333 N. Fresno St.
Hosted by Fresnoland in partnership with Valley Public Radio,
the League of Women Voters and CMAC. Streaming on CMAC
for those who cannot attend in person. For more info, contact
559-202-3656 or danielle@fresnoland.org.

KFCF 88.1 FM: Stir It Up! 3 p.m. Community
Alliance radio show hosted by Daren Miller. Guest:
Hajj Reza Nekumanesh, executive director of the
Islamic Cultural Center of Fresno. For more info,
visit kfcf.org.

WED
07

Women'’s International League for Peace and
Freedom (WILPF) 7 p.m. Online/in person, 1584
N. Van Ness Ave. For more info, contact 559-360-
8054 or taca_03@ymail.com.

THU
08

CineCulture: The Old Oak 5:30 p.m. Peters
Educational Center Auditorium, Fresno State.
Discussant: Dave Turner (lead actor). The Old
Oak is a special place. Not only is it the last pub
standing, it is the only remaining public space where people
can meet in a once thriving mining community in northeast
England that has now fallen on hard times after 30 years of
decline. The landlord’s hold is endangered even more when
the pub becomes contested territory after the arrival of Syrian
refugees who are placed in his village. For more info, contact
mhusain@csufresno.edu or visit cineculture.csufresno.edu/.

FRI
09

Day of Remembrance Noon. Fresno County
Historical Museum, Big Fresno Fairgrounds,
1121S. Chance Ave. Program/luncheon. 2024
Distinguished American Award: Judge Johnny
Gogo. Guest speaker: Kerry Yo Nakagawa. Hosted by the
Japanese American Citizens League Central California District
Council. $40/person. For more info, contact 559-281-6497
or briant@csufresno.edu.

SAT
10

Tower District Mardi Gras Parade 1 p.m. Olive Avenue parade
route. For more info, contact 559-292-3999.

MON Black Women Organized for Political Action
12 (BWOPA) 5 p.m. Via Zoom. For more info, contact
swgamble@aol.com.

Candidate Forum 6 p.m. John L. Dodson Theater, 700 Van
Ness Ave. Fresno County Board of Supervisors District 3
candidates. Hosted by Fresnoland in partnership with Valley
Public Radio, the League of Women Voters and CMAC.
Streaming on CMAC for those who cannot attend in person.
For more info, contact 559-202-3656 or danielle@fresnoland.
org.

Black American Political Association of California
(BAPAC) 6 p.m. Via Zoom. For more info, contact
559-287-1308 or bapacfresno@gmail.com.

TUE
13

Stonewall Democratic Club 6:30 p.m. Los Amigos
Restaurant, 5088 N. Blackstone Ave. For more info, contact
559-285-1641 or info@fresnostonewalldemocrats.org.

KFCF 88.1 FM: Nuestro Foro 7 p.m. Radio show in Spanish
hosted by Eduardo Stanley. For more info, visit kfcf.org.

KFCF 88.1 FM: Stir It Up! 3 p.m. Fresno Center for
Nonviolence radio show hosted by Josh Shurley.
For more info, visit kfcf.org.

WED
14

ArtHop Metropolitan/Fresno Metro Area

5 p.m.-8 p.m. Museumes, studios, galleries and
other venues open their exhibits free to the public.
For more info, visit FACarthop on Facebook.

THU
15

Clovis Democratic Club 6 p.m. Seven Bar & Grill, 25
Shaw Ave., Clovis. For details, contact 559-322-9740 or
jenikren@gmail.com.

CineCulture: Armenian Short Films

Program 5:30 p.m. Peters Educational Center
Auditorium, Fresno State. Discussants: Tatiana
Boudakian and Arman Ayvazyan (directors). The
films are as follows:

Dehatsi-I Was Another Place: Anoush is a young Armenian
woman who travels to Brazil without a return ticket. Once she
is welcomed and inserted into the Armenian community in
Sao Paulo, her biggest challenge is to adapt to the large and
cosmopolitan city, so far from her roots.

Crossing the Blue: Anoush, an emigrant who fled from her
abusive husband in the post-Soviet era, faces eventual
deportation years later.

Sunset: With sunlight quickly fading on the horizon, a student
goes on a fantastic journey contemplating the importance of
happiness and budding friendships versus their studies.
Stones: As the brutal Nagorno-Karabakh War of 2020 ended
in a Russian-mediated ceasefire forcing Armenia to cede
territory it had controlled to Azerbaijan, days before the
handover deadline, a group of volunteers risk their lives to
enter the Lachin region to search for and save beautiful sacred

FRI
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ancient Armenian stone inscriptions, known as “khachkars,”
from destruction.

The Road: This international art-film collaboration catches
you from its opening, luring you into a liminal desert
space, blurring the bounds between diorama and reality.
Circumnavigate these stories of isolation and connection.
The Mud: Rafael finds a goose at the entrance to his

home. Shortly afterward, his wife returns home and sees
disappearing footprints and feathers on the floorand a
mystery unfolds.

Sponsors: Armenian Studies Program, Armenian General
Benevolent Union-Greater Fresno Chapter and AGBU Arts’
Armenians in Film Series. For more info, contact mhusain@
csufresno.edu or visit cineculture.csufresno.edu/.

California Latina Democrats-Fresno 6:30 p.m. Via
Zoom. For more info, contact chaircalatinadems@
gmail.com.

MON
19

KFCF 88.1 FM: Nuestro Foro 7 p.m. Radio show in
Spanish hosted by Eduardo Stanley. For more info,
visit kfcf.org.

TUE
20

KFCF 88.1 FM: Speaking Truth to Empire 3 p.m.
Hosted by Dan Yaseen. For more info, visit kfcf.org.

WED
21

San Joaquin Valley Democratic Club 6:30 p.m. Denny’s
Restaurant, 1110 E. Shaw Ave. For more info, contact 559-312-
3925.

Peace Fresno 6:30 p.m. Fresno Center for
Nonviolence, 1584 N. Van Ness Ave. In person/via
Zoom. For more info, contact 559-668-0591.

THU
22

Sierra Club Tehipite Chapter 7 p.m. Woodward Park Library,
944 E. Perrin Ave. Speaker: Brian Sarvis, co-author of Condor
Trail Guide: Hiker’s Guide to the 400 Mile Condor Trail Through
Los Padres National Forest in California. Sarvis will share his
adventures on this trail that runs through seven wilderness
areas, highlighting some of the outstanding natural features,
wild and scenic rivers, hot springs and wildlife sanctuaries. For
more info, contact ecuagirl45@yahoo.com.

CineCulture: Ludi 5:30 p.m. Peters Educational
Center Auditorium, Fresno State. Discussant:
Edson Jean (director). A young Haitian immigrant
works day and night as a nurse at a private nursing
home. Her goal is to earn money for her family back in Haiti
while struggling to find out what she wants and needs

for herself. “America is the land of opportunity,” they say.
“You can make it here,” they say. That's the biggest lie ever
told. Black people and immigrants, surviving paycheck-to-
paycheck while supporting their families, is what America is
truly about. Sponsors: French Program and the Department
of Modern & Classical Languages & Literatures. For more
info, contact mhusain@csufresno.edu or visit cineculture.
csufresno.edu/.

FRI
23

Fresno County Democratic Women'’s Club 11 a.m.
Marie Callender’s Restaurant Garden Room, 1781
E. Shaw Ave. For more info, contact 559-435-4043
or claval@comcast.net.

MON
26

California Alliance for Retired Americans (CARA)
10 a.m. SEIU Local 521, 4228 E. Pine Ave. For more
info, contact 559-360-5955 or 559-704-8384.

TUE
27

KFCF 88.1 FM: Nuestro Foro 7 p.m. Radio show in Spanish
hosted by Eduardo Stanley. For more info, visit kfcf.org.

KFCF 88.1 FM: Stir It Up! 3 p.m. WILPF radio show
hosted by Jean Hays. For more info, visit kfcf.org.

WED
28

APR
06

Save the Date!
Stop the Hate Summit at Fresno City College

Submit upcoming community activities to

calendar@fresnoalliance.com by the 15th of
the month preceding publication.

THE LAW OFFICE OF KEVIN G. LITTLE

30+ Years Fighting for the Underdog!

e Civil Rights e Criminal Defense
* Employment & Juvenile

¢ Personal Injury + Dependency

e Medical Malpractice e Family Law

1225 East Divisadero Street, Fresno, CA 93721
Tel. (559) 342-5800, E-Mail: kevin@kevinglittle.com
www. kevinglittle.com
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WE ARE AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING
CHURCH WHERE ALL ARE WELCOME.

5550 N FRESNO ST -
559.435.2690 -

FRESNO CA 93710

communityucc.com

PATIENCE MILROD

LAWYER/LICENCIADA EN LEYES

985 NORTH VAN NESS AVENUE FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93728
559.246.7239 PM@PATIENCEMILROD.COM

MEDITATION FOR INNER
PEACE & HAPPINESS

Raja Yoga is the most ancient form of medita-

tion. You can learn to maintain stability of
mind in stressful situations and gain more
control over your life. Both individual and

g
7

group instructions are available. No charge.
Monthly events:

Women of Spirit & World Meditation Day.

Call Veena Kapoor: (559) 435-2212

Website: www.bkwsu.com




Fresno Oppression,
Cruelty Ignored

BY KEVIN HALL

“The ultimate tragedy is not the oppression and cruelty by the
bad people but the silence over that by the good people.”
—Martin Luther King Jr.

Photos splashed across the Internet of smiling politicians,
police and pacifists celebrating together at the Martin Luther
King Jr. breakfast held in Clovis last month offered a gallery
of epiphanies. One photo would have been enough, as
each was tagged as hosted by the Clovis Police Department
and held at California Health Sciences University (CHSU)

located just off Highway 168.

How many blows against the African American community
must land before this event’s organizing committee
develops a King-like consciousness of injustice and the
conscience to stand against it? Clovis police, the CHSU and
Highway 168 are a trifecta of social justice disasters.

Flocks of professional managerial class members have
flown to the city of 123,000 on Fresno’s northeast edge,
while residents of working-class neighborhoods across
south Fresno have subsidized—with their money and
health—this flight to the land of brown street signs, rodeos
and self-proclaimed (wink-wink) “way of life.”

The Clovis Police Department was cited just 18 months
ago by the Fresno County Grand Jury for its “still very white”
force andfailure torecruit minority officers. “The department
has hired one African-American officer in the past five years,
bringing the number of officers in that demographic to two,
or about 2% of the force,” the report says of numbers from
2020. Clovis police are 74% white, 21% Hispanic and 3%
Asian, the report notes. In comparison, the Fresno Police
Department is about 45% white, 41% Hispanic, 6% African-
American and 5.5% Asian, according to the report,” wrote
Thaddeus Miller in the Fresno Bee.

And that’s the least of the breakfast’s problems. King
not only condemned good people for their silence; in his
1967 speech, “The Three Evils of Society,” he said, “The
problems of racial injustice and economic injustice cannot
be solved without a radical redistribution of political and
economic power.”

But the CHSU event site is the local embodiment of
concentrated political and economic power. It's difficult to
imagine a worse place to commemorate King’s birthday.
A limited liability corporation controlled by the Assemi
brothers Farid, Farshid and Darius, the private school, which
has struggled with accreditation, is directly connected to
the largest land-use and financial scandal to hit Fresno since
Operation Rezone.

Committee members might want to check their planning
meeting notes to see who is representing the Assemi
family’s interests. The event conference room was no doubt
donated, and presumably the organizers decided they
couldn’t ignore the savings. Public relations is an Assemi
hallmark.

But at what cost to King’s dream? Locally, about a billion
dollars in hospital funds alone, according to one estimate,
all from south Fresno.

Beereporter Yesenia Amaro broke the scandalin 2022 and
wrote an update in May 2023: “CHS used federal and state
funding generated by the downtown Fresno hospital for
treating Medi-Cal and uninsured patients to fund a massive
expansion of its Clovis campus in an affluent area. Less than
a mile away from the Clovis hospital sits California Health
Sciences University—a for-profit medical school owned
by Assemi and Flo Dunn, another longtime CHS board
member who continues to sit in on CHS board meetings
as a guest. Community members who spoke with the Bee,
including a local elected official, said changes on the board
have only exacerbated concerns that the nonprofit hospital
corporation is not serving the interests of Fresno.”

Sorry to say it, but these are not good people. Assemi
investments also include vast agricultural holdings where
an internal dispute over financial improprieties and breach
of contract has led next-generation family member Kevin
Assemi to sue his father and uncles. Robert Rodriguez
reported in the Bee on Dec. 20:

"'Defendants had run Assemi and the Assemi Affiliates,
including Maricopa into the ground. In their own words,
the Assemi empire was near bankruptcy, and the Assemi
brothers were simply trying to stay afloat,” the lawsuit states.
The 88-page lawsuit contains 31 causes of action against
the defendants. Attorney Stan Blyth said in a news release
that his client tried four times to mediate these issues with
relatives to try and reach a resolution. ‘But each time he
was dealt with in bad faith, with relatives only placing

Clovis police officers pose for a photograph outside the
Martin Luther King Jr. community breakfast held in January at
California Health Sciences University. A June 2022 grand jury
report criticized the department as “still very white.”
Photo from the Clovis Police CA Facebook

importance on his assets, their value and their ability to
stave off insolvency for a little longer.””

Finally, Highway 168 is the freeway that Fresno County
voters said they wouldn’t support when the original
Measure C half-cent transportation sales tax was put on the
ballot in 1986. They got it anyway. A convenient loophole
was crafted to allow politicians to change the list of priorities
approved by voters, and hundreds of millions dollars later,
Clovis had its freeway. Much needed road and pedestrian
safety improvements throughout south Fresno were pushed
back by decades, and air pollution allowed to worsen.

As author Catherine Liu pointed out in her 2021 book,
The Virtue Hoarders, concentrated political and economic
power is maintained by elite workers who “labor in a
world of performative identity and virtue signaling”—the
Professional Managerial Class. They stand in the way of
social justice and economic redistribution “while making a
virtue out of taste and consumption habits.”

*kkkk*k
Kevin Hall hosts Climate Politics on KFCF 88.1 FM every second
and fourth Friday, 5 p.m.-6 p.m. He tweets as @airfrezno
and @sjvalleyclimate, coordinates an informal network of
climate activists at valleyclimate.org and can be contacted at
sjvalleyclimate@gmail.com for presentations and information.

CVLRT Endorses

Republican for Congress

Continued from page 7

Hillary Clinton suffered a predictable defeat by the worst of opponents, and the nation,
particularly workers, women, the poor, LGBTQ+ and immigrants, paid dearly.
Another outcome of that election can be found in the human tragedy that is unfolding in

Gaza. Trump demonstrated unconditional support of Israeli Prime Minister Bibi Netanyahu,
including recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and declaring that Israeli settlements in
occupied territory were not illegal.

Trump officials also brokered the Abraham Accords, which recognized Israel’s sovereignty

the conservative takeover of the U.S. Supreme Court. He is also the international chair
of the Israel Democracy Institute. Marcus has donated almost $64 million to Republican
candidates in recent years, including Donald Trump, and declared that he would do so
againin 2024.

For the 2023-2024 campaign, Duarte has raised more than $1.728 million. Gray, as of
the last reporting period, had raised $235,000.

Current Political Context

There is an emerging pattern in local and national elections: Historically disenfranchised
ethnic and social groups and working-class families are disillusioned with the Democratic
establishment. The traditional party structure appears to lack the vision, values and
commitment for their continued support and loyalty, and many feel their votes are taken
for granted.

During the 2016 Clinton campaign, a precinct walker in a Fresno Latinx neighborhood
observed more than one Spanish speaking household expressing, “;Qué pasé con el
sefior de pelo blanco?” or “What happened to the old guy with white hair?” The primary
challenger Bernie Sanders resonated with many of them, and would probably have won,
but the Democratic establishment ignored the appeals of wide swaths of their base.

over Palestine and supported increased annexation and new settlements. Those actions
emboldened Israel and sparked fury across the Arab world, setting the stage for what is
happening today in Gaza.

The Biden administration and representatives in Congress allow billions in weapons and
logistics support to flow to Israel and a rapidly escalating regional conflict. Seventy-four
percent of Democrats younger than 35 sympathize with the Palestinians, and those numbers
are growing. Although these same voters are unlikely to vote for Trump, what will happen
if many of them simply refuse to vote? Will there be a repeat of the “Hillary phenomenon”?

Back in the heart of the San Joaquin Valley, local concerns are now part of national and
international struggles for justice. Community leaders are determined to hold candidates
accountable and will no longer harvest votes for someone who won’t respond to their
needs.

One more stumble or stutter on Biden’s part could determine the outcome of the
presidential election, and control of Congress depends on a handful of races. In their
outcome will lie the hopes and destiny of the poor and disenfranchised here, and perhaps
the people of Palestine in their homeland.

*kkk*k
Stan Santos is an activist in the immigrant and labor community. Contact him at
comworkeradvocate@gmail.com.

Love is Owr Doctrine

/

Unitarian Universalist

Church of Fresno

Sunday Services with Rev. Tim Kutzmark 10:30 a.m.

Children and Youth Religious Exploration Sundays 10:30 a.m.

UU Buddhist Study and Meditation Wednesdays 2:00 p.m.
2672 E. Alluvial Avenue
(between Willow and Chestnut)
Fresno, CA 93720
(559) 322-6146 (9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.)

www.uufresno. org

KRATZER

PEDIATRICS

James Kratzer, M.D.
Mary Graves, CPNP
Michelle Dommermuth, CPNP
Karen Segovia, CPNP

7501 N. Fresno Street, Suite 104
Fresno, CA 93720 « Tel. 559-438-4100
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2024 Primary Election Endorsements

CANDIDATE GRID DEM REP Labor Chamber Stonewall CVPPAC
U.S. Senate — — Lee/Porter/Schiff — Schiff —
Congressional District 5 Barkley McClintock Barkley — — —
Congressional District 13 Gray Duarte Gray — — —
Congressional District 20 — — — — — —
Congressional District 21 Costa Maher Costa — — —
Congressional District 22 Salas Valadao Salas — — —
State Assembly District 8 — — — Tangipa — —
State Assembly District 27 Soria — Soria — — —
State Assembly District 31 Arambula — Arambula — — Arambula
State Assembly District 33 Ruiz Mathis Ruiz — — —
Board of Supervisors District 2 Herrera * — Brandau Herrera Herrera
Board of Supervisors District 3 — * Chavez Quintero Arias Arias/Hinojosa
Board of Supervisors District 5 Cruz * * Magsig Cruz Cruz
Fresno Mayor — * — Dyer — —
Fresno City Council District 2 Karbassi * Karbassi Karbassi Karbassi Gillian
Fresno City Council District 4 Maxwell * — Maxwell Maxwell Maxwell
Fresno City Council District 6 — * * Bonakdar — —
BALLOT MEASURE GRID DEM REP Labor Chamber LWV
Prop 1: Mental Health Services Bond Yes — Yes Yes No
Measure A: County of Fresno Charter Amendment - Section 15 No * — — *
Measure B: County of Fresno Charter Amendment - Section 12 No * — — *
Measure E: Fresno State Transactions and Use Tax No * — Yes *
Measure G: Fowler Unified School District Bond Measure — * — — *
Measure O: Orange Cove Police and Fire Special Tax Measure — * — — *

*Endorsements not posted as of our Amendment: Would authorize the Chamber: California Chamber of

publishing deadline. Fresno County Board of Supervisors Commerce & Fresno Chamber of

to name or change the names of Commerce

Measure A: Sheriff and District Attorney  geographic features or places. TACOS

Election Timing Charter Amendment: Stonewall: Fresno Stonewall arqui tos

Would amend the county charter DEM: California Democratic Party & Democrats

to require elections for sheriff and Fresno County Democratic Party ” .

district attorney to be held during CVPPAC: Central Valley Progressive ﬂnto:]ltos Jl/lexlcmws

gubernatorial, nonpresidential election REP: California Republican Party & PAC

years. Fresno County Republican Party

LWV: League Of Women VOterS Javier Rangel (559) 977-4413 Jesus Tbarra (559) 977-5481

Measure B: County Board of Labor: California Labor Federation & 1772 E. Barstow Ave. Fresno, CA 93710

Supervisors Duty to Name Geographic Fresno-Madera-Tulare-Kings Central (559) 447-5569

Features and Places Charter Labor Council We are located inside the Bulldog Plaza

Can We Prevent
a Frightening
Prospect?

BY RUTH GADEBUSCH

It has long been said that all great empires come to an end.
Is that to be our fate? Yes, we are an empire even though we
seldom apply that word to the American Dream. | fear that
we are about to get a hard lesson that just calling a nation a
democracy does not make it so.

There is little left when the top court of the land needs an
enforceable ethics code, when the Congress disintegrates
into party political plays forgetting compromise, when it
threatens to let our government shut down by not paying
our legally encumbered debt and when a former president
is under indictment for 90-some serious crimes. Can this
unhappy state of affairs be stopped?

Foranationformed by immigration, the currentcontention
regarding the issue is more than just sorrowful. The nation
long the refuge for oppressed people throughout the
planet is not just closing its doors but is adding oppression
on top of oppression: Evil on top of evil! Regardless of one’s
ideas as to our policies intended to protect us, what is being
done now by two states is totally disgraceful.

Granted, the states on our southern borders are being
overwhelmed but that is no excuse for the political stunts
supposedly designed to discourage the uncontrolled
efforts of those seeking refuge creating chaos. We fought a
war to cement the idea that we are one nation.

When a state joins the union, it is a binding contract. Our
Civil War/War Between the States, regardless of what it is
called, supposedly settled the idea of unity. Even without
thatidea, sending already suffering people to other parts of
the nation with no provision for care whatsoever is not our
nation. It is absolutely inhumane, cruel beyond words even

without addressing the splitting of families and other abuse.

This does not even consider the conditions that create
our own homeless. Nor is that an excuse for the treatment
of those unfortunates seeking citizenship/life in this nation
better than anywhere else on the planet. Is there any other
place more able to share resources?

Even if we feel limited in our ability to care for the needly,
be they domestic or immigrants, surely we are clever
enough to find a better answer than the cruelty of sending
them to ever more challenging living conditions weather-
wise or what else to be encountered. To continue on our
current path is guaranteed to backfire on us.

Where are the responsible adults? Who put the current
office holders in office? Who continues to support them?
Who is financing their campaigns to continue in office? Why
are so few citizens willing to hit the brakes?

The questions are not profound within themselves, but
failure to address them carry serious consequences. There
is opportunity in the various elections to be held in 2024.

We can focus on the age of one candidate while
overlooking the fact that he is qualified by experience and
commitment as well as the protecting provisions when
an officer holder is no longer able to function, or we can
focus on a man who in his own words and actions has
demonstrated over and over that his focus is more ego and
power than a unified nation operating as our constitution
intended.

Let us also remember those in the lesser offices who have
their contribution to the whole. That is our choice. Which
will it be? Will we choose the personal power seekers or the
citizens committed to that document that despite whatever
weakness it might have is still the best ever designed?

Incidentally, how many of us native born can pass the
citizenship test?

*kkkk*k
Ruth Gadebusch, a former naval officer, has long been
known as a community activist including election as a trustee
of the Fresno Unified School District and serving in a variety
of community organizations civic to cultural from local to
national.

ONE WOMAN'S VIEW

Affordable Eastern style yoga

»‘4 for all levels of experience
' 0GA ’

v 6 classes per week
CENTER
OF
a FRESNOQ, F

Community United

Church of Christ

both online and at
5550 N Fresno Street
www.yogacenterof‘f‘resno&om

California non-profic

current schedules available on
our website & our Facebook page

Join us for a quiet time in a busy day.
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