Gun Violence
in Fresno

By James Mendez

The recent mass killings at a parade in Highland Park, Ill.;
an elementary school in Uvalde, Texas; and a supermarket
in Buffalo, N.., brought increased media and political
attention to the long-standing problem of gun violence
in America. For the past several years, Fresno has also
experienced increased gun violence and gun deaths.

Efforts are under way both nationally and locally to identify
why there is so much gun violence and what are the best
solutions to the problem.

People and organizations in Fresno want to do something
to stop the gun violence and gun deaths. One such group is
a multifaith/interfaith community entity called Enough Gun
Violence, which meets at St. James Episcopal Cathedral in
Fresno.

Their June 29 meeting was informational, with speakers
providing some context to the challenge of gun violence,
while atso encouraging the public to act.

Sam Colley-Toothaker, the dean of St. James Cathedral,
paraphrased Edward Everett Hale, saying, “We can’t do
everything, but we can do something.”

The meeting ended with a mass letter signing event
addressing Congressional representatives on gun violence.

Their July 16 meeting garnered public input on gun
violence and attempted to set strategies to address gun
violence—bearing in mind that the way forward will be a
marathon rather than a sprint.
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People and organizations in Fresno want to do something to stop gun violence and gun deaths, locally and nationally.
Photo courtesy of The Commons

A mass killing, the focus of so much media attention, is
defined by the National Institute of Justice as an incident
in which four or more victims are killed with a firearm in a
publicly accessible space. Yet, mass killings make up less
than 1% of all gun deaths.

Mass killings can occur at workplaces, places of worship,
schools, stores and entertainment venues. According to
federal data, however, far more common gun deaths occur
daily inside homes, outside bars and on the streets of cities.

Who Is Affected by Gun Violence in Fresno?

Gun violence does not impact all people equally. No area of
Fresno is completely safe from gun violence. Many people
in Fresno who are most worried about gun violence and
crime actually live in areas that are the least affected by gun
violence. Different types of gun violence (e.g., homicide
versus suicide) affect different demographic groups in
distinct ways.

Continues on page 2

Crucial California
Climate Bill
Sidelined but Not

Stopped

By I. smiley G. Calderon

In mid-June, an important California bill aimed at reducing
deadly carbon emissions was single-handedly crushed
midair by the chair of the Assembly Committee on Public
Employment and Retirement, Assembly Member Jim
Cooper (D-Elk Grove).

Current Assembly rules give unilateral authority to
the chairs of committees to allow or disallow bills to be
considered and voted on. Cooper entirely disallowed
Senate Bill 1173, California’s Fossil Fuel Divestment Act of
2022, to be heard in his committee and thereby prohibited
it from proceeding at all.

This is important news because it keeps California’s
environment endangered and its future uncertain.

SB 1173, introduced by State Senator Lena Gonzalez
(D-Long Beach) in February, would have prohibited the
California Public Employees Retirement System (CalPERS)
and the California State Teachers’ Retirement System
(CalSTRS) from investing in fossil fuel companies. It would
have required that they divest any current investments in
fossil fuel companies by 2030.

We are talking billions of dollars. And there has been
overwhelming public support for such an initiative as
Californians learn more about the harmful and long-lasting
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From Los Angeles to Kern County to the Bay Area, more than
seven million Californians, totaling 18% of the population, live
within a mile of at least one oil or gas well.
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effects of anthropogenic carbon emissions from fossil fuels
and their role in global warming and permanent climate
change.

Californians know that we need to aggressively shift away
from fossil fuels now to save our planet. Divesting in fossil
fuel companies is an important first step. SB 1173 passed the
State Senate in May and was on track to becoming law until
it was abruptly sidelined by Cooper.

This political move was a shock to the positive momentum
and progress that California is making in the protection and
conservation of its environment. But it wasn’t so surprising
after it was revealed that Cooper had received tens of
thousands of dollars in campaign contributions from fossil
fuel companies.

Sierra Club California disclosed in its Tracking the Dirty
Dollars project that “Assemblymember Jim Cooper, a
Democratic favorite of the oil and gas industry, reported
$36,350 in contributions from polluters and their friends.”

Continues on page 2
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Yosemite
Logging Halted
by Lawsuit over
Environmental
Concerns

By Vic Bedoian

What's behind the logging in Yosemite National Park? It
was announced as a fuel reduction project by park officials
to improve fire resistance in the park’s forests but has
instead ignited controversy and generated a lawsuit.

The logging has been stopped, temporarily at least,
because of legal action brought against Yosemite by the
John Muir Project and the Earth Island Institute. Here's the
way Yosemite describes the project:

This project reduces post-drought and post-fire fuels
to protect the Merced and Tuolumne groves of giant
sequoias, Yosemite Valley, the communities of Yosemite
West, Wawona, El Portal, Foresta, Yosemite Village,
significant Pacific fisher and great gray owl habitat,
prehistoric and historic archeological sites, and improves
safety for the public and first responders. Immediate
actions are needed to protect these areas from high
severity fire.

Enter Chad Hanson, founder of the John Muir Project.
As a forest ecologist, Hanson has been skeptical of some
of the forest management practices of the U.S. Forest
Service, which has lands designated for multiple use
oversight. But he was really taken aback by what was
going on, especially in Yosemite Valley.

“The park began a very large commercial logging
operation in Yosemite Valley. Logging the forests, logging
mature, live trees up to 20 inches in diameter, which are
90 to a hundred years old.

Continues on page 16
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Gun Violence in Fresno

Continued from page 1

For example, gun suicide, according to Pew Research, accounts for 54% of all gun deaths.
Gun suicide generally affects older White men living in rural areas, whereas gun homicide
primarily affects younger Black and Brown men living in urban areas.

Gun homicide in Fresno mainly affects areas populated by poor people and young men
of color. Nationwide, Black men are 17 times more likely than other Americans to be killed
by a gunshot fired by someone else. Conversely, White men are six times more likely to die
by suicide than other Americans.

The data show that rather than being killed in a mass killing or by someone they don’t
know, Americans are more likely to be shot and killed by a family member, an acquaintance
oran intimate partner (spouse, domestic partner or dating partner). These intra-community
shootings and deaths account for the largest portion of gun homicides. Only about 25% of
firearm homicides are committed by a stranger. And less than 1% of firearm homicides are
committed in a mass killing.

Data from the 2020 Fresno County Sheriff's Office Coroner Unit statistics (the most
recent data available) show that of the 120 homicides in Fresno County, almost 90%
were gun homicides and 83% involved African Americans and Hispanics. Almost 30% of
gun homicides involved African Americans even though they are less than 5% of Fresno
County’s population.

Three zip codes accounted for almost half of all homicides in the City of Fresno. All three
are poor, historically segregated and suffer from long-term societal disinvestment.

Studies evaluating the root causes of gun violence have shown that gun homicide is
more likely to occur not only where there is concentrated poverty but also where there has
been long-standing societal disinvestment and segregation in terms of housing, education,
healthcare and jobs.

Fresno has a long history of both de facto and de jure segregation (e.g., covenants and
redlining) and disinvestment in segregated communities. It also has areas of concentrated
poverty.

Disinvestment encourages the downward spiral of concentration of poverty and results in
fewer opportunities for people to leave poverty. Disinvestment affects many aspects of the
quality of life in poor areas besides education and access to healthcare, for example, access
to banks, the availability of grocery stores, the presence of parks and environmental quality.

Some studies have pointed to the large number of guns in the United States as the root
cause of the high number of gun deaths. There are more guns in the United States than
people. Itis commonly reported that as of 2021 there are more than 400 million guns in the
United States, more than 20 million of which are AR-15 assault style rifles.

Homicide by Race Distribution in Fresno County

66
60
50
40 34
30
15
T —— [
0 =

ASIAN AFRICAN AMERICAN HISPANIC CAUCASIAN

# OF HOMICIDE DEATHS
N
o

RACE

Fresno County Sheriff/Coroner 2020 Report, Homicide by Race

According to the most recent report (2018) by the Switzerland-based Small Arms Survey,
the United States, with less than 5% of the world’s population, has 46% of the world’s
civilian-owned guns.

Although the large number of guns and easy accessibility are major contributors to
gun violence and deaths in the United States, those are not considered the root causes
of increasing gun violence. The actual root causes of intra-community gun violence are
concentrated poverty due to segregation, racial inequities and disinvestment in Black and
Brown communities. Per the Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence, “Like lynching, gun
violence is a racial justice issue.”

If not done well, gun violence prevention could actually worsen racial inequity. When
developing solutions to gun violence, it is important to remember that no matter how well
intentioned those solutions might be, they “can exacerbate or compound upon the harms
suffered by impacted communities if they are made without careful analysis and the input of
those directly affected by it.”

Fresno-based Enough Gun Violence has developed community working groups that seek
to welcome and expand community involvement. Enough Gun Violence is committed to
working against the policies, practices and laws that have allowed gun violence to flourish.

The National Rifle Association, aka the NRA, invested millions of dollars over the past
30-40 years to fashion the current gun policies in America. Enough Gun Violence hopes it
does not take that long to reverse those deadly policies.

*kkkk*k
James Mendez, MD, came to Fresno in 1977 for his medical residency training at what was then
called the Valley Medical Center. He stayed to practice medicine and raise a family. He is now a
retired physician and a community activist.

Crucial California
Climate Bill
Sidelined but Not

Stopped

Continued from page 1

It's unfortunate that a single committee chair has the
sole authority to cancel such a crucial bill in our current
legislature. But no chairperson can cancel a movement.

“As a leader in the fight against climate change,”
said Gonzalez back in February, “California must align
the investment choices we make with our moral and
environmental goals...

“Investing billions in the fossil fuel companies that are
polluting our environment while at the same time trying to
meet ambitious emissions-reduction goals is contradictory
and incongruous.”

Groups such as Fossil Free California rallied behind
Gonzalez and are committed to ending financial support
for climate-damaging fossil fuel companies. These anti-
environment, carbon-producing companies lobby strongly
against any legislation that attempts to address the current

Next year, advocates for the environment will again
introduce legislation for the divestment of fossil fuel
companies. There is a commitment to saving our planet
while focusing first on saving our state.

Of course, this imperative move away from fossil fuels is
backed by good science, not politics.

In April, a group of distinguished California climate
change scientists and experts wrote Governor Newsom an
urgent letter asking him to take executive action regarding
our fossil fuel emergency.

They pleaded: “The oil industry drills in our
neighborhoods, pollutes our air, soil and water, and harms
public health. It fuels the growing climate crisis that is taking
lives, destroying homes and jeopardizing our future—with
harms falling on Latinx, Black, Indigenous and low-income
communities first and worst.

“We implore you and your administration to use executive
authority to lead the state in a rapid and just transition away
from fossil fuels, oversee a clean renewable energy build-
out, and put public health, safety and a livable future first.”

The climate crisis is real. And these Earth scientists
know this. Hundreds of leading California climate change
scientists are concerned. In the letter to Governor Newsom,
they emphasized: “California’s oil industry has created a
public health and environmental justice crisis in our state.

“From Los Angeles to Kern County to the Bay Area,
more than seven million Californians, totaling 18% of the
population, live within a mile of at least one oil or gas well.”

The social implications are stark.

The scientists explained: “A long history of environmental
racism has concentrated oil and gas wells, refineries and
other fossil fuel infrastructure—with all their adjacent
harms—in Black, Brown and Indigenous communities. In
California, the majority of residents living closest to oil and
gas extraction sites are people of color.”

Section One of the proposed fossil fuel divestment bill
was direct in the scope of the problem: “The combustion of
coal, oil and natural gas, known as fossil fuels, is the single
largest contributor to global climate change” and “climate
change affects all parts of the California economy and
environment.”

The proposed act also clearly emphasized the fact
that “the production of fossil fuels and the effects of
climate change resulting from the use of fossil fuels all
lead to disproportionate adverse impacts on low-income
communities and communities of color.”

All of which is why it is even more troubling that Assembly
Member Cooper, a Black man and active member of
California’s Legislative Black Caucus, decided to stop
SB 1173 in its tracks.

California politicians need to choose people over profits.
California voters must ensure this.

*kkk*k
I smiley G. Calderon is a fellow with the Community Alliance
newspaper. He is a Gen X Chicano and lifelong educator who
spent a career in academia in Southern California but is most
proud of being a father.
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Everything Must Change for
Everything to Remain the Same

Is there electoral apathy? Are young people interested in voting?
Perhaps the question should be rephrased: Is it worse to vote? Because
the impression is that no matter who you vote for, nothing—or very
little—changes.

It’'s a bipartisan thing: Both political parties work to keep the status
quo, a system that’s already showing signs of distress, with only two
political parties in power, a tax system that openly favors corporations
and the rich, endless subsidies to companies, political impunity, lack of
accountability and so much more.

The electoral “apathy,” particularly among youth, is an expression
of social satiation by the citizenry toward a status quo that favors only
privilege, corruption and impotence to effect change.

Just before the pandemic, | was summoned for jury duty in Fresno.
During the selection process for the 12 jurors, we learned about the
case | would judge if selected: Walmart was suing a young Black male
for robbery.

The case seemed to me offbeat—a company suing a robber? Aren’t
the police supposed to take care of such cases? Wouldn't it be simpler to
send the young guy to community service? The robber didn’t get away
with the crime as he obviously was caught.

So what else did the company want and why? To me, this was a case
of extreme punishment against a powerless person who was already
punished by being caught and humiliated in front of dozens of people in
court. To me, without a doubt, the company wanted to send a message
to society: Don’t touch any of our goodies, or else.

And what did that young guy, with his lost look, rob? Perhaps some
merchandise with a value of $100-$3007? Less than what the company'’s
attorney was charging per hour. So, the company wasn’t interested
in money but rather punishing the robber, to teach him, and society,
a "“lesson.” It doesn’t matter if that show of power costs taxpayers
thousands of dollars on an insignificant case.

Fortunately, | was excused from being part of the jury. But this
experience showed me clearly and loudly the power that certain
companies have, the same entities that are favored by wide tax
deductions and government subsidies.

Citizens’ power is limited, and politicians are doing their best to limit
it even more, particularly in states controlled by Republicans via voter
suppression and redistricting to limit the voting potential of minorities.

FROM THE EDITOR

In the meantime, nothing
is really changing for the
good. The Senate and
the Supreme Court
are controlled by
Republicans so nothing
proposed by Democrats
passes, we still have
the Electoral College
in place and the issue
of immigration remains
unresolved—where is Kamala
Harris, wasn’t she appointed by
President Biden to come up with a
“solution,” or at least a plan to tackle the
issue?

We are back to the cold war, but now instead of the Soviet Union we
have two enemies: Russia and China. This allows the powers that be
to instill more fear in the population so that people will approve of an
already out-of-control military budget. At the same time, little is being
done to control climate change and our daily increase in the planet’s
temperature, while allowing the oil industry to continue poisoning our
air and increasing their profits.

Considering this context, how can we ask young people to vote?

Letters to the Editor

Another Unhoused Person Dies in Fresno

This is heartbreaking to me because | knew the trauma Jaime went through out there.
| first met Jaime when one of my safe camp residents brought her in off the streets naked, cold and bruised up. For all of those who don’t know, |

had an acre of land | used to create a safe area for the unhoused because we lack beds in our city. | had it for one and a half years before the City of

Fresno told me they would lease it, so they got me out of there, and today it still stands empty.
The amount of trauma women go through out there is inhuman and this causes mental illness, which could lead to addiction. Once that happens,

society calls us crazy drug addicts, then more abuse and trauma happens.

The things she went through out there | cannot even mention but it haunts me, and | feel helpless not having the right resources at my camp to help
Jaime and so many more women. Maybe if | fought my city harder for resources or maybe if | went to Sacramento more and begged for resources or

maybe protested longer we would have them.

I don’t know, but to see a human out there lost, afraid, abused and forgotten, hurts so much. | wish | could have had all the resources she needed

available to get well and survive out there.
We need safe camps.
We need to protect our women and children.

We need [Fresno Mayor Jerry] Dyer to understand the importance of having safe locations for us is an emergency here in Fresno.
We do not need CARE Court to lock us up because we were left out in these streets too long to endure traumatic conditions and end up with
mental iliness. We need a safe loving environment with counseling and compassion.

Don’t lock us up because we didn’t have the resources to get help.

No matter what, Jaime was a daughter and a friend. She made bad choices, but no one deserves to die young.

Dez Martinez
Fresno
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Community Alliance
Welcomes Cartoonist

By Mike Rhodes

There is a new cartoonist in town and we at the Community Alliance newspaper are thrilled
that he reached out to us to share his talents. It was the paper’s progressive content that
caught his eye and led to his contacting us.

Daniel Medina is an internationally published editorial cartoonist with a background in
politics and international relations. His cartoons have been published internationally in the
Dutch publication, The Cartoon Movement; he is currently the staff political cartoonist for
Matt Taibbi’s online publication, TK News; and he is a member of the American Association
of Editorial Cartoonists.

Medina worked as a political operative for nearly a decade and has worked with several
nonprofit organizations. He has a master’s in international relations from the Brussels School
of International Studies.

Known for his strong leftist takes on current affairs, Medina has gained a following for
his topical, often confrontational, takes. His cartoons do not focus on a particular group of
people, whether on the right or left of the political spectrum. Rather, the running theme of
his work is standing up for the wants and needs of the many over the greed and desires of
the few.

Medina lives in Fresno with his wife and two cats.
The Community Alliance team is looking forward to working
with Medina as we help build a progressive movement
in support of social, economic and environmental
justice.

The Cartoon: Why Are They the Usual Suspects?
In this cartoon, Fresno County Sheriff Margaret
Mims isinthe lineup as one of the usual suspects
because one or more members of her team
stole Community Alliance newsstands. This is an
undisputed fact admitted to by Mims herself.
Following up on the incident, the Community
Alliance would like to be compensated for its
losses. Moreover, law enforcement needs to
acknowledge the value of independent media and the
role it plays in a democratic society.
How hard would it be for Mims to say, “Removing and
attempting to destroy these newsstands was not our finest moment. The importance of the
free press cannot be overstated. With more than 2,500 newspapers in this country shutting

y :
|

down since 2005, we should cherish and do all we can to help the remaining print media
thrive.”

It would be nice to take Mims out of the perp lineup, but it appears that she has done
nothing to bring justice to this situation. First, Assistant Sheriff Steve McComas told us
that because the crime was committed on the sidewalk in front of the Fresno County Jail
it was not in the county’s jurisdiction. To add injury to insult, McComas said that this was a
personnel issue and they would take care of it internally.

We filed a complaint with the Fresno Police Department, which never contacted us about
the incident. The fact the newsstand was in their jurisdiction made no difference in the
investigation.

We would like this incident to be handled like any other theft in this city. We have video
of who did it and the sheriff admitted to the crime, and we demand equal justice under the
law.

kkkk*k
Mike Rhodes is the executive director of the Community Alliance newspaper and author of
the book Dispatches from the War Zone, about homelessness in Fresno. His website is www.
mikerhodes.us. Contact him at mikerhodes@comcast.net.

United States Rebuked for

Violations of Women’s
Human Rights

By Leni Villagomez Reeves

CEDAW is the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women,
an international treaty adopted in 1979 by the UN General Assembly. It is an international
bill of human rights for women, including the right to sexual and reproductive health.

CEDAW has been signed and ratified by 189 countries, but the United States has never
ratified it. There are only five other countries and the Vatican that have not acceded to this
agreement. The most recent signatory was South Sudan in 2015.

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women oversees CEDAW
and is often also called by these initials, although it probably should be called the CEDAW
Committee. The CEDAW Committee closed its 82nd session on July 1and issued a statement
that highlighted: “Women's access to safe and legal abortion: urgent call for the United
States of America to adhere to the Convention.

“The right to health under article 12 of the CEDAW Convention includes the right to
bodily autonomy and encompasses women'’s and girls’ sexual and reproductive freedom.
In addition, article 16 (e) protects women'’s rights to decide freely and responsibly on the
number and spacing of their children and to have access to the information, education and
means to enable them to exercise these rights.”

In that regard, the committee endorsed the statement by the High Commissioner for
Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, that “access to reproductive rights is at the core of
women and girls” autonomy, and ability to make their own choices about their bodies and
lives, free of discrimination, violence and coercion.”

Given the recent decision of the U.S. Supreme Court in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health
Organization striking down Roe v. Wade, a near half century of legal precedent that had
protected women’s right to choose to have an abortion, the committee expressed its
solidarity with women and girls in the United States and urged the United States to adhere
to the Convention.

The CEDAW Committee, which monitors countries’ compliance with CEDAW, is made up
of 23 members who are independent human rights experts from around the world. During
this session, Dr. Yanila Gonzalez Ferrer, the Cuban candidate, was elected with 143 votes—
the highest vote total recorded—to CEDAW.

This was due to Ferrer’s personal qualifications as a distinguished legal expert. She is
vice-president of the National Union of Cuban Jurists, a professor at the University of Havana
and a member of the Federation of Cuban Women. Moreover, she is a leading member of
the Drafting Commission of the Families Code.

It also is a reflection of Cuba’s work as a leader in women'’s rights. Cuba was the first
country to sign and the second to ratify CEDAW. Cuban leader Esther Vélez was involved
in the drawing up and negotiations of CEDAW and was elected to the first and second
committees.

Cuba has a historic presence in the CEDAW Committee. Even more, Cuba has maintained
a commitment to the advancement of real, effective equality for women, beginning with
the triumph of the Revolution in 1959, so that by the time CEDAW was approved at the
end of 1979, Cuba had 20 years of experience in attempting to end discrimination against
women, including organization of the Federation of Cuban Women in 1960 and the Family
Code of 1975, an advanced document for its time.

In 1965, Cuba legalized abortion, becoming the first country in the Western Hemisphere
to allow women autonomy over their own bodies. Women (and men) have the right to six
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The librarian at a small community library near Ciénega de Zapata, which had been an area of
extreme poverty prior to the Revolution, with a copy of the Cuban Constitution of 2019,
and lots of books. Photo courtesy of Leni Villagomez Reeves

weeks maternity/parental leave before giving birth and three months afterward at full salary,
with another nine months available at 60% salary and with the right to return automatically
to one’s job at the end of the year.

Equal pay for equal work is the law. Cuba’s parliament (Asamblea Nacional de Poder
Popular) has slightly more than 53% women delegates. Women represent about 67% of
educational professionals, more than 70% of judges and district attorney equivalents, 62%
of doctors and more than half of all scientists.

Cuba is currently updating its entire legal structure of family law in the Families Code—
families plural because it establishes rights not recognized until now in the legal system,
including the protection of the right of all people of any gender to form a family without
discrimination, updating the legal definition of family institutions with inclusive rather than
strictly heteronormative models.

Some parts of these reforms are controversial for conservative elements in Cuba, but
the right to abortion is not under attack. When the Families Code goes to referendum, it is
expected to pass by a large majority. Cuba is advancing the rights not only of women but
of all people.

Failure to ratify CEDAW, failure to pass the ERA (Equal Rights Amendment), no legal
support for parental leave and an ultra-right-wing Supreme Court that eliminates the
fundamental human right of body autonomy leads us to the clear conclusion that those who
rule the United States are hostile to women'’s rights, and the rights of all people. In other
words, hostile to human rights.

*kkkk*k
Leni Villagomez Reeves is a local physician and activist. Contact her at lenivreeves@gmail.com.
Check out her news and views about Cuba on Facebook (fresnosolidarity/).



Unhoused,
Undercounted and
Underserved

By Bob McCloskey

On July 14, the Fresno Madera Continuum of Care (FMCoC)
held a press conference to announce the results of the 2022
Point in Time (PIT) Count of the unhoused population of the
City of Fresno, Fresno County and Madera County. Fresno
Mayor Jerry Dyer and Fresno County Supervisor Nathan
Magsig were there to speak and answer questions.

Laura Moreno, chair of the FMCoC, and Jody Ketcheside,
vice chair, presented the information and data. Two surveys
were conducted, the PIT Count and the Housing Inventory
Count.

The PIT Count was held on Feb. 23, a particularly cold
night. The count was conducted by volunteers to count
heads and identify “hot spots” where large concentrations
of street family members are. The next day, a second
group of volunteers went out to the “hot spots” to conduct
detailed interviews.

Ketcheside stated that the count “was probably an
undercount.” The count is a snapshot of the unhoused
population of the city and counties on a single night, so
extrapolation techniques are used to estimate numbers
and a demographic breakdown. Other information used
to gather data is from database records from the Homeless
Management Information System (HMIS), paper surveys
from non-HMIS shelters and electronic surveys from
volunteers.

The 2022 PIT Count showed that 2,338 people were
experiencing unsheltered homelessness, 1,524 were
using emergency shelters and 336 were using transitional
housing. This adds up to 4,216 people experiencing
homelessness in Fresno, Fresno County and Madera
County. The vast majority (3,397) are in the city of Fresno.

Demographic surveys indicate that 60% are male, 39%
female and 1% transgender or gender nonconforming;
21% of the unhoused population are families, 25% are
chronically homeless, 5% are veterans, 15% are survivors
of domestic violence and 19% identified as having a serious
mental health issue.

The 2022 Housing Inventory Count showed that
1,795 emergency shelter units, 358 transitional housing
units, 389 rapid re-housing units and 2,559 permanent
supportive housing units were operational. That is more
than double the number of units from 2021. This reflects the
large amount of Covid-related emergency funding from the
state and federal governments in recent years.

A true accounting of all the recent funding and exactly
how it was used is necessary, and the FMCoC should
provide that. A Public Records Act information request will
be forthcoming for this funding information in our efforts
to follow the money. Despite the increase in temporary
housing capacity, 4,216 people remain unhoused and
2,338 people are unsheltered every night.

Asked why a recent sweep on county property was
carried out without offering shelter to the encampment
residents as required by court decisions, Magsig insisted
that shelter had been offered. However, interviews with
people at the encampment indicated otherwise.

Magsig then brought forward Sonia De La Rosa from
the County Administrative Office to explain that outreach
workers from the Kingsview outreach team went to the
site to do mental health assessments. Some people at the

< SNO MADERA CONTINUUM OF CARE
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Fresno City 1696 1701 3397
Fresno County 514 27 541
Madera City 73 150 223
Madera County 55 0 55 it
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Unsheltered Sheltered Total
Fresno City 1674 836 2510
Fresno County 712 29 741
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Madera County 45 0 45
Total 2681 960 3641
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Unsheltered Sheltered Total
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Unsheltered Sheltered Total
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The Point in Time Count was held on Feb. 23,
a particularly cold night.

FOLLOW THE MONEY

Elected officials complain about the trash and filth, provide no solutions and cruelly punish those unfortunate enough to be unhoused.
Photo by Eduardo Stanley

camp told me that 5-10 beds were offered at the Kingsview
Manor, a shelter facility that provides mental health services.
She did not have an answer to what shelter was offered to
those who did not need those services.

Regarding the City, Dyer said “there are no more sweeps
in Fresno because there are no more encampments of 10 or
more people.”

“Thereis constantoutreach to those on the streets offering
shelter and services every day,” Dyer added, implying that
shelter beds are actually available when they are not.

“From a safety and health perspective, | am opposed,”
Dyer responded when asked about establishing safe camps
as an interim, humane solution to the crisis. “You end up
with things occurring, females being assaulted, drugs
being sold, and there is violence. | am not for sanctioned
encampments.”

However, people in encampments often support each
other and protect each other, and they are usually safer than
solitary camping, especially for women. It's obvious that
Dyer is ignoring successful safe camp results in other cities.

City Rolls Out Mobile
Shower Unit

By Bob McCloskey

In April 2020, the Fresno City Council approved the
funding and purchase of a mobile restroom and shower
unit meant to serve the unhoused community. The
funding was provided by federal CARES Act dollars.

For many years, street family members, advocates
and members of the Fresno community that have a heart
have lobbied, pleaded and pushed for the city and
county to provide some human dignity and meet the
basic human needs of people living on the brutal, hot
streets of Fresno.

Instead, elected leaders have complained about
human feces and the smell of urine on the streets and
sidewalks without providing any restrooms. They have
pontificated endlessly about the “homeless problem”
and pandered to residents and business owners by
enforcing endless encampment sweeps, oftentimes
violating the Martin v. Boise court decision, which
requires that shelter is offered to people before a sweep
can occur on public property.

Elected leaders complain about the trash and
filth, provide no solutions and cruelly punish those
unfortunate enough to be unhoused. Finally, after
continued lobbying, the city is making a meager attempt
to provide some sanitation services by sending one
mobile shower unit around the city on a rotating basis.

There are 2,338 people (an undercount) in the City of
Fresno, City of Madera and County of Fresno who are
unsheltered and have no access to water and sanitation.
The vast majority are in the city and one mobile shower/
restroom is insufficient albeit a small step in the right
direction. Restrooms and water access should be
provided throughout the city and county in sufficient
numbers.

The City finally rolled out the showers on July 6. The
mobile unit has four bathrooms and is equipped with
showers, toilets and sinks. It hooks up to a city water
connection and runs off a generator.

Fresno City Council Member Miguel Arias said that the
“showers and restrooms have been the No. 1 request
from the homeless for decades.”

Dyer went on to say that the City intends to purchase more
motels for shelter use, build more low-income housing and
establish tiny home villages to address the crisis. These
words ring hollow when you witness the daily suffering
on the streets, witness the inhumane sweeps and hear the
stories the street families tell of their encounters with the
Fresno Police Department.

The city, county and FMCoC ignore the everyday reality
and humanity of street family members, present a positive
image of “all they are doing for the homeless” and are still
failing to provide adequate services to those in shelters
and those who are unsheltered. They are failing to provide
permanent, long-term solutions such as Housing First, job
training and assistance with job placement.

Until more housing becomes available, temporary safe
camps with basic services should be established.

*kkkk*k
Bob McCloskey is a prisoner and
advocate and a homeless advocate.
bobmccloskeyO6@gmail.com.

inmate  rights
Contact him at

Arias also said that he hopes the restrooms will relieve
the need “to clean up human feces and urine from public
buildings and from small business storefronts,” a major
complaint from the business community.

It stretches credibility to think that one rotating mobile
restroom unit will have a major impact on reducing the
amount of human excrement on the streets of Fresno.
The city only has one mobile unit. A second unit is
scheduled to arrive by March 2023.

The City is contracting with Grace Bound Inc. to
operate the mobile shower unit in its pilot period, and
then the City will issue a request for proposals to operate
the units in the future costing $4,000 a month. Each unit
costs $130,000 to purchase.

The City is reporting that the rollout has been
successful, and a City official said that “everybody’s been
respectful and clean, and it’s running pretty smooth, so
we're off to a good start.”

Several City Council members have begun identifying
locations in which the unit can be parked, he added. For
now, the plan will be to rotate the location on a weekly
basis. Arias said he hopes that in the future, the City will
be able to purchase additional mobile restroom units
and create a schedule so people know when and where
they can access them.

He said that the showers can be stationed wherever
there is a hookup to the main waterline, an access
point to the City’s sewer line and an open area for
the generator, describing the mobile bathrooms as a
“citywide solution” to a “citywide crisis.”

He also said “this is a basic human need we're finally
meeting. This should have happened 20 years ago, but
it's here now, and we're gonna make the most of it.”

For now, the showers will be open Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., rotating weekly on a
location schedule to be determined. Advocates are
lobbying for more units to be purchased and making
suggestions for locations and hours of operation.

It's a small step that took much effort from advocates to
achieve. Although progress is being made, the struggle
continues for the basic human right to housing in the
Fresno area and we will persevere.

*kk k%
Bob McCloskey is a prisonerandinmate rights advocate and
a homeless advocate. Contact him at bobmccloskeyO6@
gmail.com.
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How We Handle
a Controversial
Article

By Mike Rhodes

In July 2022, the Community Alliance newspaper printed
“Smell Their Dairy Airs,” written by Kevin Hall for his “Climate
Politics” column. The article was also on our website but
was removed because of complaints we received. Those
concerns centered on Hall’'s comments relative to Beneficial
State Bank, Tom Steyer, Kat Taylor and Bill McKibben'’s
answer to a question raised with him at his talk in Fresno on
June T1.

McKibben, a well-known climate change activist and
co-founder of 350.0rg, was in town as the featured speaker
at the Fresno Center for Nonviolence 30th anniversary
event held at the Universalist Unitarian Church of Fresno.
He spoke about his new organization, Third Act, which
encourages investment in efforts to stop human caused
climate change.

In answer to a question about where people who
care about the environment should invest their money,
McKibben answered Beneficial State Bank.

In his column, Hall explained why he thought that was a
bad answer. Reasonable people can disagree.

Moreover, Beneficial State Bank alleged that there were
factual inaccuracies in the column although we were unable
to substantiate any. We invited a representative from
Beneficial State Bank to respond to the concerns, but the
invitation was declined.

We asked Hall to review and rewrite the article. He
declined too.

In an interesting twist to this controversy, the San Joaquin
Valley Media Alliance, a newly formed 501(c)(3) created
to help the Community Alliance newspaper and keep
independent journalism alive, set up its bank account at
Beneficial State Bank.

They have a local branch near Shaw and Blackstone
avenues, and here is what they say about their guiding
principles: “Beneficial State serves the triple bottom line
of people, planet and prosperity for all. The bank’s unique
ownership structure supports these strategic priorities.

Independent media can go to where
the silence is and break the sound
barrier, doing what the corporate

networks refuse to do.

— ﬁnu{ (esdman —

AZ QUOTES

Support local alternative/independent media such as KFCF 88.1 FM and the Community Alliance newspaper.

“The bank’s capital is majority-owned by the U.S. Treasury
and nonprofit Beneficial State Foundation, both of which
are permanently governed in the public interest.

“Beneficial State Bank is a founding signatory of the UN’s
Principles for Responsible Banking, a member of the Global
Alliance for Banking on Values, a member of Bank.Green'’s
Fossil Free Banking Alliance, a Community Development
Financial Institution (CDFI) and one of the world’s top-rated
Certified B Corporations, awarded B Corp ‘Best for the
World’ status every year since 2013.”

Tom Steyer and Kat Taylor are co-founders of Beneficial
State Bank. Steyer also is a co-founder of Galvanize Climate
Solutions, which gives us insight into the motivation behind
his investment principles. This is from a press release issued
last year:

Noted investors Katie Hall and Tom Steyer are

“Movement Capitalism is an economic philosophy
that employs the foundations of capitalism—
innovation,  entrepreneurship, = competition—and
merges those with the power of global activism, in
support of a higher public purpose,” said Steyer. “The
practice of Movement Capitalism involves not only
generating profit, but also successfully addressing
global challenges, such as the climate crisis.”

It's estimated that, over the next 30 years, the global
community will need to invest close to $4 trillion per
year in energy transition technologies to secure a
livable future. Currently, global investments total just
over $800 billion per year, leaving a $3 trillion gap
annually. Given the magnitude of the crisis and global
political constraints, the public sector cannot close this
gap without significant private sector investment.

launching a new investment platform named Galvanize
Climate Solutions (“Galvanize”). Galvanize will
be a mission-driven investment platform, bringing
together the ingenuity of the public and private sectors
to support companies that contribute meaningful
solutionsto securingalivable future. Galvanize believes
in the use of Movement Capitalism to accelerate the
adoption of clean technology and increase the rate of
decarbonization.

To learn more about Beneficial State Bank, visit
beneficialstatebank.com. More information about Bill
McKibben and his Third Act group can be found at
thirdact.org.

*kkkk%k
Mike Rhodes is the executive director ofthe Community Alliance
newspaper and author of the book Dispatches from the War
Zone, about homelessness in Fresno. His website is www.
mikerhodes.us. Contact him at mikerhodes@comcast.net.

the Heart of Ethnic Media

SB 911 Would Drive a Stake in
T

By Sandy Close and Regina Brown Wilson

The California legislature has spent months considering a bill—SB 911 by State Senator
Steve Glazer (D-Orinda)—that would dedicate $25 million in state surplus funds to local
and ethnic journalism. It would also stab the independent ethnic media sector in the heart.

That's why, despite the financial pressures that have disrupted the entire news industry,
our two organizations—Ethnic Media Services and California Black Media, which have
worked for decades to support and advocate for the ethnic media sector—oppose SB 911.
For the moment, our objections have temporarily paused the bill’s progress, but it could
reemerge at any point.

Ethnic media pride themselves on being rooted in their communities and serving as an
independent advocacy voice. “We wish to plead our own cause; too long have others
spoken for us,” was the mission statement of the Freedom Journal way back in 1827. That
captures ethnic media’s mission today, regardless of what language they publish in or
which community they serve.

Among our top concerns—echoed in numerous conversations with practitioners across
the sector—is that the bill promotes a nonprofit model as a one-size-fits-all solution to the
problems of local and ethnic journalism.

But for decades, most ethnic media have operated as for-profit businesses and that
model has allowed them to operate as an advocacy sector for their communities—you hear
it in their titles: Sentinel, Informer, Voice, Guardian, Crusader—and that is precisely why
mainstream media has often disparaged their reporting without understanding the unique
role they play.

Adopting the nonprofit model would expressly forbid ethnic media from regularly
endorsing political candidates or lobbying on behalf of proposed legislation. It would
cripple their advocacy voice.

Nor are most ethnic media outlets prepared to shift their revenue base from advertising to
foundation and government grants, especially if overseen by a board of political appointees
as SB 911 proposes.

Ethnic media create a synergy with the small and micro businesses and community-based
organizations that is crucial for neighborhood economies to thrive—ethnic media expand
the customer base of local businesses and agencies, while local businesses provide the
majority of ad revenues that support ethnic media.

For the sector to become dependent on grants from foundations or government agencies
would disempower both ethnic media and their communities.

Finally, we are concerned about how SB 911 proposes to administer funds through
a board of political appointees that would be costly and time-consuming to set up and
would wind up determining the criteria for how the government doles out support for local
journalism for years to come.

Ethnic media might have two representatives on that board. But the majority would have
no direct knowledge of the unique role of ethnic media or how it works. The last thing ethnic
media need are people with little experience in their communities determining what kind of
media those communities need.

And we are concerned that the bill as currently written would allow media start-ups—
including many in the nonprofit space—that have operated for only one year to qualify for

Ethnic media is rooted in their communities and serves as an independent advocacy voice, reporting
in different languages locally spoken. Photo courtesy of Ethnic Media Services

support. This puts them in direct competition with media that have worked for decades to
serve their communities and sustain themselves.

SB 911 was intended to spotlight the dire straits many ethnic media find themselves in,
especially following the business shutdowns from the pandemic, inflation and a possible
recession, let alone the demands of adapting to the digital world. But we're not prepared
to greenlight the bill as currently written for the sake of whatever share the board bestows
to individual outlets after their own administrative costs are met.

We urge the legislature to consider far more productive ways of supporting the ethnic
news sector much as was done in the 2020 Census when advertising dollars earmarked for
ethnic media increased from $15 million to more than $85 million, recognizing that only
ethnic media could deliver truly inclusive outreach to the diverse communities that now
make up the state.

Redirect the $25 million to advertising or outreach on the many issues these communities
now face. Create mandates that steer a fairer share of marketing dollars for issues such as
drought, housing, wildfires, climate change or healthcare to our media sector, and that will
reach the underserved audiences that the state needs to reach, rather than wasting time
and money on a costly administrative process in the name of ethnic media.

The nonprofit model works well for a small number of ethnic media news agencies,
including such veteran nonprofits as Radio Bilingue and India Currents; they are convenors
and informers of community, they fit the category of mission-driven journalism, and we
applaud them for their work.

But one size does notfitall media, especially the vast majority of ethnic news outlets. Don’t
ask ethnic media to transform themselves into a model that reduces their interdependence
with the community. “Too long have others spoken for us.” That's what SB 911 does, and
that’s why we oppose it.

kkkk*k
Sandy Close, director of Ethnic Media Services, was founder and former director of New America
Media and Pacific News Service. She’s worked in the ethnic media sector for more than 25 years.
Regina Brown Wilson is the executive director of California Black Media, the oldest advocacy
organization supporting locally owned Black media.



Cities Attempt “C”
Cash Grab

By Kevin Hall

The residents of rural Fresno County living outside its 15
cities, including thousands in more than 30 disadvantaged
unincorporated communities, were placed on the political
chopping block last month.

In a last-minute proposal on how to split the Measure
C $6.8 billion transportation sales tax pie for the years
2027 to 2057, Fresno Mayor Jerry Dyer and Fresno County
Supervisor Sal Quintero enticed eight rural mayors and
Clovis’s Jose Flores to join them in an 11-4 vote at the Fresno
Council of Governments (COG); together, they propose to
take $185 million away from the county’s mostimpoverished
areas and keep it for their cities.

Despite the vote’s overwhelming support, such a split is
unprecedented in Measure C history. In the 2002 and 2006
Measure C renewal efforts—the first failed in the face of
community opposition led by the League of Women Voters
of Fresno—no elected official broke ranks from either party.
All were in support every step of the way. With two-thirds
voter approval required, such unanimity among elected
officials and advocates alike is required to ensure success
at the polls.

Although the tax won’t expire until 2027, officials
want to begin borrowing now against future revenue to
continue their massive road-building projects for leapfrog
developments west of Highway 99; north up Highway
41, Friant Road and Highway 168 with new freeway
interchanges for Clovis; and east along Highway 180 into
the foothills and wildfire zones as 168 has already done.

Planned “communities” for white-collar flight are going in
along the length of the Fresno and Madera county foothills,
and the developers want bigger roads and bridges in every
direction. The Measure C expenditure plan calls these
expansions “road repair.”

Absorption of the 119-acre unincorporated section of
Calwa by the City of Fresno emerged from behind closed
door negotiations as the surprise compromise between city
and county officials in the push to place Measure C renewal
on the ballot this November. It includes portions of Church
and Jensen avenues that have industrial uses immediately
adjacent to residential neighborhoods suffering from
increasing diesel truck traffic and crumbling roads.

Gregory Weaver and Danielle Bergstrom reported in the
Fresno Bee on July 8 that “the county would get $185 million
less [in Measure C funds] in the city’s plan, but Dyer said that

OPINION & ANALYSIS

Gateway to Sprawl: Measure C subsidies continue to fund sprawl west of Highway 99. The $140 million Grantland Avenue crossing,
renamed Veterans Boulevard for public relations purposes, leveraged millions in local sales tax dollars to secure state and federal funds.
Now developers want taxpayers to subsidize expansion of two-lane rural streets to five-lane arterials under the guise of “road repair,”
“gaps” and “neighborhood streets” in this region of highly profitable leapfrog development. Photo by Joey Hall

annexing the largely residential sections of Calwa into the
city of Fresno would help soften this deficit for the county.”

When the Fresno mayor dropped the new plan just an
hour before the Fresno COG's big vote on July 7, another
surprise emerged: four rural mayors in the role of advocates
for a better public process. Rolando Castro of Mendota,
Julia Hernandez of San Joaquin, Mary Fast of Reedley and
Scott Robertson of Selma all voted against moving the plan
forward to voters.

The proposal next moved to the Fresno County Board
of Supervisors for the first of two votes by that body; their
final vote to place Measure C on the ballot is slated for
Aug. 8. The supervisors split their July 12 vote 4-1, with
Supervisor Steve Brandau dissenting, presumably because
his political patrons at Granville Homes are negotiating
behind the scenes for more road subsidies. His full support
is anticipated by August.

At press time, votes were upcoming at the Fresno County
Transportation Authority and the Fresno City Council.
Both bodies are anticipated to announce their satisfaction
with the backroom deals, secret negotiations and the

Measure C renewal committee’s failure to define equity in
transportation spending or to receive a single presentation
on climate change in 18 months of meetings.

Advocates from the Transportation4All.org coalition,
which submitted a letter signed by 36 entities from
across the civic spectrum including unions, faith leaders,
businesses and community-based organizations, continue
to call on elected leaders to do better.

As Veronica Garibay, co-director of Leadership Counsel
for Justice and Accountability, told the Fresno Bee after the
mayors’ vote, “Tonight demonstrates that decision-makers
today have no respect for community engagement and
community voices...l don’t think that the public forgets
easily.”

kkkk*k
Kevin Hall hosts Climate Politics on KFCF 88.1 FM every second
and fourth Friday, 5 p.m.—6 p.m. He tweets as @airfrezno and
@sjvalleyclimate, coordinates an informal network of climate
activists at www.valleyclimate.org, and can be contacted at
sjvalleyclimate@gmail.com for presentations and information.

“C” Saw: Hitting Bottom

By Kevin Hall

Ever experience that painful tailbone landing that follows when your playmate suddenly
jumps off their end of the seesaw? To avoid it you had to see it coming, then put your
feet down fast. It's like they say in politics, you can only be surprised if you're not paying
attention.

Fresno County’s inattentive urban leaders and a number of rural ones will soon be hitting
bottom, too. Elected officials and business leaders alike are currently riding high, their
heels kicking the air.

Boosted by unreliable polling results, developer money and hubris, Clovis Mayor Jose
Flores and Fresno County Supervisor Brian Pacheco scornfully told advocates in a pair of
July meetings that this is how laws and sausage are made; the public has to watch them
decide, and the most important climate debate in Fresno County history comes down to a
few weeks of rushed backroom dealmaking among a handful of conservative politicians.

They couldn’t be more wrong and are about to learn why balanced governance works
best, a painful lesson that the gravitational force of a plebiscite will soon force upon them.
You see, everyone votes this time, not just them, and the public has stepped off the other
end of Measure “C” first. Advocates’ feet are on the ground, in the community, continuing
to fight for equity in transportation spending embedded in goals of climate resilience.

The public debates at the Fresno Council of Governments (COG) and Fresno County
Board of Supervisors meetings in July were a display of arrogance by elected officials
accustomed to ignoring the Brown Act prohibition on step meetings and having the final
word on significant budget and land-use votes at their city councils. It's standard operating
procedure throughout Fresno County.

Again, they're used to having the final word, the final vote. But not this time. This time the
public votes, and long before they do, advocates will be out demonstrating and protesting,
telling the entire community the truth behind the lies coming from the business community;
sharing Measure C’s long history of false and broken promises; and adding up the massive
subsidies being created for industrial growth in south Fresno and continued white-collar
flight to the foothills.

It feels like the 1980s around here again, the corrupt era of Fresno and Clovis politicians
trading rezones for
contributions of every kind,
assessing low impact fees

and ignoring unbridled
P ATIE N C E M ILROD sprawl’s  community-wide
impacts.

LAWYER/L'CENC|ADA EN LEYES Consider the Words of

incoming Fresno City Council
Member Annalisa Perea.
Her father, Henry R. Perea,
came up through the local
political ranks back then and
now mentors a whole crop of

985 NORTH VAN NESS AVENUE FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93728
559.246.7239 PM@PATIENCEMILROD.COM

CLIMATE POLITICS

DEERE

Thanks to Measure C money, “planned communities” are flourishing in the rangeland of eastern
Madera County along Highway 41. These function as bedroom communities for people working in
Fresno and Clovis. More development is sought in the wildfire zones of the foothill chaparral and
Sierra forests, and large-scale trucking centers are being approved for
Highway 99 at the San Joaquin River. Photo by Peter Maiden

local young officeholders. Son Henry T. works as a Chevron lobbyist, having left the State
Assembly a year early to join the ranks of Sacramento lobbyists.

Annalisa Perea best captured the spirit of Fresno’s special brand of subservient politics in
her Fresno Bee candidate interview in May when she stated that she wants to “cut the red
tape and roll out the red carpet” for development of every kind. That’s old school Fresno
for a new generation.

Yet, the Fresno City Council has been left out of this debate, sidelined by Council Member
Esmeralda Soria’s failure as the Council’s representative on the Fresno County Transportation
Authority to act when the Measure C renewal committee was being formed in early 2021.
She later attended a committee meeting or two as Mayor Jerry Dyer’s alternate and filled
in for him again at a COG meeting, but that was the extent of the City Council’s direct
involvement.

Fresno has been represented solely by the conservative former police chief turned
politician. A rookie mayor halfway through his second year in office, Dyer’s biggest political
backers are the Assemis and their network of residential development corporations and
agricultural interests through which they legally sidestep campaign contribution limits.
They're also arguably the biggest beneficiaries of Measure C subsidies.

Madera’s Mini-C. Measure T in Madera County is best regarded as C’s mini-me, a smaller
version of the exact same set of problems: the community excluded, industrial and sprawl
subsidies prioritized, arrogant officials and no attention to climate change or equity. Both
counties seek to slash transit funding and have had no discussions of electrification, climate
resiliency or rural high-speed Internet.

Continues on page 10
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WomEeN’s INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM

WILPF Fresno, P.O. Box 5114, Fresno, CA 93755

Volunteering in Croatia

WILPF-Fresno member Nancy Hatcher recently joined a team of fellow volunteers in Kostajnica, Croatia, to repair
homes that suffered damage in the December 2020 earthquake. Working alongside those who live in the five
selected houses, Nancy commented that her hope for peace in the world is enhanced by developing friendships

with those living in other cultures and by providing a helping hand to those in need.

The team of volunteers was invited to participate in this project by the mayor of Kostajnica and several other
municipalities. Nancy has volunteered in six other countries with the Fuller Center for Housing, Habitat for Humanity
and the Fuller Disaster Rebuilders in Florida and Puerto Rico, noting that she truly prefers this kind of “vacation.”

Photos by Nancy Hatcher

Graphic by Lincoln Cushing

The NFL Claims Black Lives Matter

Currently, there is a lawsuit between the NFL and a Black coach who claims the owners of
NFL teams are racist. He claims they conducted sham interviews just to meet the league’s
racial quota, but in reality they already had picked their head coaches. Other White
coaches have spoken out to confirm that this is the case, but the owners claim that they
are not racist.

Use this as the backdrop for the next topic as we talk about another NFL story everyone
is familiar with.

Colin Kaepernick

For those who don’t know, Colin Kaepernick broke NFL rushing records as a quarterback,
took his team to the Super Bowl and had one of the highest passer ratings in the league.
After seeing Black men and women getting killed repeatedly by the police and the police
getting off without punishment, he decided that he would sit through the national anthem
because the words in the anthem didn’t represent what was happening to Black people.

People didn’t know why he sat through the national anthem at first, but one day a
reporter asked him and he told them how he felt about Black people being treated
unjustly. America had a big problem with this.

On the outside, they said they had a problem with him sitting. They said he was
disrespecting the military and that he should shut up and play football.

A former Green Beret then contacted Kaepernick and suggested that instead of sitting
through the anthem, he should take a knee because soldiers kneel in respect when they
mourn one of their fellow soldiers dying and people kneel in prayer. Kaepernick took the
advice and started kneeling. The same people who had a problem with him sitting now
had a problem with him kneeling.

Kaepernick was eventually forced out of the league for this stance and has not been
allowed back in. This was so blatant that he sued on the basis that the NFL and multiple
teams colluded to keep him out of football.

The President himself called out Kaepernick as if he was public enemy No. 1. For what?
Not because he stole money or beat up his girlfriends or did drugs or cheated on his
taxes.

He was hated for peacefully kneeling and telling the world why. He was hated because
he wanted accountability for the unjustified deaths of people who looked like him by
those who were paid to serve and protect, and he wanted America to see it.

The NFL was forced to settle the lawsuit because there was proof that teams had
colluded to keep Kaepernick out of football. All he wanted to do was play football, and
they took that away because he spoke up by kneeling in silence.

WILPF MEETING

Aug. 11, Thursday, 7 p.m. online. Watch your e-mail for an announcement with a link and
a call-in number! For more information, contact Teresa taca_03@ymail.com or Leni at
lenivreeves@gmail.com.

MEMBERSHIP
Please renew if you haven’t already. Send dues to WILPF Fresno, P.O. Box 5114, Fresno,
CA93755.

For questions and information updates, contact Nancy Hatcher at nhatcher46@
gmail.com or Kyla Mitchell at kyla.noelle@gmail.com.

WILPF-US membership is $35/year. WILPF-Fresno sponsors a low-income rate of
$20.

Kaepernick has been trying to get back in the league ever since but with no luck. Team
owners think that he will be a troublemaker, divide the locker room or, even worse, make
their team America’s most hated team by half of America and all the people who support
Trump.

Optics Is the Key Word

Does the NFL really take optics that seriously though? After you hear about this next story
you can decide for yourself what you think about the league regarding its stance against
racism.

DeShaun Watson used to be the quarterback of the Houston Texans. Watson had to sit
out last season because there were 24 allegations of sexual misconduct against him. He
was a good quarterback.

He also might have to sit out this season as well, but what we find funny is that while in
the middle of his legal troubles, the Cleveland Browns decided that they would be willing
to trade draft picks to the Houston Texans to acquire Watson and pay him $230 million
as their quarterback. In fact, the Browns already had a decent quarterback. Remember,
Watson is currently on suspension and didn’t play any of last season.

Understand, at the time of this writing, Kaepernick had not gotten a roster spot even as
a third- or fourth-string backup quarterback but Watson, who hasn’t played in more than
ayear, was bought with the Browns future on the line in hopes that he can get through his
legal troubles and not get convicted.

Twenty-four potential sexual misconduct charges aren’t as offensive to an NFL owner as
a player taking a knee for racial justice.

The NFL owners all claim to not have a racist bone in their body and back it up by saying
they let the league paint the “Black Lives Matter” slogan somewhere on their fields, all
while Black people who actually stand up to racial inequality are literally being denied
their chance at success by these same owners.

The sad thing about all of this is that we are the ones to be made to feel like we are the
crazy ones. We are the ones who aren’t seeing it correctly. We're the ones who don’t know
what we're talking about and are told that we are making a big deal out of something that
isn’t true while it's happening in real time right in front of us.

Now we don’t know what'’s worse, the offense itself, or the response to us calling out
the offense as we see it. What do we do? Where do we go from here?

— Mouth-peace

Send any comments for writer Mouth-peace to unpacking_racism2022@yahoo.com or
drjeankennedy@yahoo.com.

STIR IT UP-WILPF KFCF 88.1 FM
Aug. 24, 3 p.m. (fourth Wednesday of each month). Jean Hays highlights people and events
important to our WILPF community.

UNPACKING RACISM
Dr. Jean Kennedy will resume these sessions in September. RSVP with your e-mail address to
drjeankennedy@yahoo.com or text 559-270-1023.

WOMEN IN BLACK
Probably on hiatus because of the heat. Check first with Sue Kern at skern@netptc.net or
559-439-3777. (Wednesday, Aug. 3, at noon at the Courthouse, if scheduled.)

THE CONTENT IN THIS SECTION IS PAID FOR BY WILPF. THE WILPF PAGE IS USUALLY COMPILED AND EDITED BY LENI VILLAGOMEZ REEVES (LENIVREEVES@GMAIL.COM).




“What Is the
Liberal Agenda?”
Revisited

By Homer Gee Greene Jr.

In Dr. Malik Simba’s excellent essay, “What Is the Liberal
Agenda?,” published in the June edition of the Community
Alliance newspaper, he states that “the new Democratic
Party not only embraced the changing multicultural America
but also the class question and how public policy should be
used to protect and serve working-class women and men or,
to cite the U.S. Constitution, ‘promote the general welfare.’

“This embrace attained its clearest expression when
President Harry S. Truman supported the Democratic
platform of 1948, ‘to secure these rights’ for America’s
racial minorities.

“In response, the southern wing of the Democratic Party
bolted and formed its own party, the Dixiecrats, which was
a synonym for the Ku Klux Klan. Upon the collapse of this
party, its members moved to the White supremacist party
of George Wallace and his American Independent Party in
1968, and eventually to today’s conservative and right-wing
Republican Party.”

| would argue that Dr. Simba should have extended his
analysis to include the Republican Party transforming into
the more racist and White nationalist party that it is today.

He left out the Tea Party, which was an anti-minority party
that wanted to limitadditional social, economicand political
rights to racial minorities, in particular, Black people.

Then came the Birther movement, an anti-Black and racist
movement that falsely asserted that Barack Obama was
ineligible to run for the presidency because he was not born
on American soil. At the front of the movement was Donald
J. Trump, who could not accept that a Black man could be
this intelligent and accomplished.

So, Trump created his first of many lies and false
accusations against Obama and racial minorities. | would
say that birtherism was Trump's initial Big Lie that gathered
national acceptance by Republican Party members.

Then came the creation of the Make America Great
Again movement, or MAGA. This movement can also be
labeled the Make America White Again movement. At the
root of their racist political desire is to stop the browning of
America.

Again, Trump and the goal of his movement is to take
rights away from minorities, or people of color, and people
with particular gender identifications and deny women'’s
reproductive rights.

President Biden clearly sees that the MAGA movement
has morphed and now is ultra-MAGA.

Ultra-MAGA is a term originally used by President Joe
Biden in reference to a subset of “extreme” Republicans.

This ultra-MAGA movement now has as its political
philosophy that of Trumpism: Trumpism is a term for the

OPINION & ANALYSIS

When the Democratic Party supported a democratic platform in 1948, the southern wing of the Party bolted and formed its own party,
the Dixiecrats, which was a synonym for the Ku Klux Klan. Upon the collapse of this party, its members moved to the White supremacist
party of George Wallace in 1968, and eventually to today’s conservative and right-wing Republican Party. In the image, members of the
Klu Klux Klan during a parade in Northern Virginia in 1922.
Photo courtesy of The Commons

political ideologies, social emotions, style of governance,
political movement and set of mechanisms for acquiring
and keeping control of power associated with Donald
Trump and his political base.

This ultra-MAGA movement will outlive Trump, and he
will no longer be needed physically. Another fascist will
soon replace him.

With the establishment of the ultra-MAGA Party, we now
have an authoritarian, anti-Black, fascist, anti-democratic,
anti-women, anti-browning of America and anti-gender
equality movement.

We can read from Supreme Court Justice Clarence
Thomas'’s opinion that the ultra-MAGA members of this
Party would like to reconsider and take away the right to
contraception, therightto consensual same-sexintercourse,
the right to have same-sex marriages and, by implication,
the nullification of mixed-race marriages.

“In a concurring opinion in Dobbs, Justice Thomas urged
the overruling of decisions that protected constitutional
rights to purchase and use contraceptives, to engage in
private consensual same-sex activity and to have same-sex
marriages.” (Fresno Bee, July 8)

The real threat of the ultra-MAGA movement is to have
some privacy rights not permitted at the federal level and to
have states decide which of these rights will be permitted or
prohibited in their states.

Hence, Republicans have now come full circle back
to some of the goals and objectives of the racist White
nationalist and White supremacist Dixiecrat Party,

Based on my readings, 30% of Republicans are MAGA
and ultra-MAGA, 50% are conservatives who just want to
win and maintain their economic and political status and
20% are never Trumpers, who realize Trump’s threat to our
democracy. A large number of conservatives are Trump
sycophants, cowards and unpatriotic in that they will not
challenge Trump.

Trumpism is now the MAGA movement’s ideology and is
at the foundation of their attack on American democracy.
Their primary reason to support Trump is greed and
political power. The ancient Greeks would identify Trump
sycophants as kleptocrats and they would identify Trump as
a kakistocrat.

Vote blue and stop the MAGA Republican Party from
further transforming into a truly fascist, racist, White
supremacist, misogynistic and anti-democracy party.

*kkk*k
Homer Gee Greene Jr. is a freelance writer and photographer,
documentarian for the Clark Bonsai Collection, and founding
partner and business manager for ScholarDev LLC, a start-up
tech company. He is retired from Fresno City College.

Fiber Broadband
Comes to the
Central Valley

By Stan Santos

The story of broadband technology in Central Valley
communities follows historic patterns of privilege and
neglect, extreme poverty in a region of extreme wealth.
Hundreds of towns, such as Firebaugh, Mendota, San
Joaquin, Tranquillity, Five Points, Raisin City, Cantua, El
Porvenir and Huron, suffer from the state’s worst air and
water quality. Children experience the lowest achievement
levels in English language arts, math and college entrance
exams—foundational indicators of a child’s future quality of
life.

In west Fresno County, grassroots organizing has not
claimed major victories since the United Farm Workers
(UFW) strikes or the struggle for land and basic services
waged by farmworker families of Three Rocks in 1980.

Life for farmworker communities ebbs and flows like a
river. They work the fields, observe the changing seasons

and raise their children between cycles of man-made and
natural crises such as droughts, housing and the economy.
Another crisis arrived in 2020, with the gradual, increasingly
deadly onslaught of Covid-19.

In December 2020, more than 800,000 farmworkers
worked the fields and orchards of California, most of
them in the Central Valley, and more than 300,000 were
undocumented. With the onset of the pandemic, they were
all suddenly classified as “essential workers.”

In 2021, a UC San Francisco research report stated that
agricultural workers were almost twice as likely to die from
Covid-19 as other working adults in California. They had the
highest rate of deaths of any occupational group.

In April 2020, President Trump declared meat and poultry
processors as essential industries. In the ensuing months,
Foster Farms in Livingston had 400 infections and nine
deaths. Seven workers died at Foster Farms plants in Fresno
and another 10 in Merced, Tulare and Stanislaus counties.
The San Joaquin Valley had arrived at the intersection of
greed, economicinterests and the lives of poor and working
families.

Meanwhile, thousands of children, many of them the sons
and daughters of those essential workers, were forced to do
online learning.

But the Internet that higher-income neighborhoods
take for granted was not there for them. Principal/

fﬂn’ltojitos J"lexican@sr

Javier Rangel (559) 977-4413 Jesus Ibarra (559) 977-5481

1772 E. Barstow Ave. Fresno, CA 93710
(559) 447-5569

We are located inside the Bulldog Plaza

Parents, Families & Friends
Allied with the LGBTQ+ Community

Meetings the 2nd Sunday
of the month @2PM

At Wesley UMC
1343 E. Barstow Ave
Fresno CA 93710

FRESNO

www.PFLAGFresno.org
(559) 434-6540
pflagfresno@gmail.com

You Are Welcome!

Superintendent Baldomero Hernandez of West Side
Elementary in Five Points sent surveys to parents and found
that only 10% had Internet in their homes. Most pointed to
their cell phones as their only access.

Speed tests performed on dozens of Wi-Fi hot-spot
devices provided by county schools found that many
performed marginally, relying on the weak cell tower signal
of low-quality antennas. They were unable to provide a
symmetrical data stream for the balanced two-way video
that is essential for learning.

Teachers became frustrated and children disengaged.
That exposed a glaring injustice: The Valley landscape is in
fact a “digital desert.”

How do species survive in the natural world? Nature
marshals its forces through communications networks.
Living creatures, from microorganisms to trees and the
four-legged, communicate through sound, mycelium and
electromagnetic frequencies.

Whale songs carry high-amplitude sound across
thousands of miles of ocean to communicate with their
pod, locate mates and avoid danger. Ants coordinate to
cross rushing streams by piling on each other and building
a submerged bridge with their bodies. Bees use dance
movement and odor to communicate.

Continues on page 10

KENNEDMCIUB{OETHESANIJOAQUINWVALIEY

Founder: Lawrence J. Kelly

The Kennedy Club
of the San Joaquin Valley

Meeting and Discussing
Democratic Ideas Since 1997

Kennedy Club meets 1st Saturday of each month.
9:00am to 11:00am. Please Join Us!
More Information: fresnocountydemocrats.org
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“C” Saw: Hitting Bottom

Continued from page 7

Many of the same developers work both sides of the river, and great emphasis is being
placed on “planned communities” in the rangeland of eastern Madera County along
Highway 41. These function as bedroom communities for people working in Fresno and
Clovis. More development is sought in the wildfire zones of the foothill chaparral and Sierra
forests, and large-scale trucking centers are being approved for Highway 99 at the San
Joaquin River.

The renewal committees in both counties were stacked with conservative interests,
including the politicians themselves. The most outspoken rural mayor in the process has
been Parlier’s Alma Beltran, a 2016 Trump supporter. True to form, she gaslit the entire
audience of more than 200 gathered at Fresno City Hall where the July COG board meeting
was held to accommodate the crowd.

An earlier attempt fell apart when the agency’s online meeting setup proved inadequate,
perfectly demonstrating the long-standing complaint that the agency does not engage

meaningfully with the public.

“l wish that they would have worked more on being more engaged in the workshops,”
Beltran said misleadingly of the outspoken attendees alerted to the crisis by the 36-member
Transportation4All.org coalition, according to a Fresno Bee story. Right. All two of them.

In the late fall, staff and consultants announced a series of public forums with only one
day’s notice during a pandemic wave. Nobody showed. In the spring, the public did turn
out in force in Kerman and Clovis. None of their suggestions were incorporated into the
executive committee considerations.

Politicians from Clovis to Huron, and business leaders from the Chamber of Commerce
to Community Medical Centers, have chosen the worst possible moment to look away from
the public. They're in for a hard landing.

*kkkk*k
Kevin Hall hosts Climate Politics on KFCF 88.1 FM every second and fourth Friday, 5 p.m.—6
p.m. He tweets as @airfrezno and @sjvalleyclimate, coordinates an informal network of climate
activists at www.valleyclimate.org, and can be contacted at sjvalleyclimate@gmail.com for
presentations and information.

Fiber Broadband Comes to the
Central Valley

Continued from page 9

For natural societies, survival of their species is an instinctive function. They process
information, communicate and act as one, for the benefit of all.

You would think human beings as higher organisms would do the same, and consider all
fellow beings, particularly children, as essential, like the living cells of that organism, which
is society.

During the pandemic, higher-income communities, predominantly urban and White,
accessed learning over high-speed fiber-optic networks, while thousands of “children of
alesser god” were left offline. This tragic failure unfolded in homes throughout California.

Network Architecture in Humans

The beautiful architecture of the human body relies on neurons in the brain and heart, which
send high-speed signals via neural networks and synapses to every dependent system and
extremity. When children lack stimulation, socialization and learning, the connectivity in
their developing brains can decline, neural pathways lose plasticity and their lights go dim.
They might never reach their full human potential.

Lack of lifelong learning, stimulation and social activity in adults contributes to
comorbidities, which are the underlying causes of higher death rates related to Covid-19 in
communities that lack effective communications networks and auxiliary services.

Communications Workers of America (CWA) Local 9408 represents more than athousand
employees of AT&T and Frontier Communications in Fresno, Madera, Tulare and Kings
counties. They are technicians and back-office staff in engineering departments, as well as
mobility cellular stores.

Many see the social and economic disparities in surrounding communities first-
hand, where rural and inner-city neighborhoods are victims of digital redlining by
telecommunications and Internet service providers.

AT&T and Frontier keep outside workforce headcount at a minimum to benefit their
business plans, shareholders and CEOs. Technicians must maintain networks with 20-year-
old technology that does not fulfill customers’ increasing data needs.

In 2021, the State of California announced plans to dedicate $6 billion in federal
coronavirus and state surplus funds to bridge the digital divide: $3.25 billion would go
to the Middle-Mile Broadband Initiative (MMBI) to build up to 9,000 miles of fiber-optic
network infrastructure throughout the state; $2 billion would be for “last mile” fiber
connections to homes and businesses in unserved and underserved communities; and
$750 million would be available in credit support.

Democratic state and federal administrations are responding to the pandemic with a
huge investment in broadband infrastructure. This is the largest broadband infrastructure
project in U.S. history, which would not have happened without the coincidence of critical
conditions and forward-thinking political leadership.

In 2021, CWA analyzed the proposed California Middle-Mile Broadband map and
observed areas of Fresno County that would remain unserved. A strategic plan emerged to
approach the city councils of Firebaugh, Mendota, San Joaquin and Huron for adoption of a
Resolution of Support for Broadband Infrastructure and the West Fresno County Fiber Optic
Network. Each city council voted unanimously for the initiative.

CWA presented the resolutions to the California Public Utilities Commission along with
letters of support from Central Valley Leadership Roundtable President Eliseo Gamino and
4Venir.org of Merced County. Peter Ansel, policy advisor for State Senator Anna Caballero
(D-Merced), provided key advice, and Senator Caballero submitted a strong letter of
support.

Speed tests performed on dozens of Wi-Fi hot-spot devices provided by county schools found that
many performed marginally, relying on the weak cell tower signal of low-quality antennas in many
rural communities of the San Joaquin Valley. They were unable to provide the symmetrical data
stream for balanced two-way video that is essential for learning. Photo by Eduardo Stanley

In November 2021, Governor Gavin Newsom announced the Middle-Mile Broadband
Initiative Initial Projects and Project 10: “West Fresno: Fresno County, including South Dos
Palos, Kerman, Mendota, Firebaugh, Tranquillity and San Joaquin.” This represents an
investment of more than $2 million in westside communities that would have otherwise
remained unserved by the Middle-Mile Broadband Initiative.

But the job is not done; expansion of Internet access must keep pace with the expansion
of data consumption and there are more opportunities. The Biden administration has
committed an additional $65 billion in the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act for
broadband projects across the United States.

The west Fresno County model of collaboration can expand to other areas, including
communities east of Highway 99 and other parts of the Central Valley. This will facilitate
proposals to the California Advanced Services Fund for last mile fiber connectivity to homes
and businesses throughout the Valley.

This could ignite an era of investment in advanced communications technology and
network infrastructure that will strengthen economic life and prosperity for the entire
Central Valley. Only then will the children of the San Joaquin Valley realize true inclusion in
society and the fulfillment of their human potential.

/N root access

Community Hackerspace
and Makerspace

Stan Santos is an activist
in the immigrant and labor
community. Contact him at
comworkeradvocate@gmail.

com.
3D Printing - Laser Cutting - Electronics - Technology

Sewing & Fiber Arts - Workshop - ...and more!

Proudly located in the Tower District at 1476 N. Van Ness Ave.
Check us out online at rootaccess.org
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Looking for a Delivery
Volunteer for the
Community Alliance:

Help us to provide our
communities with the
“voice of the progres-
sive movement.”

Driver wanted for
Auberry and the foot-
hills area. A few hours
a month is all it takes!

Contact Peter, our
distribution manager:
maidenfotol @gmail.com

Improve the
PROCESS,

improve the
OUTCOME

Facilitation
Training
Speaking
Coaching

559424607236
paul@paulepierce.com
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Central Valley Fuego Beats
Richmond Kickers 3-1

Photo by Peter Maiden

In a game against the Richmond (Virginia) Kickers on July 23, Fuego FC’s Christian Chaney took
control of the ball, pressured by three Richmond players. Fuego FC won 3-1, with two goals being
scored by Victor Falck.

It was a rough game. There were quite a few yellow cards, and two Richmond players got red
cards, forcing them to leave the game. One of the red cards was in the first half, and the other was in
the second. This, of course, meant Richmond had to play with only nine men toward the end of the
game, so they had little chance to come back.

Fuego FC games are played at the Fresno State soccer stadium, and the schedule is available at
fuegofc.com/2022-schedule/. et
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The Community Alliance newspaper is launching a Stop the  If you're willing to share your story of experiencing hate
Hate campaignandisseekingyourinputtoidentify, vocalize  with the Community Alliance newspaper, provide your
and eradicate “hate” in Fresno County. The Community phone number and full name.

Alliance wants to hear about incidents of “hate” you have

encountered and/or witnessed, especially involving the Please take a moment today to complete the following
following groups: the disabled, LGBTQ+, women, Black/ survey: surveymonkey.com/r/X3H9PNP.

African American, Hispanic/Latino, Asian and Pacific

Islander, Native Americans, Native Hawaiian/OPl and/

or religious.
THE LAW OFFICE OF KEVIN G. LITTLE Helping to Preserve TraSh Hﬂ“lln
30+ Years Fighting for the Underdog! Fresno’s Pictorial History & Al E&Eé%é'.‘é;’“‘:;&i %
o N HOWARD K. WATKINS 4
e Civil Rights e Criminal Defense )
& EmplEyEnt ® |uRERile Fresno’s Photo Laureate % S0 & 2. W
* Persorallojury =~ R % Degendenicy www.watkinsphotoarchive.com
s Madical Malpractice ¢ Family Law Levantamus Basura
] 1|2§_Z gEagsi ng;soaodzrill Sl.:lrleket. Erg)sl?o,_c;xl_ft_vlﬂm (559) 355-7040 INO JOB TOO SMALL!|
e e E e howardkwatkins @gmail.com 5509 .574.0336

LIC.NO. 0600205

MEDICARE INSURANCE PLANS

Insurance Plan Comparisons / Personal Service
Monday at 200 PM/PT LIVE | | . - Medicare-MediCal Plans / Free Consultation

88.1 FM

Yaseen Insurance

3134 Willow Ave, Ste 102 Clovis CA 93612

559-251-3361

danyaseen@comcast.net
www.yaseeninsurance.com

Tanveer “Dan” Yaseen

‘ An independent insurance agent specializing in senior
F January 6th Attack on the insurance in Fresno for 27 years. Licensed to sell Medicare

United States Capitol hearings Health Plans offered by major insurance companies.
Musw&Ne“s.Arts&Vle“s. as they happen LIVE Questions? Call Dan 559-251-3361
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Peace & Social
Justice Calendar

August 2022

Sponsored by the Fresno Center for Nonviolence

Democratic Women in Action 6 p.m. Marie
Callender’s Restaurant, 1781 E. Shaw Ave.
Program: State Center Community College
District (SCCCD) candidates Gilbert Felix, Destiny
Rodriguez and Robert Fuentes. For more info, contact 559-
681-3140 or ggaston1234@aol.com or visit www.dwiafresno.
org.

MON
01

National Women's Political Caucus (NWPC)
5:30 p.m. Los Amigo’s Restaurant, 5088 N.
Blackstone Ave. Speaker: Pam Whalen. Topic:
Community Activism. For more info, contact 559-
222-6212 or joanne@pbyoga.com.

TUE
02

KFCF 88.1 FM: Stir It Up! 3 p.m. Community
Alliance radio show hosted by Daren Miller. For
more info, visit www.kfcf.org.

WED
03

ArtHop Downtown/Tower District 5 p.m.-8 p.m.
Museums, studios, galleries and other venues
open their exhibits free to the public. For more
info, visit FACarthop on Facebook.

THU
04

BWOPA 12th Annual Salute to Sisterhood

2022 5 p.m.-8 p.m. Pardini’s Catering, 2257 W.
Shaw Ave. Honoring community change agents:
Tiffany Binion-Mangum; Venise Curry, MD; Dr.
Tanya Fisher; Stacey Gamble; Sara Pomare Martinez; Wendy
McCulley; Vernice Nellon; Keisha Lewis Nesbitt, RN; Dr. Arrie
Smith; and Mona Tatum. $90/person. For more info, contact
559-916-2590 or swgamble@aol.com.

FRI
05

Commemorating the 77th Anniversary of the

SAT Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki

0 8 a.m.-11a.m. Fresno State Peace Garden.

Sponsored by the Human Rights Coalition of the

Central Valley. Also, persons are invited to join a three-day
fast starting at 8 a.m. on Aug. 6 to 11 a.m. on Aug. 9. Fasting
affirms our commitment to nonviolence, peace, justice and
advancing the elimination of nuclear weapons and war as a
tool of foreign policy. For more info, contact 559-270-7041 or
hrccentralvalley@gmail.com.

Kennedy Club of the San Joaquin Valley 9 a.m. Via Zoom. For
more info, contact 559-435-4043.

TUE Human Rights Coalition Event 10:30 a.m.-noon.
Shinzen Friendship Garden, Woodward Park.
09 Sponsored by the Human Rights Coalition
of the Central Valley. For more info, contact
559-270-7041 or hrccentralvalley@gmail.com.

Stonewall Democratic Club 6 p.m. Via Zoom. For more info,
contact 559-709-8016 or conantm@aol.com.

Black American Political Association of California (BAPAC)
6 p.m. Via Zoom. For more info, contact 559-287-1308 or
debbiejdarden@gmail.com.

Peace Fresno 7 p.m. Fresno Center for Nonviolence, 1584
Van Ness Ave. In person/via Zoom. For more info, call
559-355-9717.

KFCF 88.1 FM: Stir It Up! 3 p.m. Fresno Center
for Nonviolence radio show. For more info visit
www.kfcf.org.

WED
10

Women'’s International League for Peace
and Freedom 7 p.m. For more info, contact
559-360-8054 or taca_03@ymail.com.

THU
11

March for the Governor’s Signature Calwa, Aug.
11; Biola, Aug. 12. The United Farm Workers will
have a 24-day, 335-mile march, launching from
Delano’s historic Forty Acres on Aug. 3 and arriving
at the State Capitol in Sacramento on Aug. 26. Sign up to
march or join the rallies at the start and end. Sign the petition
to Governor Newsom asking him to sign AB 2183, the.
Agricultural Labor Relations Voting Choice Act. The bill would
give more choices to farmworkers so they can vote free from
intimidation. Farmworkers would be able to vote in secret
whenever and wherever they feel safe. For more info, contact
559-722-0038 or crivera@usw.org or visit www.ufw.org.

AUG
11-12

Central Valley Progressive PAC 3:30 p.m. Via
Zoom. For more info, contact 559-978-4504 or
simone.rhodes@seiu521.org.

SAT
13

California Latina Democrats-Fresno 6 p.m. Via
Zoom. For more info, contact 559-859-6203 or
chaircalatinadems@gmail.com.

MON
15

Central Valley Partnership 5:30 p.m. Via
Zoom. For more info, contact 559-967-1940 or
agrariandemocracy@gmail.com.

TUE
16

KFCF 88.1 FM: Speaking Truth to Empire
3 p.m. Hosted by Dan Yaseen. For more info, visit
www.kfcf.org.

San Joaquin Valley Democratic Club 6:30 p.m. Via Zoom. For
more info, call 559-312-3925.

Sierra Club Tehipite Chapter 7 p.m. Via Zoom. For
information, visit sierraclub.org/tehipite.

ArtHop Metropolitan/Fresno Metro Area

5 p.m.-8 p.m. Museums, studios, galleries and
other venues open their exhibits free to the public.
For more info, visit FACarthop on Facebook.

THU
18

Fresno Move to Amend 6:30 p.m. Via Zoom. Support a
constitutional amendment to establish that corporations are
not entitled to constitutional rights and that spending money
is different from exercising freedom of speech. For more info,
e-mail fresno@movetoamend.org.

West Fresno Democratic Club 9 a.m. Via
Zoom. For more info, contact 559-930-4909 or
westfresnodemclub@gmail.com.

SAT
20

Democratic Socialists of America 2 p.m. For more
info, visit Facebook @ Democratic Socialists of
America, Fresno, CA.

SUN
21

Fresno County Democratic Women'’s Club
11:30 a.m. Marie Callender’s Restaurant
Garden Room, 1781 E. Shaw Ave. $25/person.
For more info, contact 559-960-2292 or
ms.keshiathomasvp@gmail.com.

MON
22

California Alliance for Retired Americans (CARA)
Via Zoom. 10 a.m. For more info, contact 510-663-
4086 or visit californiaalliance.org.

TUE
23

Clovis Democratic Club 7 p.m. Denny's
Restaurant, 710 W. Shaw Ave., Clovis.
For more info, contact 559-322-9740 or
jenikren@gmail.com.

THU
25

2022 Women'’s Equality Day 5:30 p.m. Pardini’s
Banquets, 2257 W. Shaw Ave. Sponsored by
NWPC Fresno. Theme: Nevertheless We Persist.
Keynote speaker: Lt. Governor Eleni Kounalakis.
Honoring those who have persisted: Magdalena Gomez,
SCCCD trustee; Dr. Luz Corona Gomez, Kaiser Permanente;
Patsy Montgomery, lifetime achievement; Diane Milutinovich,
lifetime achievement; and Rep. Jim Costa, good guy. $95/
person ($110/person at door). For tickets and sponsorships,
visit nwpcfresno.brownpapertickets.com. For more info,
contact 559-222-6212 or joanne@pbyoga.com.

FRI
26

Submit upcoming community activities to calendar@fresnoalliance.com by the 15th of the month preceding publication.

FUSD Reminds Us
of the Punishment-
Racism
Commitment

By Morghan Vélez Young

The U.S. cultural fixation on punishment relies on major
institutions to recycle and recirculate beliefs and practices
that make chronic punishment look “natural,” “inevitable”
and “timeless.” The major institutions of the juvenile and
criminal court systems, as well as school systems, are some
of the largest institutions that coopt their employees and
adjacent communities to believe that punishment as it is
donetodayinthe United Statesis, of course, the appropriate
and needed way to manage populations.

We can choose from many institutional examples that
unfold daily. The sneaky thing about cultural beliefs and
practices is that they appear to be created and maintained
by self-directed individuals, but, in fact, the collective
agreements that occur within an institution’s reach show us
the cultural-ness of these things.

Individuals carry out actions that reflect institutional
agreements that fulfill the cultural beliefs. We can easily
bear witness to individuals who are fulfilling the scripts and
blueprints of the U.S. cultural punishment fixation.

For example, consider the recent Fresno Unified School
District (FUSD) board’s decision to give millions to the police,
funding police cars to chase students and administrative
costs for the surveillance of students. All but one school
board member, representatives of families living across
their various trustee areas of the school district, voted to
advance the criminalization processes for students.

This is a simple instance of the collective agreement
to believe in the appropriateness of greater and greater
amounts of punishment for children. If we time traveled
to a different period or teleported to another part of the
globe, we can find collective agreements that focus on the

protection and nurturing of children rather than investing in
more ways to criminalize them.

In this FUSD example, however, the way we do/invent/
construct punishment in the United States is always linked
to fulfilling racist and colonial agendas. When school board
members voted to advance the criminalization processes
for students, in actuality they voted to advance punishment
for BIPOC children.

The U.S. cultural imagining about who is appropriate to
punish, whether it is spoken publicly by local politicians or
implied, is evident in the continued support by the school
board for students to be punished for school disciplinary
issues by racial category.

Education research shows that many school discipline
issues across the country are equally distributed across
students’ heritage groups, but based on the FUSD’s
disciplinary data, the FUSD preference is to target BIPOC
(Black, Indigenous and people of color) students.

Although school board members recently voted
to advance punishment for BIPOC children, they had
already been voting metaphorically by their negligence
to ask questions about the failed programming in FUSD
high schools called Restorative Practices (RP), which
was launched in 2014. To date, RP still has not been
comprehensively implemented and leadership, such as
the school board, succeed in making sure that racist school
disciplinary practices continue with the inclusion of new
cars and more cash.

When we get to see instances of the contrary here in
the United States, a standing ovation is deserved. For an
institutional outlet and/or leadership group to select not
to implement the cultural and racist fixation with punishing
BIPOC communities, something special is unfolding.

Intentional script switching and the remaking of
blueprints are required. There are always ghosts monitoring
the periphery of such examples, ghosts of the larger,
established collective that can interfere with the finances
and sustainability of these countercultural examples. Until—
at some point—a shift is made in the cultural beliefs of that
larger collective.

Ultimately, the role of institutions in a racist society like
the United States is to fulfill racism. Institutions are intended
to deliver on the cultural beliefs of the context in which they
are created and operated.

EXPLORING PUNISHMENT

L

The school board is successfully recycling and
recirculating the punishment beliefs and practices
that make chronic punishment of BIPOC children look
“natural,” “inevitable” and “timeless.”

Photo courtesy of Nathan Dumlao/UpSplash

The FUSD example, then, is an example of coherency
acrossthe U.S. cultural fixation with punishment, particularly
for BIPOC groups. The school board is successfully recycling
and recirculating the punishment beliefs and practices that
make chronic punishment of BIPOC children look “natural,”
“inevitable” and “timeless.”

*kkk*k
Morghan Vélez Young, Ph.D., is an educator and researcher
focused on transformative opportunities for those involved
in the juvenile and criminal justice systems. She consults
and trains through browngirlhealing.org and lectures in the
Anthropology Department at Fresno State. Contact her at
mvelezyoung@csufresno.edu.



PEACE

Action for social justice and alternatives to war

VIDEO
“Ukraine: A Taste of the Truth”
https://www.registremblay.com/ray-mcgovern-ukraine-a-taste-of-the-truth/

Ray McGovern’s video presentation https://www.registremblay.com/ray-mcgovern-ukraine-a-taste-of-the-truth/ is designed to give
Americans historical background necessary for understanding Russia’s view of the U.S. & NATO’s threat to its national security and
factors that influence the U.S. government’s willingness to engage once again in a cruel and costly war abroad.

Ray McGovern is one of the few Americans uniquely prepared to speak authoritatively about U.S. /Russian history and relations.
https://raymcgovern.com/bio He is up to date on the conflict in Ukraine and is currently publishing and being interviewed almost daily
Ray has appeared on The Newshour, C-Span’s Washington Journal, CNN, BBC, a number of domestic Russian TV channels, Aljazeera, RT,
PressTV, CCTV, Fresno’s KFCF (88.1 FM) “Speaking Truth to Empire” and many other TV & radio programs and documentaries.
https://raymcgovern.com/

VIDEO
“Ukraine: A Taste of the Truth”
https://www.registremblay.com/ray-mcgovern-ukraine-a-taste-of-the-truth/

For a clickable link go to https://www.peacefresno.org/

CELEBRATE

with us

We invite you to join us as we share our plan to get more progressives elected in Fresno and the San
Joaquin Valley. Central Valley Progressive PAC-endorsed candidates will join us. There will be music,
food and good friends as we share the evening under the stars. This event will be held on Sunday,
September 4, starting at 5 p.m. in Pat Wolk's beautiful backyard at 6661 N. Forkner Ave. in Fresno.

Lance Canales and the Flood will provide our musical entertainment. This is a roots-blues-influenced
Americana trio from California's breadbasket, where Canales lived the life that so many songs have been
written about since the birth of roots music-hard labor, one-room shacks and taunting ghosts
whispering of a better life. Canales' guttural vocals combine a hard-edged storytelling approach
beneath a stripped-down, foot-stomping, acoustic instrumentation.

Canales' rendition of “Plane Crash at Los Gatos: Deportee,” written by Woody Guthrie in 1948, reveals the
names of the Mexican casualties whom were simply referred to as “deportees.

For more information, visit www.cvppac.org.

THE CONTENT IN THIS SECTION IS PAID FOR BY THE CENTRAL VALLEY PROGRESSIVE PAC
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WWW.DOLORESHUERTA.ORG

Historic #Health4All Win!
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The Dolores Huerta Foundation in partnership with community organizations and state
legislatures of the Health4All Coalition celebrated its historic victory as California became the
first state to extend healthcare to all Californians regardless of immigration status. Medi-Cal
will now extend healthcare to all in-come eligible Californians ages 26 to 49 providing coverage
to approximately 700,000 undocumented residents starting no later than Jan. 1, 2024.

Extending access to Medi-Cal to all undocumented Californians has been a goal for health and
immigration advocates for years. Dolores Huerta, President, and Co-Founder, of the Dolores
Huerta Foundation, stated the milestone achieved is important as, “hundreds of thousands of
people who are undocumented in California are going to have health care.” Along with
community members and advocates, Senator Maria Elena Durazo, stated, “This historic
investment speaks to California’s commitment to health care as a human right.”

The triumph of the Health4All Coalition has shown Californians that by uniting the community,
legislators, and governor as one, health equity for all can be achieved. DHF extends great
appreciation and gratitude to Assemblymember Joaquin Arambula, Senator Maria Elena
Durazo, Governor Newsom, the legislature, community organizations, and advocates that
worked tirelessly to achieve this victory. Si Se Puede!

March For Our Lives

After the devastating Robb Elementary
shooting in Uvalde, Texas the Dolores
Huerta Foundation joined forces with
local organizations to attend the first-
ever March For Our Lives in Kern
County. The March For Our Lives
s nationwide  movement  mobilizes
€ hundreds of groups each year to
% advocate for gun and school safety. DHF
Liberated Youth for Empowerment
" (LYFE) member, Daniela Lopes, joined
~ the march because “It truly saddens me
that so many young people lost their
lives to gun violence.”

DHF will continue to fight for gun safety
and encourages you to take action in
¢ supporting gun control by voting in the
. upcoming  General Election on
November 8th.

> This is not a moment, this is a
movement!

Tulare Giveaway

The Dolores Huerta Foundation in partnership with Catholic Charities of Los Angeles Inc.
hosted the annual Tulare Giveaway. With the support of 32 DHF volunteers, they were able to
provide support to 250 families with free produce, home appliances, and voter registration!

INSPIRING AND ORGANIZING COMMUNITIES TO BUILD VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS
EMPOWERED TO PURSUE SOCIAL JUSTICE.

It's General Election Szn!

2022 NOVEMBER GENERAL ELECTION
IS AROUND THE CORNER!

The 2022 General Election is near! As a community organization, the Dolores Huerta
Foundation hosted numerous door-to-door canvassing, Candidate Forums, and voter
engagement outreach throughout the Central Valley, Antelope Valley & Los Angeles County
to encourage voters to power to the polls in the recent Primary Election. Now is the time to
exercise your power to vote. The General Election is on November 8th to register to vote
visit: Www.registertovote.ca.gov

IMPORTANT DATES!

. OCTOBER 10TH - BALLOTS DROP
;' NOVEMBER 8TH - ELECTION DAY

A
The Dolores Huerta Foundation’s very own Liberated Youth for Empowerment (LYFE)
member, Alex Fan, is on his way to Columbia University! Alex will be attending the
university in the Fall of 2022 where he will further his education and passion for human
rights and social justice by majoring in political science. Along with his passion for human
rights, he also shares a love for dance, which he hopes to continue throughout college. Alex
is determined to become a public defender specializing in International Law and even
dance professionally for Broadway.

Alex is immensely thankful for his time while in the LYFE program. Alex states, “The DHF
LYFE program gave me the opportunity to become a leader in my community by honing in
on my passion for human rights through civic engagement.” Throughout the LYFE
program, Alex participated in Get-Out-The-Vote volunteer efforts, public speaking
engagements, public service announcements, and op-eds. DHF wishes Alex the very best
on this new journey at Columbia University!

Cancelling COVID-19

o N
More protection is here for your littlest family members! COVID-19 vaccines are now
available for kids 6 months and up. Help keep the whole family safe from serious illness &

hospitalization due to COVID-19. Give yourself peace of mind & help your loved ones get
vaccinated. Visit MyTurn.ca.gov or call 833-422-4255 to find a vaccine near you!

For more information on how you can join the Vecinos Unidos® contact 1-833-564-6343 or 1-833-JOIN-DHF

To support the organizing work of the Dolores Hueta Foundation, please visit Give2DHF.org
THE CONTENT IN THIS SECTION IS PAID FOR BY THE DOLORES HUERTA FOUNDATION
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This month we remember Hiroshima & Nagasaki. Two evils we never 5 % Edited by
should of done. The war was over, and we didn’t need to kill innocent — _~ Richard Gomez.
people just to see how deadly these devices were. War has never made PN g‘

anyone safe. Alesson we need to learn,

Dedicated to PEACE and SOCIAL JUSTICE through
SIMPLICITY ~ JUSTICE ~ INCLUSIVENESS ~ NON-INJURY
1584 N. Van Ness Ave., 93728 - www.centerfornonviolence.org - email: info@centerfornonviolence.org
- (559)237-3223. Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FresnoCenterforNonviolence

"There is many a boy here today who looks on war as all glory, but, boys, it is all hell."”
- Civil War General William Tecumseh Sherman addressed to the graduating class of the Michigan Military
Academy.

| got into a discussion with a man regarding the results of war, especially WW2.

“Well at least we stopped the Nazi’s!” defiantly he spoke.

“Oh yeah,” | interjected adding, “Now they’re here, and multiplied, they act like they are running the government.”
“Well,” the man apologetically said, “Well, people can change their minds, right?” At first, | felt disgust but after a
moment | realized that here in the United States people DO HAVE the right to change their minds but REEALLY, Nazi’s?”

Later on, | mumbled to myself just what he had said. You know, the usual, like that they are murders, if they get more
power or people like him, they will kill me and my friends or worst. | had trouble accepting this, thinking | should have
been more assertive to the point of threatening him. | mean Nazi’s. Eventually | went home and fell into my chair and
turned on the television and then it all came to me. As a kid, TV taught me that Nazi’s and other enemies were
despicable but in the last twenty years the tone has soften. The same TV that encouraged millions to vote for a Fascist
lifestyle. At atime when TV could have been teaching people to be more caring about people of different styles, instead
it made jokes of how weak we were. A time when TV could have advocated peace to the world or trying to clean it
instead, it ignores us but always there was war. The great competition to prove who was bettor who would eventually
end with the winner being the more aggressive.

So Why War? Because it’s very profitable for the wealthy and the rich while those who fought or were merely in the way
suffered the most. Propaganda, propaganda, propaganda, or Bull-S, Bull-S, Bull-S, is the lone reason to hide the truth
who we all know is the first casualty of any war. Medals, music, and political self-congratulation is all pure garbage but
with fireworks, fancy parades to rewrite the story of what didn’t happen. So why do we put up with it?

The Big Lie. A theory that the more times one lies, it creates doubt of the most dubious people, and they begin to buy
into, even though it’s false. Our corporate sized media have found since their beginning this method works at crippling
the society. Our total concept of the country called the USA is more propaganda than truth. People want to believe in
something safe and warm like a teddy bear. Reality is scary and sucks.

Wars are meant to be vicious and horrible to remind a competitor not to challenge their financial greed. Still, after so
many millennials, wars begat wars which begat wars and on nauseum. War has always been about the acquisition of
wealth, land, natural resources which also means people too.

Most importantly is that the USA has no plan for peace. Neither does Corporate America have a plan for Peace which
could still be profitable but not as much as the total thievery and control over the human soul that members that Wall
Street hold dear to their greedy heart. As someone once said that we need to be prepared for peace when it breaks out,

al. . e e s L N Es R LN e ol e A o L A - . L mame—. -

KFCF 88.1 FM Wednesday Auwgust 10th at 3 pm

In August our show will be hosted by Josh Shurley with guest TBA at a later time. For more information call on
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at (559) 237-3223 or check our website at www.centerfornonviolence.org

In July our show will be hosted by Josh Shurley with guest Aaron Foster of Advance Peace that helps kids who
shoot. To hear again go to: www.siuo71322.mp3

Our June radio show will be hosted by Josh Shurley with guest Abbygail de Castro and Michael Mayfield from
Citizen's Climate Lobby. To hear it again:

mpalgn-socml sharlng

THE CONTENT IN THIS SECTION IS PAID FOR BY THE FRESNO CENTER FOR NONVIOLENCE
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Yosemite Logging Halted by
Lawsuit over Environmental
Concerns

Continued from page 1

“On average, [for] those trees it takes two people to reach their arms around and touch
hands on a tree of that size.”

The park service was logging in parts of the forest that had been affected by drought, fire
and bark beetle infestation.

Hanson points out that park managers are not even following their own guidelines,
“They're not supposed to be logging in 99% of the park. They're only supposed to be
doing some tree cutting adjacent to homes. And so, we filed suit.

“We just asked them to comply with their own fire management plan.”

Making matters worse, the National Park Service (NPS) did not notify the public about the
projects or hold any public meetings, and Yosemite officials did not allow public comments.
The litigants say that violates federal law.

As global warming continues to dry out the forests of the western states, the U.S. Forest
Service is increasingly using an administrative shortcut called “categorical exclusions” to
move forward fire prevention efforts with a much shorter, less comprehensive environmental
review.

Hanson was dismayed to learn that the NPS has decided to launch a highly impactful
project that includes logging, burning and land clearing in Yosemite Valley, the Merced
Grove of giant sequoias and other areas in the park, including near residential communities.

“They're really supposed to be for very, very, very minor things with no environmental
impacts, non-controversial things like a new information kiosk at a trailhead, weed whacking
next to a paved road, simple, small things. You don’t want to hold up a federal agency on
repainting the ranger station.”

The current project, according to Hanson, is not in keeping with the fire management
policy Yosemite had previously adopted.

“The park is directed to manage the forest through fire including prescribed fire and
wildland fire. And that’s what they violated. Instead, they just decided they were going
to do a bunch of logging out in these wildland areas instead of following their own fire
management plan.”

Another aspect of Yosemite's fire management strategy that breaks with tradition, Hanson
says, is the commercial connection that seems out of touch with our ongoing climate crisis.

“The park service is selling these trees to private logging companies to haul away to
lumber mills for lumber or to haul down to biomass plants and incinerate the trees for
energy production.

“Not only is that really damaging from a wildlife habitat standpoint, removing all those
live and dead trees, but it’s a terrible idea from a climate change standpoint, because when
you burn trees or portions of trees for energy, it actually emits about 40% more CO, into the
atmosphere than burning coal for equal energy produced.

“It's even worse than coal from a climate change standpoint. So, it’s a really, really bad
idea.”

Hanson suggests there was and still is a better way to make the forest more fire resilient
without the logging and removal of large trees, “What the park would typically do is if some
of those trees were hazard trees and might fall on a road or campground, they just fell them,
but leave him on site for wildlife habitat.

“Those large down logs are really important wildlife habitat. They store a lot of carbon,
they cycle important nutrients back into the soil.”

Further south in the Sierra, another way to achieve wildfire resilience has been in practice
for years. Hanson praises what land managers at Sequoia-Kings Canyon National Park
have successfully accomplished with prescribed burning and removal of fire fuels without
logging or clearcutting. Giant Forest is a worthy example.

Without their persistent ecological approach to wildfire protection many more sequoias,
including the world’s largest tree, would have been consumed by the 2021 KNP Complex
fire.

Now, the court will have a say about what could happen in Yosemite going forward.

*kkk*k
Vic Bedoian is an independent radio and print journalist working on environmental justice and
natural resources issues in the San Joaquin Valley. Contact him at vicbedoian@gmail.com.

California
Gastroenterology

Associates
Board Certified Gastroenterologists

. I

Naeem M. Akhtar, M.D., F.A.C.G.
Ambreen Khurshid, M.D.
Mikhail Alper, P.A-C.

Excellence in Digestive Disease care for the Central Valley including Colon
Rectal Cancer Screening, Peptic Ulcer Disease,
Inflammatory Bowel Disease and Liver Disease.

Madera Office
451 E. Almond
Suite 103
Madera, CA 93637
Phone 559.673.4000

Fresno Office
7121 N. Whitney Ave.
Fresno, CA 93720

Phone 559.299.9395 Wwww.CGAFresno.com

KRATZER

PEDIATRICS

James Kratzer, M.D.
Mary Graves, CPNP
Michelle Dommermuth, CPNP
Karen Segovia, CPNP

3]

7501 N. Fresno Street, Suite 104
Fresno, CA 93720 « Tel. 559-438-4100

Love is Owr Doctrine

/

Unitarian Universalist
Church of Fresno

Sunday Services with Rev. Tim Kutzmark 10:30 a.m.

Children and Youth Religious Exploration Sundays 10:30 a.m.

UU Buddhist Study and Meditation Wednesdays 2:00 p.m.
2672 E. Alluvial Avenue
(between Willow and Chestnut)
Fresno, CA 93720
(559) 322-6146 (9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.)

www.uufresno. org

Good driver?
GREAT RATE!
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Insurance
MERCURY

MERCURY R
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AUTO » HOME « BUSINESS

Worker’s Comp
Life Insurdnce

LICLENSE #0608%12

S0CL

292-2490

3134 Willow Ave., Suite 102 » Clovis, CA 93612

Q"//
“COMMUNITY

/j“\mnso CHURCH OF CHRIST

WE ARE AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING
CHURCH WHERE ALL ARE WELCOME.

5550 N FRESNO ST -
559.435.2690 -

FRESNO CA 93710 :
bigredchurch.org

communityucc.com

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
OF FRESNO
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Every Sunday

9am:

10am: Worship
Bold. Proud. Progressive.

32954 Rd. 222
North Fork, CA
(559) 877-8400

kernfamilyfarm.com

th

Exploration Hour

kernfamilyfarm@netptc.net

Open M-F 8-7
weekends 10-6

2131 N. Van Ness Blvd.
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